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PROGRAM NOTES
AMEN!
Carlos Simon
The imagination of Carlos Simon has fascinated audiences nationwide. He works 
in a wide variety of genres, drawing inf luence from his youthful experience as a 
piano player and gospel songwriter at his father’s small church in Atlanta, as a 
jazz keyboardist and arranger, as a self-confessed “tech geek,” and as someone 
trained in classical techniques and styles as well as film scoring. After earning 
his undergraduate degree at Morehouse College and a Master’s degree at 
Georgia State University, he earned his doctorate at the University of Michigan 
as a student of Michael Daugherty and Evan Chambers. He also studied at the 
Hollywood Music Workshop in Baden, Austria, and at New York University’s 
Film Scoring Summer Workshop.

Myriad organizations and artists have sought Simon’s talents as a composer and 
as a performer. Among his most recent commissions, Night Trip on a libretto by 
Sandra Seaton was premiered by the Washington National Opera at the Kennedy 
Center on January 10, 2020, and his Fate Now Conquers is scheduled for a March 
29 premiere with the Philadelphia Orchestra as part of their BeethovenNOW 
series, which showcases new works inspired by and performed alongside 
Beethoven’s symphonies. Simon’s Let America Be America Again on a poem by 
Langston Hughes is to be featured in a PBS documentary about the inauguration 
of the Gabriela Lena Frank Academy of Music.

Simon has composed works for the 150th anniversary of Morehouse College and 
the 200th anniversary of the University of Michigan, as well as pieces for the Reno 
Philharmonic, American Composers Orchestra, Albany Symphony, and Irving 
Klein String Competition, among many others. In 2018 he served as a Sundance/
Time Warner Composer Fellow, just after his return from touring Japan as a 
featured composer and lecturer with the Asia/America New Music Institute 
(AANMI). As music director and keyboardist for Grammy winner Jennifer 
Holliday, Simon has performed with the Boston Pops and the Jackson and St. Louis 
Symphonies and has toured internationally with Grammy-nominated soul artist 
Angie Stone. He recently joined the faculty of Georgetown University, having also 
taught at Spelman and Morehouse Colleges.

Simon’s AMEN! originated in 2017 as a piece commissioned by the University of 
Michigan Symphony Band. In 2019 Simon arranged the work for orchestra on a joint 
commission by the Reno Philharmonic (Laura Jackson, conductor), Gateways Music 
Festival (Michael Morgan, conductor), and the American Composers Orchestra.

The composer writes: “This piece pays homage to my family’s four-generational 
affiliation with the Pentecostal church. My intent is to re-create the musical 
experience of an African American Pentecostal church service that I 
enjoyed being a part of while growing up in this denomination. Pentecostal 
denominations, such as Church of God in Christ, Pentecostal Assemblies of 
God, Apostolic, and Holiness Church, among many others, are known for 
their exuberant outward expressions of worship. The worship services in these 
churches will often have joyous dancing, spontaneous shouting, and soulful 
singing. The music in these worship services is a vital vehicle in fostering a 
genuine spiritual experience for the congregation.

“The three movements in AMEN! are performed without break to depict 
how the different parts of a worship service f lows into the next. In the first 
movement, I’ve imagined the sound of an exuberant choir and congregation 
singing harmoniously together in a call-and-response fashion. The soulful second 
movement quotes a gospel song, ‘I'll Take Jesus For Mine,’ that I frequently heard 
in many services. The title AMEN! refers to the plagal cadence or ‘Amen’ cadence 
(IV-I), which is the focal point of the climax in the final movement. Along with 
heavily syncopated rhythms and interjecting contrapuntal lines, this cadence 
modulates up by half step until we reach a frenzied state, emulating a spiritually 
heightened state of worship.” 

Symphony No. 4 in G Major
Gustav Mahler
In the summer of 1899 near Alt Aussee, away from the pressures of his duties as 
director of the Vienna Opera and Philharmonic, Mahler spent the precious time 
he had for composing hindered by cold, rain, and “bad health-resort music.” Finally, 
however, in the last ten days of his “vacation,” he was able to draft about half of 
the first three movements of his Fourth Symphony. The germinating point for this 
work—the fourth movement’s setting of “Das himmlische Leben” (Heavenly life)—
he had actually composed as a song with piano accompaniment in February 1892, 
then employed as the seventh movement (“What the child tells me”) of his Third 
Symphony, and finally rejected from that work as too repetitious of its “angels” 
movement. Mahler was particularly proud of the “thematic connections that 
figure so prominently in the [Fourth Symphony’s] design,” which he conceived in 
relation to the already-composed finale. In performance we experience the process 
in reverse—as foreshadowing. The “sleigh bells” of the opening, the carefree flute 
tune taken over by the trumpet at the climax of the first movement, the folklike 
clarinet melody in the trio of the Scherzo, and the climax of the miraculous slow 
movement all anticipate the finale.
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the heading: “Freund Hein spielt auf ” (Friend Hal, a fairy-tale euphemism for 
Death, strikes up). The prominent violin solos, played on an instrument with 
the strings tuned one step higher, should sound, he remarked to friends, “like a 
fiddle” and “screeching and rough, as if Death would strike up.” For all that, the 
scherzo doesn’t sound gruesome, but its disquiet becomes noticeable next to the 
intervening trios in cheerful ländler (waltzlike dance) style.

The heart-melting Adagio was Mahler’s own favorite slow movement. The 
profound calm of the opening dispels trouble, and yet the second section 
introduces tension-filled contrast. The composer then varies each section in a 
kind of free double-variation form. He proudly wrote to his friend Natalie Bauer-
Lechner that these were the first proper variations he had written, that is, he 
said, “varied through and through.” Following a second variation of the restful 
section, Mahler fashions a coda that comes to an amazing climax: the brasses 
powerfully foreshadow the “heavenly music” of the finale, part of which had 
already been anticipated in the first movement’s development.

