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This year’s performance season has been inspired by a unifying theme:  
Humanity in Harmony: Rituals, Resistance, and Resilience. We hope during 
this election year, the biggest in human history with over half the world’s 
population having the opportunity to vote in 72 countries, that this theme 
ref lects the power of the arts to unite us even in moments of discord and 
differences. The collective experience of collaboration – creating together – 
reminds us that even in our differences we can find common ground, stand up 
to tyranny and oppression, and elevate our work as artists to fulfill the hope and 
promise of a better tomorrow.

James Gandre, President 
Joyce Griggs, Executive Vice President and Provost 
Faculty and Administration of the Artistic Planning Committee

Manhattan School of Music’s public programs are made possible in part by  
the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor  
and the New York State Legislature.

Funded in part by a grant from the New York City Tourism Foundation.



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2025  |   7:30 
GORDON K . AND HARRIE T GREENFIELD HALL

LIVES OF THE PIANO

Piano and Benediction
Lisa Yui (MM ’00, DMA ’05), Director 

PRO GR A M 

DI A S UC C A R I 	 La Nuit du Destin
(19 3 8 – 2 010) 	 Lisa Yui (MM ’00, DMA ’05), piano
		

JOH A N N S E B A S T I A N B AC H	 Andante in C Major from Violin Sonata No. 2 
(16 8 5– 1750)	 in A Minor, BWV 1003
(ARR. GODOWSKY)	 Jerry Wong (DMA ’02), piano

PH I L I P GL A S S	 Mad Rush
( b.  19 3 7) 	 Yiying Niu (BM ’20, DMA year 3), , piano

F R A N Z S C H U BE RT	 Litanei from Geistliche Leider, S. 562 
(179 7—182 8)

(Arr. LISZT)	 Yixiu Yang, piano	

OL I V I E R M E S SI A E N	 Vingt Regards sur l’Enfant-Jésus
(19 0 8 – 19 9 2) 		  X I V. Regard des anges
		  X V.  Le baiser de l’Enfant-Jésus

	 Ruben Høgh, piano

F R A N Z L I S Z T	 Les jeux d’eaux à la Villa d’Este from Années de 		
(181 1 – 18 8 6 ) 	 pèlerinage III, S. 163

	 Dayeon Jin (BM ’24, MM ’26), piano



Ruben Høgh
Ruben Høgh is a prizewinning Danish pianist based in NYC, fully devoted to 
performing contemporary music. After earning a master’s degree in Classical 
Piano Performance from the Royal Danish Academy of Music in Copenhagen, 
Denmark (2023), with additional studies in Düsseldorf and Berlin, he is now 
enrolled as a Fulbright scholar in the Contemporary Performance Program at 
Manhattan School of Music, studying with Margaret Kampmeier and Anthony 
de Mare. Finding inspiration in everything from post-rock music to composers 
such as Dmitri Shostakovich, John Adams, and Julia Wolfe, Ruben was especially 
drawn to New York when discovering the multifaceted ensemble Bang on a 
Can. In the summer of 2024, he was a fellow at Bang on a Can’s annual summer 
festival at MASS MoCA in North Adams, fully funded by Art Music Denmark. 
This culminated in several performances at Loud Weekend, including works 
by Meredith Monk and Mathew Rosenblum, both of whom he got to work 
directly with at the festival. Ruben currently enjoys exploring and developing his 
musicianship at the very epicenter of his motivations. His studies in New York 
are generously supported by several foundations, including Fulbright Denmark, 
Thanks To Scandinavia, and Léonie Sonning’s Musikpris.

Daeyeon Jin (BM ’24, MM ’26)
Dayeon Jin is a young pianist known for her thoughtful interpretations and 
captivating performances. She has appeared in venues across the United States, 
including Bruno Walter Auditorium at Lincoln Center and the Dunwoody 
Village Performance Series in Philadelphia, where she also gave a solo recital. 
Internationally, she performed at the Grevin Museum invitation concert with 
Lang Lang. A recipient of numerous accolades, Dayeon won first prize in the 
YEUM Classic Music Competition, which included a winner’s recital and a solo 
performance at Mozart Hall, hosted by the Korea Young Artist Association. She 
also earned second prize in the Liszt Competition and Performance, hosted by 
the Hungarian Embassy. Dayeon completed her Bachelor of Music degree under 
Dr. Solomon Mikowsky and is currently pursuing her Master’s degree with Dr. 
Marc Silverman at Manhattan School of Music.



