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PRO GR A M

W. A . MOZ A RT 	 “Aprite un po’ quegli occhi” from Le nozze di Figaro
(1756 –1791 )

Zhenpeng Zhang, baritone	 Marco Rizzello, piano
Tianjin, China	 Mercato Saraceno, Italy 
Student of Cynthia Hoffmann	 Student of Thomas Lausmann

F R A N Z S C H U BE RT 	 Der Neugierige from Die schöne Müllerin
(179 7–182 8)

Ross Macatangay, baritone	 Ye In Kwak, piano
New York, New York	 Seoul, South Korea 
Student of Mark Schnaible	 Student of Myra Huang

GI US E PPE V E R DI 	 “Questa o quella” from Rigoletto
(181 3 –1901 )

Woo Jin Dong, tenor	 Hong Hong, piano
Seoul, South Korea	 Shanghai, China 
Student of Dimitri Pittas	 Student of Kenneth Merrill



GE ORGE F R I E DR IC H A N DE L 	 “Svegliatevi nel core” from Giulio Cesare
(1756 –1791 )

Hannah Jones, mezzo soprano	 Carrie Wang, piano
Houston, Texas	 Bengbu, China
Student of Ashley Putnam	 Student of Thomas Muraco

GI US E PPE V E R DI 	 “Infelice e tuo credevi” from Ernani
(181 3 –1901 )

Benjamin Sokol, bass	 Shaobai Yuan, piano
Westbury, New York	 Changzhou, China
Student of James Morris	 Student of Kenneth Merrill

A LT E R NAT E

ROBE RT A L DR I D GE 	 “Is belief a gift?” from Elmer Gantry
( b.  19 54 )

H E R S C H E L GA R F EI N 
( b.  19 5 7)

Justin Bell, tenor	 Marco Rizzello, piano
Jackson, Mississippi	 Mercato Saraceno, Italy
Student of Ruth Golden	 Student of Thomas Lausmann
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Simon Estes, bass-baritone
Legendary bass-baritone and internationally renowned opera star Simon Estes 
made his operatic debut with the Deutsche Opera as Ramfis in Aida in 1965. 
Without the financial support of the NAACP and the New York Community 
Trust this would not have been possible.  Since winning the Bronze Medal 
in Moscow’s Tchaikovsky competition in 1966, he has performed with major 
opera companies around the globe, including the Metropolitan Opera, La 
Scala, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Paris Opera, Royal Opera House Covent 
Garden, Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona, San Francisco Opera, Deutsche 
Oper Berlin, Florence Opera, and the State Operas of Hamburg, Munich, and 
Vienna, as well as the Zurich Opera House. In high demand as a recitalist and 
orchestral soloist, he has appeared regularly with 115 orchestras, including 
the Berlin Philharmonic, Boston Symphony, Chicago Symphony, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Philharmonic 
Orchestra of London, London Symphony Orchestra, the National Orchestra of 
Spain, Montreal Symphony Orchestra, Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, Moscow Symphony 
Orchestra, Symphonic Orchestra of the Municipal Theater in Rio de Janeiro, 
and the Vienna Philharmonic.

Of the over 100 roles in his repertoire, he is most often associated with King 
Phillip in Don Carlo, Wotan in Wagner’s Ring cycle, Amfortas in Parsifal, King 
Mark in Tristan and Isolde, the four bass-baritone roles in The Tales of Hoffmann, 
Escamillo in Carmen, Porgy in Porgy and Bess, and the title roles in Boris Godunov, 
Verdi’s Attila, Nabucco, Oberto, and Macbeth, Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro, 
Saint-Saëns’s King Henry VIII, Rossini’s Moses, and Berthold Goldschmidt’s 
Beatrice Cenci. In the title role in Wagner’s The Flying Dutchman he appeared 
triumphantly for six successive years at the Bayreuth Festival. His debut there 
marked the first appearance of a Black male artist at this shrine to Richard 
Wagner. In 1985, he was the Metropolitan Opera’s first Porgy.

