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Manhattan School of Music’s board of trustees voted
unanimously on Tuesday evening, June 21, 2005 to name the

distinguished American composer, conductor, and teacher Robert
Sirota the School’s eighth president, effective October 1, 2005. He
will also become a member of the composition faculty. Dr. Sirota,
who has been the director of Baltimore’s Peabody Conservatory,
follows Marta Casals Istomin, president of Manhattan School of
Music from July 1992 through June 2005.

The announcement concludes an international search—using
the firm Spencer Stuart—that was headed by Robert G. Simon, a
member of the School’s board of trustees, joined by board chair-
man David A. Rahm as well as board members who included Mrs.
Istomin, Edward Lowenthal, and William R. Miller.

Chairman Rahm said, “We are truly excited that Robert Sirota is
joining Manhattan School of Music. Dr. Sirota is a proven leader
who has achieved impressive physical and academic growth in the
oldest American conservatory, the Peabody Conservatory, and we

are delighted that he will bring to our School his energy, his insights,
and his commitment to institutional advancement at every level.
Along with his strong leadership and administrative skills, Robert
Sirota brings the musical gifts of an accomplished composer and
conductor. Given the mission of Manhattan School, his artistic sen-
sibility will add a significant dimension to his stewardship.
Manhattan School of Music made great strides under Marta
Istomin in building programs and faculty that have brought us into
the first rank of American music educational institutions. Bob
Sirota has the vision and commitment to bring us to yet another
level. He will have the wholehearted support of every member of
the Manhattan School community as he carries out that mission.”

Robert Sirota said, “This is a time of both great challenge and
significant opportunity in the musical world. As we look at the
changing landscape of concert music, recordings, jazz, and music
theater, I am energized by the prospect of assuming leadership of
Manhattan School of Music. Its remarkable faculty and incompa-
rable location have already established it as a preeminent music
school. I look forward to helping to guide Manhattan School of
Music’s role in nurturing and preparing a new generation of the
world’s musical leaders.”

Robert Sirota was born in New York City in 1949. He is widely
known for his work in new music. His catalogue includes various
solo and chamber works; four stage works; solo works for organ;
songs; large and small choral works; and concertos for viola, cello,
organ, and saxophone. Dr. Sirota’s works have been performed
throughout the United States and Europe—most recently in
Moscow, Athens, Oradea (Romania), Crete, and Toulouse—as well
as in frequent performances in New York, Boston, San Francisco,
Seattle, Houston, Baltimore, and Washington.
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Among notable commissions are works for the Empire Brass,
the Seattle Symphony, the Vermont Symphony, the American
Guild of Organists, the Chiara String Quartet, the Fisher Duo, 
and the Peabody Trio.

Robert Sirota is the recipient of fellowships from the
Guggenheim and Watson foundations as well as grants from the
National Endowment for the Arts, Meet the Composer, ASCAP,
and the American Music Center. His works are published by
Boelke-Bomart, Music Associates of New York, Theodore Presser,
and MorningStar and are recorded on the Capstone and Gasparo
labels. He was a member of the composition faculty at Peabody
until 1995, when he accepted the appointment as director of the
Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University.

He pursued his early training in composition at Juilliard and received
a bachelor of music degree in piano and composition from Oberlin
Conservatory. After a year of study in Europe, he earned a PhD in com-
position at Harvard. His principal teachers include Richard Hoffmann,
Joseph Wood, Earl Kim, Leon Kirchner, and Nadia Boulanger.

Robert Sirota is married to the Rev. Victoria Sirota, an Episcopal
priest and an accomplished organist. The Sirotas have two chil-
dren: a son, Jonah, who is a violist and a founding member of the
Chiara String Quartet, and a daughter, Nadia, who is completing
her graduate studies in viola at Juilliard.

Sirota cont. Past Presidents of Manhattan School of Music
Janet D. Schenck 1918–1956

Pianist and philanthropist

John Brownlee 1956–January 1969
Metropolitan Opera baritone

George Schick Spring 1969–1976
Metropolitan Opera conductor/distinguished opera coach

John Crosby 1976–1986
Founder/general director, Santa Fe Opera

Gideon Waldrop 1986–1989
Composer/conductor; former dean of The Juilliard School

Peter Simon 1989–1991
Pianist/former director of academics, 
Toronto’s Royal Conservatory

Marta Istomin 1992–2005
Former artistic director, 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
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From left: Robert Smith, Lu Lu, Dolora Zajick, Michael Fuller, Richard AdamsFrom left: Jane Kircher, Adam Ward, Koren McCaffrey, Dolora Zajick,
Richard Adams, Dmitri Malkin, Yevgeny Faniuk, Mariya Borozina