Yiying Niu (BM ’20, DMA year 3)
Yiying Niu, a pianist from Anyang, China, has performed extensively across the 
United States, China, and Europe, including Austria, Holland, and Spain. An 
accomplished soloist, she has earned numerous accolades, including first prize 
at the Ocean Music International Piano Competition (2024), the Thousand 
Islands International Piano Competition (2022), and the Great Tone of 
China Piano Competition (2014). She also received honorable mentions at the 
International Keyboard Odyssiad & Festival (2024) and the “Best Performance 
on Commissioned Work” prize at the Ninth New York International Piano 
Competition (2018). As a chamber musician, Yiying was awarded the Helen 
Cohn Chamber Music Award (2020) and won the Lillian Fuchs Chamber Music 
Competition (2023). In addition to performing, she has served as a teaching 
assistant at Manhattan School of Music and currently teaches privately. Yiying 
earned her master’s degree from The Juilliard School, studying with Julian 
Martin, and is now a D.M.A. candidate at Manhattan School of Music, where she 
has been a student of Marc Silverman since her undergraduate studies.

Jerry Wong (DMA ’02)
Steinway Artist Jerry Wong has performed throughout the United States, 
Europe, and Asia in such prestigious settings as the Kravis Center in West Palm 
Beach, National Concert Hall of Taipei, National Gallery of Art in Washington 
D.C., Opera City Hall in Tokyo, PianoForte in Chicago, Severance Hall in 
Cleveland, Shriver Hall in Baltimore and Weill Recital Hall in New York City. 
His recordings can be found on the Albany, MOVE, and MSR labels. Wong is an 
Associate Professor and Head of Keyboard at the Melbourne Conservatorium 
of Music in Australia. Frequently sought after for masterclasses, he has guest 
taught at such noted institutions as Cleveland Institute of Music, Indiana 
University, Northwestern University, and University of Michigan, as well as 
conservatories and festivals in Australia, Chile, China, Hong Kong, Italy, Korea, 
Macau, Malaysia, New Zealand, Russia, Singapore, and Taiwan. Additionally, 
he has presented lecture recitals in pedagogical forums such as From the Artists 
Bench of Clavier Companion, Music Teachers National Association, National 
Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy, and the World Piano Teachers Association.



Yixiu Yang
Yixiu Yang was born in Kunming, China, in 2006. She began studying piano 
at the age of seven with composer Nan Yang and later trained under Prof. Qian 
Xiaolei at Yunnan Arts University. In 2021, she became a student of Dr. Joshua 
Wright at the University of Utah, followed by studies with Prof. Gerrit Zitterbart 
at the Hanover University of Music in Germany from 2021 to 2024. That same 
year, she was admitted to Manhattan School of Music, where she currently 
studies with Prof. Daniel Epstein. Over the past decade, Yixiu has performed in 
numerous concert venues worldwide. In August 2019, she shared the stage with 
pianist Lang Lang at Yunnan Grand Theatre. Her other notable performances 
include recitals at New York University, Steinway Hall in Xi’an, and Trinity 
International Church in Kunming. Yixiu has received several prestigious awards, 
including second prize at the Savshinsky International Music Competition, first 
prize at the England Best Liszt Performance Competition, fourth prize at the 
Poland Krystian Tkaczewski International Piano Competition, and first prize at 
the Valencia Awards Music Competition. She has also benefited from guidance 
from esteemed musicians and educators, including Dr. Shi He, Duncan Glenday, 
conductor Yan Donglin, and Prof. Dario Marrini, among others.

Lisa Yui (MM ’00, DMA ’05)
Described as “a musical phenomenon” (Pianiste), Yamaha Artist Lisa Yui enjoys 
a multifaceted musical career as a pianist, lecturer, educator, author, and musical 
director. Since making her concerto debut at the age of seven, she has performed 
throughout North America, Europe, and Asia. She is the top prize winner of 
the Senigallia International Piano Competition in Italy and has twice been the 
recipient of a Canada Council Scholarship. Dr. Yui has performed as a soloist 
with prominent orchestras including the Tokyo Symphony, Polish National 
Radio, Toronto Symphony, and Krakow State Philharmonic. Dr. Yui’s insightful 
writing on a variety of topics has appeared in numerous publications, and she 
has worked extensively with cutting-edge music technology through her long-
distance remote lessons and performances using the Yamaha Disklavier, an 
acoustic/digital hybrid player piano. Lisa Yui is on the faculties of Manhattan 
School of Music and Juilliard Extension. At Manhattan School of Music, she 
received the School’s 2018 President’s Medal for Distinguished Service and will 
serve as the Interim Associate Dean of Doctor of Musical Arts from Fall 2025.



ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its 1,025 superbly talented undergraduate and graduate 
students who come from 54 countries and nearly all 50 states; its innovative 
curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes musicians from 
the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top ranks of the jazz 
and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community of accomplished, 
award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the musical, educational, 
cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 5 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making  
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434  
or to make an online gift, scan this code  
or visit giving.msmnyc.edu.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.
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