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BLACK STUDENT 
UNION CONCERT
Celebrating Black History 
Month at MSM
Dedicated to Sharon Daley-Johnson  
and to all of the Black educators who have  
inspired many to pursue music professionally
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PROGRAM
JAMES WELDON  Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing 
JOHNSON

 Jahlil Pembleton, Blue Shelton, and  
  Jason Flowers II

Reading of a selection by Angela Davis

  Chira Bell

DUKE ELLINGTON Almighty God 

  Robert Barksdale and Jason Flowers II

TRAD. SPIRITUAL Give Me Jesus
(arr. Moses Hogan) Daniel Espinal and Artyom Pak

STEFON HARRIS Let’s Take a Trip to the Sky 

  Destiny Diggs, Miles Lennox, Jillian Willis,  
  Joshua Green, and Ethan Fisher

BLACK STUDENT UNION 
CONCERT
Celebrating Black History 
Month at MSM
Jaydon Beleford, Host



Students in this performance are supported by scholarships provided by the Bettina 
Baruch Foundation and Adolphus C. Hailstork. 

We are grateful to the generous donors who made these scholarships possible. For 
information on establishing a named scholarship at Manhattan School of Music, please 
contact Susan Madden, Vice President for Advancement, at 917-493-4115 or smadden@
msmnyc.edu.

TRAD. SPIRITUAL Ride on King Jesus
(arr. John Carter) Jouelle Roberson and Artyom Pak

Reading of a poem by Phil A., “Dark Skin”

  Adja Thomas

DONNY HATHAWAY Someday We’ll All Be Free

  Erika Johnson and Johnathan Gilbert

MUDDY WATERS Mannish Boy 

ALBERT KING Born Under a Bad Sign

  Aiden Velasquez and Erika Weiss  

MARGARET BONDS Dream Variation from Three Dream Portraits
  Text by Langston Hughes

  Jaylnn Stewart and Alex Wang

MARO Dear Young Me

  Daniella Pruitt

RODGERS &  Climb Ev’ry Mountain from The Sound of Music  
HAMMERSTEIN

 Adja Thomas and Cheryl Chin

CYNTHIA ERIVO Stand Up

SOUNDS OF BLACKNESS Optimistic 

  Reaching for the Arts Choir



ABOUT MANHAT TAN SCHOOL  
OF  MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its 985 superbly talented undergraduate and graduate 
students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; its 
innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds.  

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual 
development of aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through 
those pursuing doctoral studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical 
theatre training, MSM grants a range of undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music school for children, the Precollege 
Division is a highly competitive and professionally oriented Saturday music 
program, dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 5 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 

To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making 
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Advancement Office at 917-493-4434 or visit msmnyc.edu/support

Land Acknowledgment

We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on 
the traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and 
honor with gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn 
how to be better stewards of the land we inhabit as well.
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