Mahler was captivated, as were many nineteenth-century composers, by the 
popular collection of “folk” poetry Des Knaben Wunderhorn (The Youth’s Magic 
Horn), collected, compiled, and in many cases written by Arnim and Brentano. 
He set many of these texts as songs with piano accompaniment and later rescored 
a number of them with orchestral accompaniment. In yet a further step, he 
worked some of these songs into his Second, Third, and Fourth Symphonies—
hence their designation as Wunderhorn Symphonies. Sometimes he incorporated 
the songs purely instrumentally, but, as in the present finale, he sometimes felt 
the need to include the human voice.

With utmost clarity and deceptive simplicity Mahler looks through the eyes of 
a child at heavenly bliss in “Das himmlische Leben.” Naturally this bliss includes 
culinary delights—from the perspective of a needy Austrian Catholic child (Saint 
Martha, mentioned in the poem, is the patron saint of the needy). The text is a 
Bavarian folk song, “Heaven Is Hung with Violins,” which the composer admired 
for its “roguishness and deep mysticism.” Mahler lets the verse form of the poem 
dictate the structure of his music, though he introduces slight variants with each 
verse and separates them with an orchestral refrain that he had prefigured in the 
Symphony’s opening measures. He also uses the exquisite soaring line at “Saint 
Peter in Heaven looks on,” “The angels bake the bread,” and “Saint Martha will 
have to be cook” as a kind of vocal refrain. This he transforms at the end (“For all 
things awake to joy”) to bring closure to his magical vision of Paradise.

—Program notes ©Jane Vial Jaffe

Mahler composed the remainder of the Fourth Symphony in essence the 
following summer, completing the “final copy” in April 1901. He conducted the 
premiere on November 25, 1901, in Munich with the Kaim Orchestra and soprano 
Margarete Michalek. Though he published the work in 1902, he continued to 
make revisions after each performance he conducted, the last with the New York 
Philharmonic in 1911.

With the sunny naiveté of his tunes, the relatively smaller orchestration, and the 
“shorter” duration by the composer’s standards (though still over fifty minutes), 
Mahler had thought the Fourth would win him some new supporters. The 
reception at the premiere, however, was decidedly hostile. His critics had come to 
expect something gargantuan and felt short-changed and infuriated by the work’s 
little bells, charming melodies, and even the retuned violin in the scherzo—all 
of which are now counted among its inspired touches. Felix Weingartner took 
the work on tour with the Kaim orchestra immediately after the premiere and 
reactions again were negative, yet the Fourth had its supporters—it was well 
received in Stuttgart for some reason, and we know that it totally won the heart of 
Alban Berg, who heard it in Vienna. In the long run Mahler was right: the Fourth 
holds its place in the repertoire as his most popular and approachable symphony.

The first movement opens with a picturesque imitation of sleigh bells that will 
become the refrain of the celestial “sleigh ride” of the finale. Mahler presents 
a remarkable profusion of melodies, beginning with the graceful, somewhat 
old-fashioned main theme in the violins, to which basses then horns add new 
gestures. A forthright transitional theme from the clarinets and a lovely “second 
theme” in the cellos add to the melodic riches. He also introduces a jovial 
folklike tune on the oboe and bassoon before launching a varied version of all 
his ideas thus far. Even as he concludes this late-nineteenth-century take on the 
traditional repeat of the exposition, he presents yet another new idea, one of 
repose, before beginning his development section.

Here the sunny nature of the movement clouds over and the developing climax turns 
sinister. A trumpet call emerges—a precursor to that in the Fifth Symphony—and the 
music actually collapses from its own restless wanderings. In one of the composer’s 
masterstrokes, after recalling the main theme “too soon,” he simply allows the sound 
to die out, and, after a moment of silence, casually resumes the carefree main 
theme in the violins—an ingenious disguised recapitulation. It is as if the music’s 
shadows are only make-believe and can be banished like fairy-tale demons.

Though Mahler did not provide a programmatic guide to the work, he did 
acknowledge to friends that he thought of the scherzo as a “dance of death”—
so-listed in one of his concert programs in 1904—and he originally gave it 
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Sollt’ ein Festtag etwa kommen,
Alle Fische gleich mit Freuden 

angeschwommen!
Dort läuft schon Sankt Peter
Mit Netz und mit Köder,
Zum himmlischen Weiher hinein.
Sankt Martha die Köchin muss sein!

Kein Musik ist is nicht auf Erden,
Die unsrer verglichen kann werden.
Elftausend Jungfrauen
Zu tanzen sich trauen!
Sankt Ursula selbst dazu lacht!
Cäcilia mit ihren Verwandten
Sind treff liche Hofmusikanten!
Die englischen Stimmen
Ermuntern die Sinnen!
Dass Alles für Freuden erwacht.
 —Des Knaben Wunderhorn

TEXT AND TRANSLATION

Das himmlische Leben
Wir geniessen die himmlischen 

Freuden,
D’rum tun wir das Irdische meiden.
Kein weltlich’ Getümmel
Hört man nicht im Himmel!
Lebt Alles in sanftester Ruh’!

Wir führen ein englisches Leben!
Sind dennoch ganz lustig daneben!
Wir tanzen und springen,
Wir hüpfen und singen!
Sankt Peter im Himmel sieht zu!

Johannes das Lämmlein auslasset,
Der Metzger Herodes drauf passet!
Wie führen ein geduldig’s,
Unschuldig’s, geduldig’s,
Ein liebliches Lämmlein zu Tod!

Sankt Lukas den Ochsen tät schlachten
Ohn’ einig’s Bedenken und Achten;
Der Wein kost’t kein Heller
Im himmlischen Keller;
Die Englein, die backen das Brot.

