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PROGRAM
HARRY T. BURLEIGH 5 songs of Laurence Hope
(1866-1949) Text By Laurence Hope
1. Worth While
v. Till I wake
Kayla Thomas, soprano
Student of Ruth Golden
Jesse Goldberg, piano
FANNY HENSEL Schwanenlied from Sechs Lieder, Op. 1

8o5-18
(1805-1847) Evelyn Lehmann, soprano

Student of Christopheren Nomura

Kristine Ayvazyan, piano

CLARA SCHUMANN Romance from 4 Piéces caractéristiques, Op. §

Yitong Zhuge, piano
Student of Inesa Sinkevych



WONJU LEE
(b. 1979)

CLARA SCHUMAN
(1819-1896)

CLARA SCHUMANN

UNSUK CHIN
(b. 1961)

Intermission

LAURA NOBILI
(BM 28)

0|&}2 (“Pear Blossom Rain”)

Soohyun Jo, soprano
Student of Christopheren Nomura

Sewon Lim, piano

Die Liebe sass als Nachtigall from Sechs Lieder, Op. 13

Aida Skaraite, voice
Student of Christopheren Nomura

Kristine Ayvazyan, piano

Die Stille Lotosblume from Sechs Lieder, Op. 13
Text by Emanuel Geibel

Karina Vartanian, voice
Student of Christopheren Nomura

Kristine Ayvazyan, piano

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star from Alice in Wonderland

Sea Jeong Jang, voice
Student of Joan Patenaude-Yarnell

Jenny Tsang, piano

Ajir in E-flat Major (for flute and piano)

Katherine Lee, flute

Edmund An, piano



LAURA NOBILI Hope for Mezzo Soprano soloist with choir and
piano accompaniment

Poetry by Clara Ann Thompson

Jayla Brenord, soloist
Carter Bryan, choir
Ashley Sallaway, choir
Sivan Laniado, choir
Parker Odom, choir
Anisah LaPlante, choir
Xun Wang, choir

Livy Li, choir

Yitong Zhuge, piano

JOAN TRIMBLE Girl’s Song

(1915-2000)

Molly Ann Killough, voice
Student of Christopheren Nomura

Jiamin Ying, piano

GRAZYNA BACEWICZ Piano Sonata No. 2
(1909-1969) 111. Toccata

‘Wangling Huang, piano

Student of Foanne Polk
BARBARA STROZZI Diporti di Euterpe, Op. 7
(x619-1677) NO. 4 Lagrime mie a che vi trattenete

Samantha Paredes, voice
Student of Ruth Golden

Jiamin Ying, piano



SAMANTHA PAREDES Valerie’s Letter

(MM 26) Teyah Young, voice
Student of Cynthia Hoffmann

Jiamin Ying, piano

DINA PRUZHANSKY 1 Have a Purpose

b. 198
(b x987) Brendon Rapushaj, baritone

Jesse Goldberg, piano
Student of Dimitri Pittas

CECIL CHAMINADE Les Sylvains, op. 60

(1857-1944) .. .
STTI944 Kristine Ayvazyan, piano

Student of William Wolfram

MARIA GREVER Jdrame

(1885-1951) .
T8 Samantha Sosa, voice

Student of Ruth Golden
Jesse Goldberg, piano



COMPOSER AND POET BIOS

The following biographies were written, compiled, and sourced by MSM WOMXN performers.

Laurence Hope / Violet Nicolson (1865-1904), poet

Laurence Hope was the pen name of Violet Nicolson, who was known for her sensual
poetry. Born in England, she moved to India after marrying Malcolm Nicolson of the
British Army and was inspired by the Indian landscape. Her works were often seen

as too erotic or inappropriate for a woman to publish, so she published in code words

under the name of Laurence Hope. Her poems were later set by H.T Bureligh.

Fanny Hensel (1805-1847)

Fanny Hensel, otherwise known as Fanny Mendelssohn, was born in 1805 and wrote
250+ lieder, 4 cantatas, and 125 piano pieces in her short 41 years. Much of her music
was accidentally credited to her brother, Felix, as they both signed their works “F.
Mendelssohn.” Her beautiful music is most palpable in her earliest work, showcasing
effortless skill in piano and vocal writing with her “Sechs Lieder.” This particular song
tells the story of a swan’s song, the star of love, and how the wind plays with the fallen

leaves, showing through vocal color how in love Fanny was with the world around her.