Mr. Estes holds the unique honor of being the only singer to have sung for 
both the 25th and 50th Anniversary of the United Nations. He sang during 
the opening of the Olympic Games in Munich in 1972 and performed with the 
Boston Pops as part of the Statue of Liberty centennial celebration in 1986. He 
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performed in the U.S premiere of Shostakovich’s 14th Symphony with Eugene 
Ormandy and the Philadelphia Orchestra and received a Grammy nomination 
for Best Classical Album of the Year.

Among other conductors with whom Mr. Estes has worked are Gerd Albrecht, 
Leonard Bernstein, Gary Bertini, Myung Whun Chung, James Conlon, Sir 
Colin Davis, Rafael Fruhbeck de Burgos, Carlo Maria Giulini, James Levine, 
Lorin Maazel, Kurt Masur, Zubin Mehta, Riccardo Muti, Seiji Ozawa, Mstislav 
Rostropovich, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Wolfgang Sawallisch, Giuseppe Sinopoli, Sir 
Georg Solti, Horst Stein, Marcello Viotti, David Zinman, and Joseph Guinta.

Other notable artists Mr. Estes has performed with are Grace Bumbry, 
Montserrat Caballe, Jose Carreras, Placido Domingo, Mirella Freni, Nicolai 
Ghiaurov, Birgit Nilsson, Jessye Norman, Luciano Pavarotti, Leontyne Price, 
Joan Sutherland, Shirley Verrett, Harry Belafonte, Johnny Cash, Ray Charles, 
John Denver, Audrey Hepburn, Whitney Houston, Danny Kaye, Barry 
Manilow, Gregory Peck, Sir Peter Ustinov, and Wynton Marsalis.

Mr. Estes has recorded on the Auvidis, Decca, Deutsche Grammophon, 
Deutsche Schallplatten, EMI, Philips Classics, and Sony Classical labels. In 
Bayreuth he recorded Wagner’s The Flying Dutchman with Woldemar Nelsson 
conducting the Bayreuth Festival Orchestra and Chorus, and sang for the 
centennial production of Parsifal with James Levine conducting. Other 
recordings include Bizet‘s Carmen with Seiji Ozawa and Jessye Norman, 
highlights from Porgy and Bess, and a collection of Broadway’s Greatest Hits 
with Willie Anthony Waters conducting; Verdi’s Requiem and Mozart’s 
Requiem as well as Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, all conducted by Carlo Maria 
Giulini. With Sir Colin Davis he has recorded Handel’s Messiah, the Fauré 
Requiem, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and Saint-Saëns’s Samson and Dalila; 
with the Vienna Philharmonic and Lorin Maazel, Mahler’s Symphony No. 8; 
and Stravinsky’s Oedipus Rex with Esa-Pekka Salonen conducting. Steal Away, 
his recording of spirituals with Donald Ryan as accompanist and arranger, was 
released on the Deutsche Schallplatten label.

In 1990, Simon Estes sang for the inauguration of the first Black governor of the 
United States, Governor Wilder of Virginia; performed for Nelson Mandela at 
the Riverside Church; sang with the National Symphony Orchestra, conducted by 
Mstislav Rostropovich on July 4th; and sang for the Conference of the Anatomy of 
Hate in Oslo under the patronage of the Norwegian Nobel Peace Prize Committee 
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and the Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity, with former president Jimmy 
Carter, Vaclav Havel, Nelson Mandela, and Elie Wiesel in attendance. 

Mr. Estes sang as soloist in William Schuman’s A Free Song at the Kennedy 
Center’s inaugural concert, which  President Richard Nixon attended. He sang 
at the White House for President Bush, Sr. and gave a command performance 
for President Lyndon B. Johnson. At the conclusion of Operation Desert 
Storm in 1991, Simon Estes gave a concert at the Cathedral Church of St. John 
the Divine, with Dick Cheney, General Colin Powell, and General Norman 
Schwarzkopf in attendance. He returned to the Cathedral in 1994 to sing for 
Nobel Laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu. He sang twice for Pope John Paul 
II at the Vatican. Mr. Estes has also performed for the presidents of Canada, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Switzerland, and South Africa and royalty 
from Monaco, England, Sweden, Norway, Romania, and Spain.