Gut’ Kräuter von allerhand Arten,
Die wachsen im himmlischen Garten!
Gut’ Spargel, Fisolen,
Und was wir nur wollen,
Ganze Schüsseln voll sind uns bereit!

Gut’ Äpfel, gut’ Birn’ und gut Trauben!
Die Gärtner, die alles erlauben!
Willst Rehbock, willst Hasen?
Auf offener Strassen
Sie laufen herbei!

Heavenly Life
We enjoy heavenly pleasures,
therefore we avoid everything earthly.
No worldly turmoil
does one hear in Heaven!
We all live in sweetest peace.

We lead an angelic life,
so we are perfectly happy.
We dance and leap,
we skip and sing!
Saint Peter in Heaven looks on.

Saint John has lost his little lamb,
the butcher Herod is lurking!
We lead a patient,
guiltless, patient,
darling little lamb to death.

Saint Luke slaughters the oxen,
without the least misgiving or care;
Wine costs not a penny
in the heavenly tavern;
the angels bake the bread.

Fine herbs of all kinds,
grow in Heaven’s garden!
Fine asparagus, fine beans,
and all we could want,
whole bowls are prepared for us!

Fine apples, fine pears, and fine grapes!
The gardeners allow us everything!
You want venison, hare?
In the open streets
They run around!

When a holiday comes around,
all the fishes come joyfully swimming!
Off runs Saint Peter
with net and with bait,
toward the heavenly pond.
Saint Martha will have to be cook!

There’s no music at all on the Earth
that can ever compare with ours.
Eleven thousand virgins
trust themselves to dance.
Saint Ursula herself laughs about it!
Saint Cecilia with her companions
are splendid court musicians.
The angelic voices
delight the senses!
For all things awake to joy.
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George Manahan (BM ’73, MM ’76), Conductor 
George Manahan is in his 12th season as Director of Orchestral Activities at 
Manhattan School of Music, as well as Music Director Emeritus of the American 
Composers Orchestra. He served as Music Director of the New York City 
Opera for 14 seasons and was hailed for his leadership of the orchestra. He was 
also Music Director of the Richmond Symphony (VA) for 12 seasons. Recipient 
of Columbia University’s Ditson Conductor’s Award, Mr. Manahan was also 
honored by the American Society of Composers and Publishers (ASCAP) for his 
“career-long advocacy for American composers and the music of our time.” His 
Carnegie Hall performance of Samuel Barber’s Antony and Cleopatra was hailed 
by audiences and critics alike. “The fervent and sensitive performance that 
Mr. Manahan presided over made the best case for this opera that I have ever 
encountered,” said the New York Times. 

Mr. Manahan’s guest appearances include the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, Atlanta, 
San Francisco, Hollywood Bowl, and New Jersey, where he served as acting Music 
Director for four seasons. He has been a regular guest with the Curtis Institute and 
the Aspen Music Festival and has appeared with the opera companies of Seattle, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Chicago, Santa Fe, Paris, Sydney, Bologna, St. Louis, 
the Bergen Festival (Norway), and the Casals Festival (Puerto Rico). His many 
appearances on television include productions of La bohème, Lizzie Borden, and 
Tosca on PBS. The Live from Lincoln Center telecast of New York City Opera’s 
production of Madama Butterfly, under his direction, won a 2007 Emmy Award. 

George Manahan’s wide-ranging recording activities include the premiere 
recording of Steve Reich’s Tehillim for ECM; recordings of Edward Thomas’s 
Desire Under the Elms, which was nominated for a Grammy; Joe Jackson’s 
Will Power; and Tobias Picker’s Emmeline. He has conducted numerous world 
premieres, including Charles Wuorinen’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories, David 
Lang’s Modern Painters, Hans Werner Henze’s The English Cat, Tobias Picker’s 
Dolores Claiborne, and Terence Blanchard’s Champion. 

He received his formal musical training at Manhattan School of Music, studying 
conducting with Anton Coppola and George Schick, and was appointed to the 
faculty of the school upon his graduation, at which time the Juilliard School 
awarded him a fellowship as Assistant Conductor with the American Opera Center. 
Mr. Manahan was chosen as the Exxon Arts Endowment Conductor of the New 
Jersey Symphony the same year he made his opera debut with the Santa Fe Opera, 
conducting the American premiere of Arnold Schoenberg’s Von Heute auf Morgen.  

Sofia Gotch-Caruana (MM ’23), soprano
Originally from the Bay Area in Oakland, California, soprano Sofia Gotch-Caruana 
received her Bachelor of Arts degree in music and in English from University 
of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington. Sofia is a second-year Master’s degree 
candidate at Manhattan School of Music under the tutelage of Ruth Golden. 
Previous performance credits include Noémie in Manhattan School of Music’s 
outreach production of Massenet’s Cendrillon (Spring 2022); Giulietta in scenes from 
I Capuleti e i Montecchi and L’Armonia in Raphael Fusco’s La Canora Contesa with 
Classic Lyric Arts, Italy (Summer 2022); and chorus member in Manhattan School of 
Music’s production of Orpheus in the Underworld (Fall 2021). 

Upcoming performances include the Graduate Opera Theatre’s Opera Scenes 
production tomorrow evening, Thursday, October 20, and Kenneth Merrill’s 
Collaborative Seminar performance on December 13.

Sofia would like to thank her teacher, Ruth Golden, and her coach, Nobuko 
Amemiya, for their passionate teaching and mentorship. She would also like to 
thank her friends and family—namely her sister, Claire Gotch-Caruana, for her 
endless love and support. 
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Laura Hamilton (BM ’81, 

MM ’82, DMA ’84)
Leonard W. Hindell (BM ’64, MM ’68)
Daniel Hirschberg
Fung Ho (MM ’82)

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society

MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC DONORS 
Gifts received in FY 2022 (July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022)

Manhattan School of Music is deeply grateful to the community of generous donors who support our commitment to 
excellence in education, performance, and creative activity and to the cultural enrichment of the larger community. 
For more information about giving opportunities, please contact Susan Madden, Vice President for Advancement, at 
917-493-4115 or smadden@msmnyc.edu.