Dina Pruzhansky (b. 1987)

Dina Pruzhansky is an award-winning composer and pianist, residing in N'YC. Praised
for her “cinematic, movingly evoking” compositions (Broadway World) that “brought
forth the liveliest playing” from the performers (The New York Times), she maintains a
diverse international career. Her creative output ranges from classical concert music to
cabaret and from liturgical works to musical theater. As composer/performer, she has
been featured at venues such as Carnegie Hall Stern Auditorium, Jazz at Lincoln Center,
Merkin Hall, Bargemusic, Symphony Space, YIVO, Opera America Center, Aspen
Music Festival, 92N'Y, The Kosciuszko Foundation, Le Poisson Rouge, and others,

as well as numerous international arenas. Her works have been broadcast on media,
including radio WQXR in an exclusive ‘Young Artist’ program featuring her work, radio
channel Kol HaMusica, and several European networks.Born in Azerbaijan to Jewish
Ukranian parents and raised in Israel, Ms. Pruzhansky moved to New York in 2006.

She is a postgraduate alumna from the Mannes School of Music. She serves as a faculty
member at the 92N'Y School of Music. A passionate educator, she is the author of the
book of easy piano arrangements I Can Play Chopin, and a sought-after guest in music
talk programs and podcasts. Ms. Pruzhansky holds an MA in piano performance summa

cum laude from Tel-Aviv University, and a Bachelor’s degree in Art History.



Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944)

Cécile Chaminade was a composer and pianist born in 1857 near Paris, France.
She was born into a musical family and studied privately with professors from
the Paris Conservatoire. Her works include operas, ballets, symphonies, solo
piano works, chamber pieces, and songs. She is one of the most important female

composers of the 19th and 20th century.

Clara Schumann (1819-1896)

Clara Schumann was a German pianist, composer, and piano teacher. Regarded as one
of the most distinguished pianists of the Romantic era, she exerted her influence over
the course of a 61-year concert career, changing the format and repertoire of the piano
recital by lessening the importance of purely virtuosic works. She also composed solo

piano pieces, a Piano Concerto, chamber music, choral pieces, and songs.

Laura Nobili (BM 28)

Laura Nobili is a Canadian composer, flautist, and pianist born in 2006. She has
written for various professional and student musicians across Canada including
Jonathan Crow, the concertmaster of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. Her most
celebrated works include her full-length opera Heaven and Hell based on Shakespeare’s
Macbeth, and a full-length musical Gatsby, based on F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great
Gatsby. In July 2024, she attended Opera Lucca’s vocal composition program, where
she studied under Maestro Raphael Fusco. Nobili is currently studying composition at
Manbhattan School of Music with Dr. Mark Stambaugh.

Clara Ann Thompson (1869-1949), poet
Clara Ann Thompson was one of John Henry and Clara Jane Gray Thompson’s

three children who had a passion for poetry. Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, once

enslaved in Virginia, raised their children (five in all) in Rossmoyne, Ohio, not far
from Cincinnati. Except for a bit of teaching away from her hometown, Clara Ann
Thompson spent the entirety of her adult life in Rossmoyne, living, along with her
sister Priscilla Jane Thompson, with an older brother, Garland Yancey Thompson.
Clara’s major avocation and only vocation was writing poetry and holding readings.
In 1908, several years after Priscilla self-published her first collection of poems,
Ethiope Lays (1900) and brother Aaron self-published his two volumes, Morning

Sun (1899) and Echoes of Spring (19o1), Clara self-published her book of close to forty
significantly religious poems, Songs from the Wayside. In 1926, her second collection, A

Garland of Poems, was published by a company in Boston.



Joan Trimble (1915-2000)

Born in Enniskillen, Ireland, Joan Trimble was a pianist a composer who studied
composition under the famous Vaughan Williams at the Royal College of Music.
She gained recognition as a composer for works such as Sonatina for Two Pianos,
Phantasy Trio, and her opera Blind Raftery, winning the Cobbett Prize at RCM.
She also formed a highly successful piano duo with her sister Valerie. Her works

can be found on the Koch International Classics and Black Box Labels.

