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A Message from the Dean of Students! 
Elsa Jean Davidson 
 
As Dean of Students, I am looking forward to getting to know each and every one of you. 
Manhattan School of Music presents challenges, academically and musically, and I want 
you to know that I am here to help make this year productive and rewarding. We have a 
wonderful support system in our Student and Residence Life Office, and I hope you feel 
free to express your concerns and take advantage of the opportunities that we offer. 
As we move together through the academic year, I would like you to reflect on two of my 
favorite quotes. Eleanor Roosevelt stated: “The future belongs to those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams.” And the wonderful ballerina Dame Margot Fonteyn said: “The 
one important thing I’ve learned over the years is the difference between taking one’s 
work seriously and one’s self seriously. The first is imperative; the second is disastrous.” 
Dream your dreams, work seriously in order to achieve your dreams, but have a great 
time doing it! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Elsa Jean Davidson 
Dean of Students 
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A Message from the Office of Student and 
Residence Life staff: 
Cathy Raynis Meeker, Melanie Dorsey, and Wadner Auguste 
 
 
 
 
Welcome and welcome back to Manhattan School of Music!  

Manhattan School of Music is a different type of conservatory. We value one another and 
are dedicated to the welcoming caring community we have here.  Students, faculty, and 
staff feel at home here and are dedicated to helping one another.  Like other institutions, 
Manhattan School of Music is comprised of the world’s best musicians, but the caring 
nature of the faculty, staff, and students make it a special place.  

The Office of Student and Residence Life at Manhattan School of Music is dedicated to 
your education as a musician and your development as a person. It is our hope that you 
will learn great lessons both in and out of the classroom so that you will be a successful 
musician and a happy person. Our goal is to provide opportunities for you to meet others, 
feel as if you are part of a community, learn about yourself, and develop skills that 
enhance the quality of your life—all while you excel musically. The Office of Student 
and Residence Life is here to help make your experience at Manhattan School of Music a 
positive one. Please participate in the different organizations and activities we offer in 
Andersen Hall, in the School, and in the city.   

Take time now to familiarize yourself with this student handbook. It contains valuable 
information that will help to make the 2008–2009 academic year a rewarding one. Please 
stop by our offices, in room 112 in the School and in the 6th floor of Andersen Hall, to 
find out how you can get involved. If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, 
please contact us immediately. We will help in any way possible. 

This compassionate learning community is dedicated to your musical journey through 
life. It will celebrate as you succeed and embrace you as you face challenges. Many of 
you will meet lifelong mentors, advisors, friends, and partners here; I hope you find that 
Manhattan School of Music becomes a comfortable home for you.   

We look forward to meeting you and working with you.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Cathy Raynis Meeker   Melanie Dorsey  Wadner Auguste 
Director of Student    Associate Director  Assistant Director 
and      of Student and   of Student and  
Residence Life    Residence Life   Residence Life 
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History of the School 
 
Manhattan School of Music, a major national and international force in professional 
music education, is the largest private conservatory in the nation offering both classical 
and jazz training. The School fulfills a major role in society by preparing talented men 
and women for careers as performing musicians, teachers, administrators, and involved 
audience members who will keep the legacy of great music alive. 
 
The School was founded in 1917 by Janet D. Schenck, pianist and philanthropist, as the 
Neighborhood Music School. It was located in a brownstone building on New York 
City’s Upper East Side. Pablo Casals and Harold Bauer were among the first of many 
distinguished artists who offered guidance to the School. Eventually, its reputation for 
excellence extended throughout the greater metropolitan area; and its name was changed 
to Manhattan School of Music. 
 
In 1943, the artistic and academic growth of the School resulted in a charter amendment 
to grant the Bachelor of Music degree. Two subsequent amendments authorized the 
offering, in 1947, of the Master of Music degree and, in 1974, the degree of Doctor of 
Musical Arts. In 1956, Dr. Schenck retired and John Brownlee, noted Metropolitan Opera 
baritone, was appointed director a title later revised to president. President Brownlee 
initiated the idea of relocating the School to the Morningside Heights neighborhood; his 
death occurred only months before his efforts were realized. In 1969, George Schick, 
Metropolitan Opera conductor, accompanist, and distinguished opera coach, succeeded 
Brownlee as president and led the School’s move to its present location. 
 
John O. Crosby, founder and general director of the Santa Fe Opera, was appointed 
president in 1976. He was followed by Gideon W. Waldrop, who was appointed in 1986, 
Peter C. Simon in 1989, and Marta Casals Istomin in 1992. 
 
Manhattan School of Music serves the international music community, the nation, the 
City of New York, as well as the local neighborhood. At the present time, 75% of the 
students come from outside New York State and 41% from outside the United States. The 
School’s international reputation is confirmed by its continuing and expanding global 
presence. 
 
As one of the components of New York’s Upper West Side “Academic Acropolis”, 
Manhattan School of Music shares its neighborhood with Columbia University, Barnard 
College, Columbia College, Columbia Teachers College, Bank Street College, Union and 
Jewish Theological seminaries, the Riverside Church, International House, and the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine. The School thrives in this atmosphere of ideas, ideals, 
goals, and achievements. Much of its strength derives from New York City itself, the 
leading music center of the world. The School’s 270-member faculty is selected from a 
rich pool of resident and visiting artists, and other internationally acclaimed artists 