$1 million and above
Estate of Phillip Kawin 

(BM ’82, MM ’85)
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

$250,000 to $999,999
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14) 
Lorraine Gallard and 

Richard H. Levy 
Gart Family Foundation
Michael F. Neidorff (HonDMA ’17)*  

and Noemi K. Neidorff (BM ’70,  
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)  /  
Centene Charitable Foundation 

Bill and Patricia O’Connor

$100,000 to $249,999
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
William Goldstein (BM ’65)
Eric Gronningsater
David G. Knott and Françoise 

Girard / McKinsey & Company
New York State Council on the Arts
PwC Charitable Foundation
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden

$50,000 to $99,999
Estate of Elizabeth G. Beinecke
Anna Bulgari Revocable Trust
Carol Lieberman
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Solomon Mikowsky
The Arthur and Mae Orvis 

Foundation 
The Rubin-Ladd Foundation
Estate of Harold Schonberg
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Augustine Foundation 
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable 

Foundation
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
The Chisholm Foundation
Edith H. Friedheim (MM ’72) / 

Eric Friedheim Foundation
Charles and Carol Grossman 

Family Fund 
Marcia and Don Hamilton 
Lori and Alan Harris
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeffrey Heller
Han Jo Kim
Edward Lowenthal 
Susan Rochlis / The Rochlis 

Family Foundation
Lois Roman
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. 

Samuels Foundation 
Twiford Foundation

Maria and Guillermo Vogel
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)

$10,000 to $24,999
An Anonymous Family Foundation
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation 
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation 
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation
Allen H. and Selma W. Berkman 

Charitable Trust 
Botti Family Fund
Alejandro Cordero 
The Enoch Foundation 
The Eric and Margaret 

Friedberg Foundation
Karey and Javier Gonzalez
Jane A. Gross 
Elinor and Andrew Hoover
J.C.C. Fund
Dominique Laffont
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
Margot Patron 
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel 
Maria Elvira Salgar
Carl and Aviva Saphier
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz 
Mari and Kenneth Share 

Family Gift Fund
Epp Sonin (MM ’70)
Mónica and Angel Sosa
Stephen and Elaine Stamas 

Scholarship Fund
Michael G. Stewart
Michelle Deal Winfield and 

Claude L. Winfield
Frank and Jean Zhang / Jin 

Hua Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
The ASCAP Foundation 
Annunziato Family 

Charitable Gift Fund
Alex Assoian Music Project
The Hilaria and Alec 

Baldwin Foundation
Tony Bechara
Matt and Andrea Bergeron
Bond Schoeneck & King
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Veronica Bulgari
Chartwells Dining Services 
Jeffrey Cohen† and Lucie Robert†

EALgreen
M.P. & J.G. Epstein Philanthropic Fund
Richard Gaddes
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
Sylvia Hemingway / The 

Hemingway Foundation

Howard Herring (MM ’74, 
HonDMA ’15)

J & J Flooring
Max Kade Foundation
Nancy M. Kissinger (’54)
The Elaine Kligerman Charitable Fund
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation 
Clement Meadmore Foundation
Jason Moran (BM ’97) and 

Alicia Moran (BM ’00)
New York City Council
HaeSun Paik
Steven Palladino
RIK Electric Corporation 
Hyon and Jeffrey Schneider
Beverly and Arthur T. 

Shorin Foundation
The Shoshanna Foundation
Ted Smith (BM ’80)
Jane Steele (MM ’80) and 

William Sussman
The Tang Fund

$2,500 to $4,999
An Anonymous Donor
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu
Averick Philanthropic Foundation
Carl Baron (MM ’11)
Joel Bell
Justin H. Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Noreen and Ken Buckfire
Teresa Bulgheroni
Mick and Michelle Burke
Eagan Family Foundation
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
Evco Mechanical Corporation
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas  
General Plumbing Corporation
Peter L. Horvath (BM ’64, MM ’65)
Israel Discount Bank of New York
Chloé Kiffer†

Patricia Kopec† and Jay E. Selman 
The Arthur Loeb Foundation 
Ann M. McKinney (MM ’81)
Barbara and Dermot O’Reilly
Jim Petercsak (BM ’66, MM ’68) 
The Presser Foundation 
Proclean Maintenance Systems
Rahm Family Fund 
Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation 
Sir Cesare L. Santeramo KCSJ
Anthony Scelba
The Thomas P. and Cynthia 

D. Sculco Foundation
Irene Schultz
Steinway & Sons
Henry Sung

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT 
Manhattan School of Music’s Centennial Project was an ambitious program of improvements to the School’s 
architecturally distinguished campus coinciding with MSM’s 100th anniversary. The centerpiece of the Project was 
the renovation of Neidorff-Karpati Hall, MSM’s principal performance space, which has been transformed into a 
state-of-the-art venue to showcase our talented students. Built in 1931 and designed by Shreve, Lamb & Harmon, 
the architects of the Empire State Building, the hall has been called “one of the Art Deco treats in the city” by the 
New York Times. The Project also included a dramatic and welcoming new campus entrance on Claremont Avenue, 
new practice rooms, and an expansion of the main entryway and lobby.

