
COVID-19 Pandemic: Links to Key U.S. Resources for Performing Artists  
especially for classical, jazz, contemporary and musical theatre artists | updated 3/21/20 

compiled by Manhattan School of Music’s Center for Music Entrepreneurship (CME)  
 

Many of these listings as well as others will soon be highlighted on the CME’s Online Opportunities Board (available to 
students, alumni, faculty and staff). If there are additional links that we can include, please email cme@msmnyc.edu.  
Please note: the CME has compiled this list for informational purposes, but cannot endorse nor take responsibility for the content of these links. 
 

 

Featured 
Funding  
Sources 

 

Actors Fund (for everyone in entertainment) 
Artist Relief Tree 
Arts Leaders of Color Emergency Fund 
Blues Foundations' HART Fund 
CERF+: COVID-19 Response Fund & Emergency Financial Assistance  
ConverKit's Creator Fund 
Covid-19 Financial Solidarity (crowd sourced) 
Emergency Survival Fund for LGBTQ2S artists, performers… 
Equal Sound's Corona Relief Fund (cancelled gigs) 
Foundation for Contemporary Arts' COVID-19 Relief Fund 
Grantmakers in the Arts' COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and Arts Funding 
Haven Foundation for Freelance Artists 
Indie Theater Fund Emergency Grant 
Jazz Foundation of America's Musicians’ Emergency Fund 
leveler, funds distribution 
Mayer Foundation 
MusiCares COVID-19 Relief Fund 
Musicians Foundation 
NYFA Emergency Grants List   
Opry Trust Fund (country music) 
Patreon COVID-19 Grant 
Sound Royalties: Royalty Advance 
 

 
 

 

Additional 
Funding  
Sources 
often with 
geographic and 
other very specific 
requirements 

 

Union: AFM NYC (Local 802); AFM Chicago | AGMA | SAG-AFTRA 
 

NYC/NY:  NYC Small Biz Services: Assistance & Guidance (including Retention Grants)  
Black Folk Mutual Aid Fund | Mutual Aid Database  
Max's Emergency Grants 
NYFA's Rauschenberg Emergency Grants (unexpected medical) 
NY Theatre District Ghostlight Fund 

 

Federal-State-Local Benefits Finder  
Council on Foundations’ Local Response Funds database 
 

California: Creative Sonoma's Emergency Funds & Resources (CA) 
California: Philanthropy California's Response Funds & Resources 
Colorado: Black Cube Video Art 
DC's Mutual Aid Project - Black & non-white trans and gender expansive artists 
Louisiana: New Orleans Business Alliance 
Massachusetts: Boston Artist Relief Fund | Boston Singers Resource 
Minnesota: Springboard for the Arts Emergency Relief Fund 
North Carolina’s Artist Relief Fund  
Ohio: Columbus (OH) Foundation Emergency Response Fund 
Pennsylvania: Pittsburgh Artist Emergency Fund 
Washington (state): Seattle Artists Relief Fund 
 

 
 

 

General 
Resource 
Lists  
 

 

COVID-19 & Freelance Artists  
Creative Capital's List of Arts Resources During the COVID-19 Outbreak 
I CARE IF YOU LISTEN'S COVID-19 Emergency Funding and Artist Resources 
NYFA's Resources & Updates 
 
 