Simon Estes sang in a concert at Alice Tully Hall in 2004 celebrating the 30th 
Anniversary of the Licia Albanese–Puccini Foundation and was presented with 
the Puccini Foundation‘s Baccarat Award in recognition of his achievements 
in the arts. In 2007, he sang for the Inauguration of Harvard University‘s 
first female president, President Faust. In 2008, Mr. Estes sang four times 
for Barack Obama during his campaign, including for the Jefferson/Jackson 
Dinner, a fundraiser in Des Moines, Iowa, attended by Democratic candidates 
Barack Obama, Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton, John Edwards, Chris Dodd, 	
and Bill Richardson.

Also in 2008, in response to the devastating tornado and f looding in Iowa, Mr. 
Estes performed a benefit concert with the Des Moines Symphony Orchestra, 
under the baton of Maestro Joseph Giunta.  Mr. Estes presented a check for 
$38,000 to the citizens of Parkersburg, Iowa and performed another benefit 
concert with the choir of Wartburg College to assist the f lood victims and 
churches in Waverly, Iowa.

In 2010, along with the Simon Estes Music High School Choir from Cape 
Town, South Africa, he sang for the Grand Finale Concert at the World Cup 
in Johannesburg, with the president of South Africa in attendance. In 2011, 
Simon Estes and Rotary International sponsored a tour for the Choir, during 
which more than 25,000 world members of Rotary heard them sing. Mr. Estes 
also sang for the 25th Anniversary of the World Food Prize Laureate Award 
Ceremony honoring the presidents of Ghana, H.E. John Agyekum Kufuor, and 
of Brazil, H. E. Luiz Inachio Lula da Silva.
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In 2014 Simon Estes sang at the presentation of the Justice Award to Elie 
Wiesel by Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer. Attendees included James 
Earl Jones, Sir Patrick Stewart, and Jessye Norman. He sang at the dedication 
of the Norman Borlaug statue in the Hall of Statues at the U. S. Capitol and 
performed at a concert honoring Nelson Mandela at Riverside Church. He was 
also the keynote speaker for the 2014 Iowa Prayer Breakfast, attended by over 
1,200 people, including Iowa Governor Terry Branstad.  

Known throughout the world for his performances, recordings, and television 
appearances, including on the Tonight Show and Today Show, Simon Estes 
still finds time to share his love and knowledge of music with students. He is 
Professor at Iowa State University and at Des Moines Area Community College 
in Ankeny, Iowa. In his master classes and lectures around the world, he 
teaches not only music, but artistic and personal values as well. 

He has given master classes at Harvard, Duke, Johns Hopkins, Peabody 
Conservatory, University of Michigan, University of Wisconsin, University of 
Indiana, San Francisco Conservatory, Russian Music Society in Moscow, and 
the Sydney Conservatorium in Australia, among many other schools. He was a 
professor at Boston University for five years.  

His love and concern for youth is also manifested in the four scholarship 
organizations he has created in the United States: the Simon Estes Educational 
Foundation in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the Simon Estes Scholarship Fund at the 
University of Iowa, the Simon and Westella H. Estes Scholarship Fund at 
Centerville Community College, and the Simon Estes Foundation, with a focus 
on education, health, and hunger. He has helped to raise more than 3 million 
dollars for the Simon Estes Educational Foundation in Tulsa, in cooperation 
with co-founder Jayne Reed, and has awarded more than 350 scholarships. 
Endowed scholarships supported by Simon Estes are the Simon and Ovida 
Estes Endowed Scholarship at Iowa State University and the Simon, Ovida and 
Tiffany Estes Endowed Scholarship at Wartburg College. In 2010 Simon Estes 
also embarked on his Roots & Wings Tour in Iowa, contributing 50 percent of 
his fee from these concerts to support scholarships for graduating high school 
seniors in the counties where he has performed.  