Anchor Gift
Michael* and Noémi K. Neidorff/ 

Centene Charitable Foundation

$2 million and above
City of New York  

Eric L. Adams, Mayor

$250,000 to $499,999
The Baisley Powell Elabash Fund
Donald and Marcia Clay Hamilton
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Sceneworks Studios

$150,000 to $249,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli and Marco Pecori
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal

$100,000 to $149,000
Ed Annunziato
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas
Linda* and Toby Mercuro*
Michelle Ong/First Initiative 

Foundation Limited

$50,000 to $99,999
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio
Jane A. Gross
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
New York State Council on the Arts
Maria E. Salgar
Chiona Xanthopoulou Schwarz

Mónica and Angel Sosa
Maria and Guillermo F. Vogel

$25,000 to $49,999
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
Richard Gaddes
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeffrey Heller
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri
McKinsey & Company
Margot and Adolfo* Patron
Leonard Slatkin† and Cindy McTee
Epp K.J. Sonin

$10,000 to $24,999
Joyce Aboussie
Joan and Alan Ades-Taub 

Family Foundation
Louis Alexander
Chartwells Dining Services
Sharon E. Daley-Johnson
Evco Mechanical Corporation
Capt.Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.)
Ruth Golden†

Hyde and Watson Foundation
Warren Jones†

Henry A. Kissinger and 
Nancy M. Kissinger

The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation
Carl and Aviva Saphier
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines

$5,000 to $9,999
An Anonymous Donor
American String Quartet†

Yvette Bendahan

Justin Bischof (BM ’90,  
MM ’92, DMA ’98)

John K. Blanchard†

Glenn Dicterow† and Karen Dreyfus†

Dianne Flagello
Hans and Gloria* Gesell
Joan Gordon†

Bryan J. Greaney†

Carol B. Grossman
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan
HBO
Holzman Moss Bottino Architecture
IDB Bank
J & J Flooring 
Phillip N. Kawin*
Patinka Kopec† and Dr. Jay Selman
Esther O. Lee
So-Chung Shinn and Tony W. Lee
George† and Mary Lou Manahan
Carol Matos†

Gary Mercer*
Marjorie Merryman†

Gary W. Meyer
Alexandre A. Moutouzkine†

James Petercsak
Stan Ponte and John Metzner
Regina Rheinstein
RIK Electric Corporation
Nolan M. Robertson
Robert A. Siegel
Marc Silverman†

Robert and Victoria Sirota
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society

Shu Huang and Jianan Yao
Judith and Leonard Hyman
Peter Haring Judd Fund
Steven J. Kane (MM ’97)
Carl Kanter
Martha Klein
Wolfram G. Koessel†
Jean Love
Jane Lyons
Susan Madden†

Make the World a Better Place Fund
Catherine Malfitano (BM ’71)†

Anthony Mazzariello (’71)
Linda McKnight 
Steve McLure
Rev. Andy McQuery (BM ’99,  

MM ’01, PS ’02)

Jennifer Megna
Michael Parloff† and Inmo Parloff
Melrose Phillips
Susan and Kanti Rai Gift Fund
Wendy Rolfe (MM ’76, DMA ’85) 

and Benjamin Dunham 
Roger F. Rose 
Jarvis and Mary Jo Ryals
Eganam Segbefia (MM ’18)
Walter F. and Margaret M. Siebecker
Lisa Raskin Sofield
Paul Sperry†

Norman Spizz (BM ’60, MM ’61)
Jane Startz and Peter Barton
Kwong Sum Charity Fund
Brian Suntken (BM ’83, MM ’89)
Manabu Takasawa (MM ’89)

David J. Tancredi (MM ’76)
David C. Tay (BM ’11)
Mark and Linda Thomsen
Larry and Debra Tietze
Kent Tritle†

Gary Trout and Kenneth Latsch
Gordon Turk (MM ’86, DMA ’89)
Katharina Volk and James Zetzel
John Walton (BM ’79)
BeBe Shopp Waring (BM ’52)
Leslie and Alan Wolfe
Noreen and Ned Zimmerman

We also gratefully recognize the 590 
donors of gifts under $250.

Michelle Deal Winfield and 
Claude L. Winfield

Yorke Construction Corporation

$2,500 to $4,999
Bond Schoeneck & King
Nick & Melissa Borkowski
Jeff Breithaupt† and 

Shelley McPherson
Bright Power
Peter Christensen and Monica 

Coen Christensen†

Brian Dailey
Bill Delaney
General Plumbing Corporation
Geneva Pension Consultants
Melissa Kaish and Jon Dorfman
Judith Klotz
Harry Tze-Him Lee
Susan Madden†

Philippe Muller†

Susan and David Rahm
Cassie and Billy Rahm
Lucie Robert† and Jeffrey Cohen†

Jimmy Roberts
Lois R. Roman
Israel Schossev†

Inesa Sinkevych†

Steinway & Sons
Telebeam Telephone Systems
Mallory and Diane Walker
Carol Wincenc

$1,000 to $2,499
An Anonymous Donor
American Elevator & Machine Corp
Marcos Arbaitman
Nina and Arkady† Aronov
Daniel Avshalomov†

Bellet Construction
Christopher Breiseth
Elizabeth A. R. and Ralph 

S. Brown, Jr.

Burda Construction
Laurie Carney†

Linda Chesis†

Michael R. and Nina I. Douglas
Alan S. Epstein
Daniel Epstein†

Ghent Realty Services
Phil Glick
David Goodman
Thomas Gottschalk
The Stecher and Horowitz Foundation
Stephen Jacobsohn and 

Maura Reinblatt
Han Jo Kim
Wolfram Koessel† and Mae Barizo
Byung-Kook Kwak
Lubrano Ciavarra Architects
Tondra and Jeffrey H. Lynford
Nash Family Foundation
Chris and Jody Parrish
Maitland Peters† and Karen 

Beardsley Peters†

William Plapinger and Cassie Murray
Luis Plaza
Jeffrey Langford† and Joanne Polk†