http://www.msmnyc.edu/cme
mailto:cme@msmnyc.edu
https://actorsfund.org/services-and-programs/social-services-financial-assistance
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSff9ddL9AhG9GtD6HEkLCHU6eh2XTxKcSz2BwN1RdJyMsuRlQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0xJ0Qo167cYZ9NoWFhPo9Sa-eEySjSyybKsljTStZOo6yQmIqI6QZQ3tE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfv4AazvLFVUNAgXoxqBqfZ7jJVkrMroa-CET6Vt6XygR-CaQ/viewform
https://blues.org/hart-fund
https://cerfplus.org/cerfplus-announces-formation-of-covid-19-response-fund/
https://cerfplus.org/get-ready/studio-protector/get-help-portal/emergency-relief-resources-from-arts-organizations/
https://creatorfund.ck.page/
https://www.gladdaylit.ca/
https://equalsound.org/musicians-corona-relief-fund-application/
https://www.foundationforcontemporaryarts.org/grants/emergency-grants
https://www.giarts.org/blog/admin/covid-19-coronavirus-and-arts-funding-update-and-action-items
http://www.thehavenfdn.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecCdEVyLuziVtMUSb9x8VeMle7bckYtwI880C2Hg26OCJ5_g/viewform
https://jazzfoundation.org/musicians-emergency-fund/
https://www.leveler.info/
http://fdnweb.org/mayer/
https://www.grammy.com/musicares/get-help/covid-19-relief-fund-faq
http://www.musiciansfoundation.org/get-support/eligibility/
https://www.nyfa.org/Content/Show/Emergency%20Grants
https://www.opry.com/opry-trust-fund/
https://patreonforms.typeform.com/to/SptV8y
https://soundroyalties.com/no-cost-funding/
http://local802erf.org/how-to-apply/
https://cfm10208.com/covid-19-information/musicians-emergency-relief-fund
https://agmarelief.org/
https://sagaftra.foundation/assistance/disasterrelief/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/covid19-business-outreach.page
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeuzC2S8IU2oL1tqrH-U2DxDegNfe2-JZjrhZots0kV-tr4jA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wwR-oY6ftGOEecWP4iNwUb0r2Pwewm3t_H3ho--vI_k/edit%23gid=0
https://maxskansascity.org/emergency-grants/
https://www.nyfa.org/Content/Show/Rauschenberg-Emergency-Grants
https://www.theghostlightfund.com/fundapplication
https://www.benefits.gov/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/e/2PACX-1vT3YOH_tCxOTw1P0ZTdVnnGdNsULENdaZ36mUnL8TwN8xzgjQ3oXFaL93YYgrNHOTamHB0Deagn3DGe/pubhtml
https://www.creativesonoma.org/emergency-resources/
https://www.philanthropyca.org/covid-19-response
https://blackcube.art/event/video-art-open-call-for-submissions
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7vOTp4W0_w8jyAUOmhBpnzH3fIutNMg79tk6hxcb-6gLGIQ/viewform
https://www.nolaba.org/relief-fund/
https://cityofbostonartsandculture.submittable.com/submit/af2153eb-2d87-4e9d-9ebc-5861eb135999/boston-artist-relief-fund
https://www.bostonsingersresource.org/programs/bsrf/application
https://springboardforthearts.org/additional-resources/emergency-relief-fund/
https://vaeraleigh.org/artist-relief-fund
https://columbusfoundation.org/coronavirus-emergency-response-fund
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSehtEXpAy8IT1CXNYX1Bg-PguEh0NJhhQlqQpyLtaVVDruyzw/viewform
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LHJNLQV
https://covid19freelanceartistresource.wordpress.com/
https://creative-capital.org/2020/03/13/list-of-arts-resources-during-the-covid-19-outbreak/
https://www.icareifyoulisten.com/2020/03/covid-19-emergency-funding-artist-resources/
https://current.nyfa.org/post/612485365185560576/covid-19-resources-and-updates-from-nyfa


General 
Resource 
Lists 
cotinued 
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American Composers Forum: Resource List  
Americans for the Arts’ CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) RESOURCE CENTER 
Artist Trust’s Growing List of Resources in Response to COVID-19 
Artists at Risk Connection 
A.R.T./New York Resources (Alliance of Resident Theatres)  
Audio Assemble’s Financial Resources for Musicians During The Coronavirus Outbreak 
Common Field’s Resources for the Artist Organization Field 
Coronavirus Resource Kit (includes many Mutual Aid Societies) 
Freelancers & Community Resources 2020 
National Associaion for Music Education’s Teaching Resources for School Closures  
NEA's COVID-19 Resources for Artists and Arts Organizations 
North American Performing Arts Managers and Agents' COVID-19 FAQs 
OPERA America Resource Hub | Opera.ca (Canada) COVID-19 Resources For Artists 
Teaching Artists Guild’s COVID-19 RESOURCES 
Teaching Music in the Age of COVID-19: A Collaborative Effort by College Music Society 
USD Arts and Culture: Community Care in the Time of Coronavirus 
 

 
 

 

Geographic 
Resource  
Lists 
 

 

Billboard’s State-by-State Guide: Help for Musicians During Coronavirus Crisis 
Grammy Organization’s Resource Lists: EAST | SOUTH | WEST 
 

Federal-State-Local Benefits Finder 
Local 211 - connections to your geographic area 
NYC Cultural Affairs 
State & Regional Arts Organizations (from the NEA) 
 

 
 

 

Advocacy 
 

Data Collection 
 

Americans for the Arts: Economic Impact on the Arts and Cultural Sector 
Artists, Culture Workers, Freelancers, Gig/Event Workers’ Losses  
Association of Performing Arts Professionals: Impact Survey 
NYC Office of Nightlife: Survey for Artists Impacted by COVID-19 
National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures: Field Survey 
The 2020 CENSUS is online. Here’s how to do it (article). 
 