Unsuk Chin (b. 1961)
Unsuk Chin studied with Sukhi Kang and Gyorgy Ligeti and has lived in Berlin

since 1988. Her modern yet lyrical music has been championed by leading
conductors and performed by major orchestras worldwide, including the Berlin
Philharmonic, Chicago Symphony, and London Philharmonic. She has received
numerous prestigious awards, such as the 2004 Grawemeyer Award, the 2017
Wihuri Sibelius Prize, and the 2024 Ernst von Siemens Music Prize. Her opera A/ice
in Wonderland premiered in 2007 at the Bavarian State Opera. Chin has also been
Composer-in-Residence at various festivals and led contemporary music programs
in Seoul, London, and beyond. Since 2022, she has served as Artistic Director of the
Tongyeong International Festival and the Weiwuying International Music Festival.
Portrait CDs of her music have appeared on Deutsche Grammophon, Kairos and

Analekta as well as a special edition of Berlin Philharmonic

Wonju Lee (b. 1979)

‘Wonju Lee is a South Korean composer who graduated from Hanyang University’s
Department of Composition. She has been recognized for her contributions

to Korean art song (gegaku), winning first place at both the Hwacheon Bimok
Composition Competition and the 1st Seil Art Song Competition.

Pear Blossom Rain is based on a poem by Maechang, a famous female poet of the
Joseon Dynasty. The piece expresses emotions of longing as alongside imagery
of pear blossoms scattering like rain. With its delicate yet expressive melody, the
song captures the essence of traditional Korean sentiment while incorporating

modern harmonic structures.



Barbara Strozzi (1619-1677)

Barbara Strozzi was born in Venice at a time when culture, wealth, peace,
academic curiosity, and musical innovation were at its peak. She was the adopted
(and possibly illegitimate) daughter of composer Giulio Strozzi. She was trained
in various aspects of music from a young age, frequently entertaining her father’s
guests and other musicians with her voice. Strozzi mainly composed cantatas and
arias which were expertly and lyrically written for soprano voice. She usually set
emotional texts, writing about misery in love and unrequited love. While Strozzi
was an accomplished composer, she passed away in 1677 with little wealth or

property to show for her success.

Samantha Paredes (MM ’26)

Samantha Paredes is an amateur composer who’s expanding her range.
performance marks the debut of this work, and she couldn’t be more excited.
Her family is from Guayaquil, Ecuador and she is the proud child and sister

of immigrants. She first caught the composing bug around the same time she
caught the musical theatre bug, but it wasn’t until long after she graced the stage
that she finally put her ideas to staff paper. This piece is from a larger work

she is currently working on, a musical based on the graphic novel and film V'

for Vendetta in which the protagonist Valerie is imprisoned for being a lesbian,
and composes a letter to her cellmate in room V before her death. Samantha is
incredibly grateful to the organizers of the MSM Womzxn concert for allowing

her piece to shine, and to all the amazing performers who agreed to participate.

Maria Grever (1885-1951)

Maria Grever (1885-1951) was a Mexican composer and songwriter, best known
for her romantic boleros. Born in Leén, Mexico, and later educated in Spain, she
became the first female Mexican composer to achieve international acclaim.
Tonight’s performance features one of her most famous songs, Jurame. Grever
composed hundreds of songs, blending Mexican folk influences with classical and
popular music styles. Her work continues to be celebrated as a vital part of Latin

American musical heritage.
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Grazyna Bacewicz (1909-1969)

Grazyna Bacewicz (1909-1969) was a prominent Polish composer and violinist,
recognized for her contributions to 20th-century classical music. Born in £.6dz,
she studied at the Warsaw Conservatory and later in Paris. Bacewicz’s work spans
various genres, including orchestral, chamber, and vocal music, characterized by
modernist elements, thythmic complexity, and a strong sense of national identity.
She was particularly noted for her violin compositions, earning her a reputation
as one of the leading female composers of her time. Bacewicz’s music often blends
traditional Polish folk influences with contemporary techniques. She was also a

dedicated teacher and performer.



ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today
MSM is recognized for its 1,025 superbly talented undergraduate and graduate
students who come from 54 countries and nearly all 50 states; its innovative
curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes musicians from
the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top ranks of the jazz
and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community of accomplished,
award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the musical, educational,

cultural, and professional worlds.

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young
musicians ages § to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000

students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program.

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars!

To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making

a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434

or to make an online gift, scan this code

or visit giving.msmnyc.edu.

Land Acknowledgment

‘We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better

stewards of the land we inhabit as well.

ﬁ MSMNYC MSM.NYC @ MSMNYC CrMSM.NYC

MSMNYC.EDU
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