Red Hook Management
Ted† and Lesley Rosenthal
Bette and Richard Saltzman
Cynthia D. and Thomas P. Sculco
Sound Associates
Richard W. Southwick
Sterling National Bank
Richard Stewart/ECS Enterprises
Adrienne and Gianluigi Vittadini
Nina Baroness von Maltzahn
Ronald G. Weiner
Peter Winograd† and Caterina Szepes

$500 to $999
Laurie Beckelman
Robert Bucker
Noreen and Kenneth Buckfire
Paul and Delight Dodyk

Jonathan Feldman
Duane Morris
Casey M. Dunn and  

David Molino Dunn
Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner
David Geber† and Julia Lichten†

Michael Graff
Kathy and Arthur Langhaus
Solomon Mikowsky†

John Pagano†

Kariné Poghosyan†

Jesse Rosen
Eduardo Salvati
Laura Sametz
Paul Sperry†

$100 to $499
Karen F. Baer
Mary Ellin Barrett*
Joel Chatfield
Robert Stillman Cohen
Elizabeth J. de Almeida
Simone Dinnerstein and 

Jeremy Greensmith
Doris Holloway
Merrimon Hipps, Jr.
Jacqueline M. Johnson
David Jolley†

Andrew Jorgensen and  
Mark Stuart-Smith

Carol Lam
Carrie Newman
Angelyn MacWilliams
Lee Middlebrook Moore
Farida Paramita
Tobias Picker
Christopher Preiss
Kelly Sawatsky† and Jeremy Fletcher
Sybil Shainwald
Donna and James Storey
Christine and Rob Thorn
William Vollinger
Jason Wachtler

An Anonymous Donor
Richard E. Adams
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Louis Alexander
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu
Angelo Badalamenti
Frank Bamberger
Gabrielle Bamberger
Alan Barry
Renee Bash
Peter Basquin
William S. Beinecke*
Yvette Benjamin
Blanche H. Blitstein
Louis M. Bonifati
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Susan Brenner
James B. Coker
Michael Devine
Maurice Eisenstadt*
J. S. Ellenberger

Susan Ennis
Dianne and Nicolas* Flagello
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.)
Janet F. Frank
Rabbi Mordecai Genn
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein
Marian Greathouse
Carolyn Zepf Hagner
Heather A. Hamilton
Phillip N. Kawin*†

Diane Kettering
Alan M. and Karen Schiebler Knieter
Doris Konig
Carol Lieberman
Frank Lotrario
Alta Malberg and Marc I. Malberg
Shigeru Matsuno
Charlotte Mayerson
Claire A. Meyer
Solomon Mikowsky†

Warren R. Mikulka

Charles B. Nelson Jr.
Constance E. Nickel and Saul D. Raw
Anthony Posk
John A. and Catherine Prince*
Barbara and Dermot O’Reilly
Regina Rheinstein
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Mary S. Riebold
Evelyn Ronell
Lesley and Ted Rosenthal†
Elizabeth and Walter Sayre
Alex Shapiro
Marc Silverman†

Amy R. Sperling
Carleton B. Spotts
Sondra Tammam†

Flavio Varani
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines
Keith L. Wiggs
Theo George Wilson

GALAXY SOCIETY
Members of the Galaxy Society ensure the future of Manhattan School of Music through inclusion of the School in 
their long-range financial and estate plans. We are grateful for their vision and generosity, which helps ensure that 
MSM continues to thrive into the next century and enables aspiring young artists to reach for the stars.

The Applause Society recognizes the steadfast and loyal support of foundations and individuals who have made gifts 
to the School each and every year for ten years or more. We have made every effort to list MSM donors accurately. If 
your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an inaccuracy, please contact Tanner Stegink in the Advancement 
Office at 917-493-4490, or at tstegink@msmnyc.edu.
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FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Founder’s Society honors the extraordinary generosity of the following individuals and institutions whose 
cumulative giving to Manhattan School of Music exceeded $250,000 (as of June 30, 2022). These exceptional 
donors enable MSM to provide world-class conservatory training to immensely talented students. We are deeply 
grateful for their special dedication to the School’s mission and culture of artistic excellence and musicianship.

$5 million and above

Michael Neidorff* and  
Noémi K. Neidorff/ 
Centene Charitable Foundation

G. Chris Andersen and  
SungEun Han-Andersen

$1 to $5 million

Joan Taub Ades & Alan M. Ades*
The ASCAP Foundation 
Carla Bossi-Comelli 
The ELMA Philanthropies 
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Lorraine Gallard and 

Richard H. Levy
Gart Family Foundation 
Gordon K. Greenfield*
Gordon and Harriet 

Greenfield Foundation
Estate of Jacqueline Kacere
Estate of Phillip Kawin
Estate of Dora Zaslavsky Koch 
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal 
Alfred* and Claude Mann 
Joseph F. McCrindle 

Foundation and Estate of 
Joseph F. McCrindle

Estate of Homer Mensch 
Miller Family Foundation

William R. Miller*
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Octavian Society
The Arthur and Mae 

Orvis Foundation 
Susan and David Rahm
Estate of Cathleen A. Ryan
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 
Flavio Varani
Helen F. Whitaker Fund

$500,000 to $999,999

Altman Foundation
Nancy Terner Behrman*/ 

Fund for Individual Potential
William S. Beinecke*
Mary Owen Borden Foundation 
Estate of Ruth Chatfield
Ann and Gordon Getty 

Foundation 
Michael W. Greene
Marcia and Donald Hamilton 
Jewish Foundation for  

Education of Women
Estate of Kellogg Johnson 
Estate of Marga King 
Ruth M. Knight Foundation
David G. Knott and  

Françoise Girard
Estate of Edith Kriss
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation
A. L. and Jennie L. 

Luria Foundation
Estate of Viola B. Marcus 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Linda Bell Mercuro* and  

Toby Mercuro*
Solomon Mikowsky† 
Ambrose Monell Foundation 
Estate of Christianne Orto
Fan Fox and Leslie R. 