 

Letter/Petitions 
 

Actors’ Equity: Protect live entertainment workers during loss of work 
NYC Artists Coalition: COVID-19 Relief 
OPERA America: Support Relief for the Opera Field 
IATSE: Call for Congressional Action 
Performing Arts Alliance: Call for Congressional Action 
 

 
 

 

Additional  
Perspective & 
Resources 

 

Articles & 
Commentary 

 

Artists, this is what we train for 
Arts Journal: Music, Theatre | Middle Class Artist 
Cancelled gigs due to coronavirus? Here’s what you can do. 
Force Majeure Under the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic 
How musicians can ask fans for support during the coronavirus pandemic 
How musicians (and others) can transition their business online ASAP 
 

 

Facebook 
Groups 

 

Employing Artists (at-home employment listings) 
NYC Covid-19 Musician Resources and Support 
 

 

Links 
 

Websites for Finding Remote Work (including some arts opportunities) 
 

 

Unemployment 
 

Navigating Unemployment due to Corona 
NY State's Unemployment FAQs - Before You Apply  
 

 
 

https://composersforum.org/acf-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus-covid-19-resource-and-response-center
https://artisttrust.org/covid-19-resources-list/
https://artistsatriskconnection.org/story/covid-19-resources-for-artists
https://artny.memberclicks.net/coronavirus-resources
https://audioassemble.com/resources-for-musicians-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1_GK3wHf5Mt6Lf07j_2ZA0NuAAEd30-fPDXCts_MYEzY/mobilebasic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rcan4C_e6OBFBI5bUn7MtYK74Ab-WarxyJmDvZUI_YA/preview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xt1QZlGsyga_HrXagubV9O0rebV5dx4DuMOd2sWvWwc/edit
https://nafme.org/music-teacher-resources-school-closures/
https://www.arts.gov/covid-19-resources-artists-and-arts-organizations
https://napama.org/Coronavirus_FAQs
https://www.operaamerica.org/content/about/covid19.aspx
http://www.opera.ca/whats-new/operaca-covid-19-resources-artists
https://teachingartistsguild.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.music.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2968:teaching-music-in-the-age-of-covid-19-a-collaborative-effort-by-cms&catid=139&Itemid=2585
https://usdac.us/news-long/2020/3/15/community-care-in-the-time-of-coronavirus
https://www.billboard.com/articles/business/9337908/coronavirus-resource-guide-music-professionals-help
https://www.grammy.com/grammys/news/resources-music-creators-professionals-affected-covid-19-east-region
https://www.grammy.com/grammys/news/resources-music-creators-professionals-affected-covid-19-south-region
https://www.grammy.com/grammys/news/resources-music-creators-professionals-affected-covid-19-west-region
https://www.benefits.gov/
http://211.org/services/covid19
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/cultural-funding/artists.page
https://www.arts.gov/partners/state-regional
https://surveys.americansforthearts.org/s3/CoronavirusImpactSurvey
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CyQBOZy3SDHn_7KG8xuUnZ-bHlfipl9KSBN8KvN3ucY/edit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/COVID-19APAP
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNOye6aCd4Z1xbfYZ1X8cpYye-v8ZW1azFMEgCXMZ_O7HB7A/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2OM4VblWYe7nhCaTgHs0S91O_TMw7Tme-YYG01lT7E61rMisfZAfRLfiw
https://airtable.com/shrjAFEeGlwp0kZy8
https://www.vox.com/recode/2020/3/12/21168139/2020-census-online-how-to
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/emergency-action-needed-protect-live-entertainment-workers-as-they-experience-loss-of-work
http://nycartc.com/covid19-relief/
https://www.theperformingartsalliance.org/issues/voter-voice/?vvsrc=%2fcampaigns%2f72376%2frespond
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-congress-to-include-displaced-workers-in-relief-package
https://www.votervoice.net/iframes/PAA/newsletters/35783
https://madmimi.com/s/708e601
https://www.artsjournal.com/category/music
https://www.artsjournal.com/category/theatre
https://www.middleclassartist.com/
https://www.lisahusseini.com/thoughts/cancelled-gigs-due-to-coronavirus-heres-what-you-can-do
https://www.paulweiss.com/practices/litigation/litigation/publications/update-force-majeure-under-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic?id=30881
https://bandzoogle.com/blog/how-musicians-can-ask-fans-for-support-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://medium.com/@suzanneyada/how-musicians-and-other-creatives-too-can-transition-their-business-online-asap-d580189bacf8
https://www.facebook.com/groups/212320030134739
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nycmusicianscovid19/about/
https://skillcrush.com/blog/sites-finding-remote-work/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/18/how-to-file-for-unemployment-due-to-coronavirus.html
https://www.labor.ny.gov/ui/claimantinfo/beforeyouapplyfaq.shtm

	The 2020 CENSUS is online. Here’s how to do it (article).