With the Simon Estes Foundation he is also developing a Young Artist 
Performance Program to give young artists the performance experience 
necessary to advance their careers. The program engages communities across 
Iowa to create cultural events with opportunities for young artists to perform.   
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He established the Simon Estes International Foundation for Children in Zurich, 
Switzerland in 1993, to provide financial assistance to underprivileged and needy 
children to support their education and health. In Cape Town, South Africa he 
initiated the Simon Estes Music High School for underprivileged children.  

Through the Simon Estes Foundation in Des Moines, he is working in 
partnership with the United Nations Foundation to raise funds to help eliminate 
malaria in Africa. In 2013, he gave a benefit concert at the Hilton Coliseum in 
Ames, Iowa, performing with 1,100 students from 52 high schools across Iowa, 
and raised $100,000.  The choir, conducted by Dr. James Rodde, was named the 
Iowa Students Care Choir. The Des Moines Youth Symphony also performed 
under the direction of Maestro Joseph Giunta. He also sings for corporations and 
private events to raise money to purchase life-saving nets through the United 
Nations Foundation’s Nothing But Nets program, for which he was named 
Singing Ambassador for the United Nations Foundation in 2018. The United 
Nations Foundation also awarded him a Lifetime Impact Award. He continues to 
perform to reach his goal of raising one million dollars for nets to save children 
from needlessly dying from malaria. 

A native of Centerville, Iowa, Simon Estes first sang at the age of eight in the 
city’s Second Baptist Church. While working his way through the University of 
Iowa as a pre-med and psychology student, he became the first Black member 
of the University’s Old Gold Singers. As a member of this group, he came to the 
attention of faculty member Charles Kellis, his first and only voice teacher. Simon 
Estes was granted a full scholarship to attend Juilliard and received a Martha Baird 
Rockefeller Foundation grant. The NAACP and the New York Community Trust 
provided funds for Simon to audition at the Deutsche Oper in West Berlin.

Simon Estes received his first degree in music and an Alumni Award from the 
University of Iowa, as well as a Doctor of Music degree from Luther College 
in Decorah, Iowa. He has received honorary doctorates from Siena College, 
University of Tulsa, Drake University, Iowa State University, Lawrence 
University, Des Moines Area Community College, and Wartburg College. In 
1996, Governor Terry Brandstad presented him the Iowa Award, the State’s 
highest honor; he was only the thirteenth recipient of the award in its first 45 
years. In 1999 the College of Medicine at University of Iowa designated Mr. 
Estes an advocate of health and education for children and youth.

Mr. Estes’s autobiography, Simon Estes in His Own Voice, was published in 1999.

Simon Estes was awarded the Gold Medal of Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona 
in 2012 “in recognition of his brilliant artistic career and achievements 
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worldwide with performances of the most significant operatic characters and 
innumerable recordings and countless performances of starring roles which 
were done with the utmost professionalism and artistic sensitivity.“  In 2014 
he was presented the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Achievement Award by 
Governor Terry Branstad. and awarded a Certificate of Appreciation by the 
United States Department of Agriculture.  Other tributes that have been given 
his name are the Simon Estes Amphitheater in Des Moines, Iowa; a House 
Resolution “115” by the State Legislature of Iowa; the Simon Estes Auditorium 
at Centerville High School in Iowa; and the Simon Estes “Buck” Rose. 

Simon Estes is a man of great Christian faith, who is grateful for the talents and 
gifts he has been given by God. It is Mr. Estes’ desire that through his singing he 
can share God‘s love in order to touch people’s hearts to love God and one another.



ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its more than 1,000 superbly talented undergraduate and 
graduate students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; 
its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development 
of aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing 
doctoral studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM 
grants a range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins 
as a music school for children, the Precollege Division is a highly competitive 
and professionally oriented Saturday music program, dedicated to the musical 
and personal growth of talented young musicians ages 5 to 18. The School also 
serves some 2,000 New York City schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education 
Program, and another 2,000 students through its critically acclaimed Distance 
Learning Program. 

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.

 MSM.NYC     MSMNYC     MSMNYC

MSMNYC.EDU



Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and 
inspiring generations of talented students and audiences alike, 
please consider making a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Advancement Office at 917-493-4434 or 
 visit msmnyc.edu/support S C A N  M E