Samuels Foundation
Sceneworks Studio
Harold and Helene 

Schonberg Trust

$250,000 to $499,999

An Anonymous Donor
Annie Laurie Aitken 

Charitable Trust
Estate of C. J. Stuart Allan 

Amato Opera Theater
Rose L. Augustine* and 

Augustine Foundation
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod 
Michael R. Bloomberg
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation 
Delin and Abelardo Bru /  

Kimberly-Clark Foundation
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Edgar Foster Daniels* 
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Ervika Foundation 
Cecilia and John Farrell 
Estate of Ellen G. Fezer 
First Initiative Foundation/

Michelle Ong
Yveta S. Graff*
Eric Gronningsater
William Randolph Hearst 

Foundation
Estate of Rea F. Hooker 
Jephson Educational Trusts 
Stanley Thomas Johnson 

Foundation
Anna-Maria and Stephen 

Kellen Foundation
Estate of Anna Case Mackay 
National Endowment for the Arts 
New York State Higher Education 

Capital Matching Grant Board
Henry Nias Foundation 
Estate of Rosalie Weir 
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Jody and Peter Robbins 
Evelyn Sharp Foundation
The Starr Foundation 
Surdna Foundation 
Patrick N. W. Turner
Gabe Wiener Foundation
Maria and Guillermo Vogel

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society

ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Alan M. and Joan Taub 

Ades Scholarship
Licia Albanese Scholarship
Augustine Guitar Scholarship
Herbert R. and Evelyn 

Axelrod Scholarship
Frances Hall Ballard Scholarship
Artur Balsam Scholarship
Hans and Klara Bauer 

Scholarship for Cello
Jordan Berk Scholarship
Selma W. Berkman Memorial 

Scholarship
Vera Blacker Scholarship in Piano
Carmine Caruso Memorial Scholarship
Edgar Foster Daniels 

Scholarship in Voice
Baisley Powell Elebash Scholarship
Gart Family Foundation Scholarship
Lloyd Gelassen Fellowship 

Fund Scholarship
Rita Y. and Herbert Z. 

Gold Scholarship
William Goldstein Scholarship
Michael W. Greene Scholarship
Charles Grossman Memorial  

Scholarship
Grusin/Rosen Jazz Scholarship
Adolphus Hailstork-Mary 

Weaver Scholarship
William Randolph Hearst Scholarship
Helen Fahnestock Hubbard 

Family Scholarship
Alexandra Hunt Vocal Scholarship
Deolus Husband Memorial 

Scholarship for Composition
Eugene Istomin Scholarship in Piano
Phillip Kawin Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Peter J. Kent Scholarship
Marga and Arthur King Scholarship
Kraeuter Violin Scholarship

Edith Kriss Piano Scholarship
LADO Scholarship
Marquis George MacDonald 

Scholarship
Robert Mann Scholarship in Violin 

& Chamber Music Studies
Viola B. Marcus Memorial Scholarship
Masolinar “Mackie” Marks 

Scholarship
Joseph F. McCrindle Scholarship
Clement Meadmore Scholarship 

in Jazz Studies
Homer and Constance 

Mensch Scholarship
Samuel and Mitzi Newhouse 

Scholarship
Birgit Nilsson Scholarship
Scott Oakley Memorial Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Mae Zenke Orvis Opera Scholarship
Ethel Hollander Planchar Scholarship
Paul Price Percussion Scholarship
Rahm-Berkman Scholarship
Judith Raskin Memorial Scholarship
Jay Rubinton Scholarship
Leon Russianoff Memorial Scholarship
Walt Sayre Trombone Scholarship
Scott Shayne Sinclair 

Scholarship in Guitar
Joseph M. Smith Scholarship
Margaret Hoswell van der Marck 

Memorial Scholarship in Opera
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano
Dona D. Vaughn Voice Scholarship
Emily M. Voorhis Scholarship
Rachmael Weinstock 

Scholarship in Violin
Avedis Zildjian Percussion Scholarship

Precollege
An Anonymous Jazz 

Precollege Scholarship

Alex Assoian Music Project 
Precollege Scholarship

Dr. Michelle Solarz August 
Precollege Scholarship in Piano

Kate Bamberger Memorial 
Violin Scholarship

Matilda Cascio Precollege Scholarship
Cuker/Stern Precollege Scholarship
Florence Duvall Precollege 

Scholarship
Marion Feldman Scholarship
Dianne Danese Flagello 

Precollege Scholarship
Rosetta Goodkind Precollege 

Scholarship
Andrew Goodman Memorial 

Precollege Scholarship
Dorothy Hales Gary Scholarship
Jocelyn Gertel Precollege Scholarship
Constance Keene Precollege 

Piano Scholarship
Patinka Kopec Precollege 

Violin Scholarship
Mary B. Lenom Scholarship
Frank and Joseph Lotrario 

Precollege Scholarship
Sassa Maniotis Precollege Scholarship
Jan Morreel Precollege Classical 

Music Scholarship
Nana’s Way Precollege 

Division Scholarship
Carl Owen Memorial Scholarship
Maitland Peters and Karen Beardsley 

Precollege Voice Scholarship
Precollege Parents Scholarship
Rita and Morris Relson Scholarship
Jonathan and Conrad Strasser 

Memorial Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Michelle Deal and Claude L. Winfield 

Precollege Jazz Scholarship

ANNUAL NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Richard E. Adams French 

Horn Scholarship
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation Scholarship
The ASCAP Foundation/Fran 

Morgenstern Davis Scholarship
Augustine Foundation Scholarship
Arthur Balsam Memorial Scholarship
Theodore H. Barth Foundation 