Manhattan School of Music at Verbier
The Verbier Festival Orchestra is comprised of approximately 90 of the world’s most talented young instrumentalists (the eligible ages are 18
to 29), who are housed in this beautiful Swiss ski village. This summer’s orchestra included 15 Manhattan School of Music students and alumni,
including Metropolitan Opera dramatic mezzo-soprano Dolora Zajick (pictured below), who was a featured soloist with the Verbier
Orchestra in their performance of Verdi’s Requiem, conducted by James Levine. Each year, in addition to the summer festival, the VFO
undertakes a major tour in November. The 2005 tour includes concerts in Berne, Paris, Rome, Hamburg, Lausanne, Buenos Aires, Rio de
Janeiro, and São Paulo, with a final date in Mexico City. Auditions for the 2006 orchestra will take place here at the School in January 2006.
Manhattan School of Music alumni and current students who participated in the 2005 Verbier Festival Orchestra were: Mariya Borozina,
Evgeny Kaplan, Lu Lu, Nancy Chang, violins; Chu Ying Hu, viola; Michael Fuller, Paul Macres, bass; Yevgeny Faniuk, Koren McCaffrey, flute;
Dmitri Malkin, oboe; Gabriel Bergeron-Langlois, Jane Kircher, bassoon; Adam Ward, horn; Louis Reed, trumpet; Andrew Blanco, percussion.
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Professional Musical Theater Workshop

Summer Music Camp
The Summer Music Camp provides
intensive high-quality musical instruc-
tion, free of charge, to New York City
public school students completing grades
5, 6, 7, and 8 who demonstrate musical
potential. The students are chosen from
personal auditions at Manhattan School
of Music with Dr. Joanne Polk, executive
director, and Rebecca Charnow, associ-
ate director. Support for the camp comes
from the New York City Department of
Education, the ASCAP Foundation, the
National Endowment for the Arts, and
the Altman Foundation. 

In 1991, Paul Gemignani world-renowned musical director of more
than 35 Broadway shows, joined forces with some of the most distin-
guished professionals in musical theater to create the Professional
Musical Theater Workshop at Manhattan School of Music. An advi-
sory committee was established with the noted Broadway producer
Hal Prince as its chair, joined by other noted artists who continue to
serve by lending their names and contacts. The program is designed
to provide intensive training for New York City musical theater per-
formers who seek to refine their skills in order to be better equipped
to fulfill the needs of musical theater today. 

Mr. Gemignani assembled a stellar faculty of outstanding musical
theater professionals from the Broadway stage, including Jim
Carnahan, Phyllis Della, Paul Ford, Robert Kimball, Joanna Merlin,
Carolann Page, Austin Pendleton, and Ginger Thatcher.

Above: Professional Music Theater Workshop 2005 participants and faculty

Below: (from left) Joanna Merlin, Robert Kimball, Paul Ford, Carolann Page, Austin Pendleton, Ginger Thatcher, and Paul Gemignani

All photos: R. Andrew Lepley
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Manhattan School of Music Summer Music Camp cellists (clockwise from
left): Justin Abrams, Anna Harris (faculty), Christine Choi (faculty), Ramin
Abrams, John Simon, and Julian Langford

Nathan Hetherington conducts
the Manhattan School of Music
Summer Music Camp orchestra
at the camp’s final concert on
Thursday, August 4, in the
School’s John C. Borden
Auditorium. 

Below: Jason Arnold conducts the Manhattan School of Music Summer
Music Camp band as they perform at the camp’s final concert on Thursday,
August 4, in the School’s John C. Borden Auditorium. 

Manhattan School of Music 2005 Summer Music Camp percussion 
ensemble (back row, left to right): Rohin Khemani, faculty; Jemana Theis;
Dominique Smart; Jonathan Gardenhire; Manuel Montero; Rebecca
Charnow; Norman Edwards, faculty; (front row, left to right): Yariel
Garcia, Wendy Ruiz, Rebecca Kasmin

Shown on the previous page:

The Manhattan School of Music
Summer Music Camp musical
theater class performs The
Wizard of Oz: a Musical Revue
at the camp’s final concert in 
the School’s John C. Borden
Auditorium. Back row, left to
right: Cherisse Williams,
Monica Burnett, Beth Lobasov,
India Carney, Cecily Bertot,
Parker Leach (counselor), Nina
Psoncak (CIT), Anthony Cortez,
Cherissia Williams, Monica
Soyemi, Kiara Rodriguez. 
Front row, left to right: Alana
Hodgdon, Bianca Ottley, Kristy
Moy, Steven Truong

Summer Music Camp

All photos: R. Andrew Lepley