Scholarship
Bettina Baruch Foundation 

Scholarship
Frank & Lydia Bergen 

Foundation Scholarship
EALgreen Scholarship
First Initiative Hong Kong/

China Scholarship

International Advisory 
Board Scholarship

J.C.C. Fund/Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
of New York Scholarship

Jephson Educational 
Trust Scholarship

Elaine Budnick Kligerman Scholarship 
in Collaborative Piano

Hugh Masekela Heritage Scholarship
Walter W. Naumburg 

Foundation Scholarship
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 

Annual Opera Scholarship
Jim Petercsak Annual Scholarship
Sabian/Robert Zildjian 

Memorial Scholarship

Harold and Helene Schonberg 
Pianist Scholarship

Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Music Scholarship
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano

Precollege
Hansoree Scholarship
Chloé Kiffer Precollege Scholarship
Nancy Kissinger Precollege 

Scholarship
Josephine Luby Precollege 

Scholarship
Alfred and Jane Ross 

Precollege Scholarship
The Rochlis Family Foundation 

Scholarship

We have made every effort to list MSM donors accurately. If your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an 
inaccuracy, please contact Tanner Stegink in the Advancement Office at 917-493-4490, or at tstegink@msmnyc.edu.
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC LEADERSHIP

President’s Council
James Gandre, President
Joyce Griggs, Executive Vice President and Provost
Jeff Breithaupt, Vice President for 

Media and Communications
Anthony Cammarano, Associate Vice 

President for Finance and Controller
Monica C. Christensen, Dean of Students
Melissa Cocco, Vice President and Dean 

of Enrollment Management
Reiko Fueting, Dean of Academic Core 

and Head of Composition
Liza Gennaro, Dean of Musical Theatre
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts

Bryan Greaney, Associate Vice President 
for Facilities and Campus Safety

Ingrid Jensen, Dean of Jazz Arts
JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies 

and Orchestral Performance
Susan Madden, Vice President for Advancement
Tangella S. Maddox, Senior Vice President 

and Chief Financial Officer
Carol Matos, Vice President for Administration and HR
Kelly Sawatsky, Dean of Academic Affairs
Alexa Smith, Associate Vice President for 

Strategic Innovation and Special Initiatives
Madeline Tolliver, Dean of Performance 

and Production Operations

Board of Trustees
Lorraine Gallard, Chair
David G. Knott, PhD. Vice Chair
James Gandre, EdD, President
Edward Lowenthal, Treasurer
Noémi K. Neidorff (BM ’70,  

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17), Secretary
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Delano R. Copprue
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08,  

HonDMA ’22)
Susan Ennis

Eric Gronningsater
Marcia Clay Hamilton
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Lori Harris
Nancy Freund Heller
Han Jo Kim, MD
Nicholas Mann
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Bill O’Connor
Lois Roman
Paul Schnell

Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)

Trustees Emeriti
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
David A. Rahm (HonDMA ’07),  

Chair Emeritus
Robert G. Simon

Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08,  

HonDMA ’22)
Glenn Dicterow
Peter Duchin

Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Stefon Harris (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita

Bernard Labadie (HonDMA ’18)
Lang Lang (HonDMA ’12)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Pinchas Zukerman (HonDMA ’93)

Artistic Advisory Council

Department Chairs and Program Directors
Michelle Baker, Chair, Brass
David Chan, Head, Orchestral Performance Program
Linda Chesis, Chair, Woodwinds
Mark Delpriora, Chair, Guitar
John Forconi, Chair, Collaborative Piano
Andrew Henderson, Chair, Organ
Margaret Kampmeier, Chair and Artistic Director, 

Contemporary Performance Program 

Christopher Lamb, Chair, Percussion
Jeffrey Langford, Associate Dean of Doctoral  

Studies and Chair, Music History
George Manahan, Director of Orchestral Activities
Nicholas Mann, Chair, Strings
Alexandre Moutouzkine, Co-Head, Piano
John Pagano, Chair, Humanities
Inesa Sinkevych, Co-Head, Piano

Justin Bischof (BM ’90,  
MM ’92, DMA ’98), Chair

Michael Fahie (MM ’02), Vice Chair
Elaine Alvarez (BM ’02, MM ’04)

Chira Bell (BM ’22)
Blair Cagney (BM ’18, MM ’20)
Brian Holman (MM ’04)
Yahan Liu (MM ’19)

Christopher Nappi (BM ’86, MM ’88)
Penny Prince (BM ’74, MM ’76)
Eganam Segbefia (MM ’18)
Jarrett Winters Morley (BM ’20)

Alumni Council

International Advisory Board
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA 

’20), Chair, Switzerland
Mita Aparicio, Mexico
Delin Bru, United States
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63), 

Peru/United States
Alejandro Cordero, Argentina

Eric Gronningsater, United States
Raul M. Gutierrez, Mexico/Spain
Lori Harris, United States
Masaaki Maeda, Japan/United States
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri, Italy
Michelle Ong, Hong Kong
Margot Patron, Mexico

Chiona Xanthopoulou-
Schwarz, Germany

Angel Sosa, Mexico
Flavio Varani (BM ’68,  

MM ’70), Brazil/United States
Guillermo Vogel, Mexico

GIVE TODAY!

Help our students 
reach for the stars!

S C A N  M E

MSMNYC.EDU/GIVING



ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its more than 1,000 superbly talented undergraduate and 
graduate students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; 
its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development 
of aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing 
doctoral studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM 
grants a range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins 
as a music school for children, the Precollege Division is a highly competitive 
and professionally oriented Saturday music program, dedicated to the musical 
and personal growth of talented young musicians ages 5 to 18. The School also 
serves some 2,000 New York City schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education 
Program, and another 2,000 students through its critically acclaimed Distance 
Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making  
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Advancement Office at 917-493-4434 or visit msmnyc.edu/support

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.
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