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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The core of faerie tales has always been cautionary. Their underbellies of fear, 
mortality, and longing ring truer the older we get. Antonín Dvořák’s faerie 
masterpiece, based in part on Hans Christian Andersen’s The Little Mermaid, 
contains many of these cautionary terrors set to achingly lyrical music. So how to 
stage this thematic juxtaposition while avoiding kitsch?

The property where Manhattan School of Music stands was once part of the 
Bloomingdale Insane Asylum. Most of these “hospitals” were just overcrowded 
prisons where individuals, without any diagnoses or agency, were forced to 
endure an inhumane existence. Women were specific targets of such institutions 
and could be admitted and segregated for even minorly perceived transgressions. 
At the time of the opera’s composition in 1900, one of the most pervasive 
practices in the asylum system was hydrotherapy, which was convenient as several 
of the buildings used were originally erected as spas. These methods of using 
water as a torturous remedy seemed a sound parallel to the aquatic entrapment 
Rusalka yearns to escape to join the colorful “human” world. 

Our Rusalka is a foundling who knows virtually nothing of society beyond the 
asylum grounds. Having spent her whole life there, her only respite is envisioning 
herself in one of the faerie stories read to her and the other patients. She sees the 
superintendent doctor as her water-goblin father, the surgeon as a bargaining 
witch, and the other patients as her water-sprite sisters. Such places relied on 
philanthropists, and our Rusalka notices one such donor who frequents the 
hospital to visit a family member housed there. This man becomes the heart of 
her fantasy as she sees him as a handsome prince destined to relieve her of her 
captivity. But when her delusion crumbles, she chooses to release herself from her 
confinement and ascend free for the first time.

–John de los Santos
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THE CAST 
 A P R I L  2 4  &  2 6   A P R I L  2 5  &  2 7

Rusalka Sara Stevens   Kemeng Zhang 
The Foreign Princess Su Hyeon Park  Baylee Kilgore 
The Prince Fernando Silva-Gorbea Wonjin Choi
Ježibaba Qing Liu   Xiaowei Fang
Vodnik Benjamin R. Sokol  Donghoon Kang 
Woodsprite 1 Xinran Du  Seunghyun Lim 
Woodsprite 2 Raine Filbert  Anya Kosachevich 
Woodsprite 3 Yiqian Heng  Morena La Vecchia Galán
Gamekeeper Kevin Mann  
Turnspit Jordan Lee Gilbert  
Hunter Ian Harris  

C O V E R S

Rusalka Elena Bimbiloska
The Foreign Princess Sixi Lai
Gamekeeper Shengyang Lin
Turnspit Lindsey Scanio
Hunter Xingyu Liu

Ensemble
S O P R A N O S

Vaana Zongxi He
Sixi Lai
Sabrina Ontiveros
Emma Ritto
Lindsey Scanio
Laura Woody

M E Z Z O - S O P R A N O S

Mina Azad
Libby Hamilton
Siyuan Li
Zhiyi Mao

T E N O R S

Ian Harris
Ruochen Liu
Xingyu Liu

B A S S E S

Jon Carr
Bai Chen
Graham Rui Guan
Shengyang Lin
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SYNOPSIS

At the dawn of the 20th Century, sanitorium hospitals for women kept thousands 
of patients against their will. This production retells the story of Rusalka through 
the lens of several patients’ first-hand accounts.

ACT I

Wood nymphs sing by the lake while the moonlight wakes Vodnik, a water 
goblin. As he wanders with them through the depths, his daughter, Rusalka, 
appears. She tells him of her desire to become a human and her love for a prince 
who visits their home. Vodnik tells her she must consult the witch, Ježibaba, 
warning her that she will die if claimed by a man.

Rusalka appeals to the moon to tell the Prince she is waiting for him. Ježibaba 
finds Rusalka who pleads to be granted a human soul. Ježibaba informs her 
that the ability to speak to humans will cease. If she fails to win love, she will 
be forever accursed; if he rejects her, the Prince, too, will be eternally damned. 
Confident of her love, Rusalka agrees.

A hunter visits the lake, followed by the Prince, who sends the other nymphs 
away when he sees a silent Rusalka before him. Unable to speak, she gazes at 
him lovingly. He accepts her love, then departs as another nymph is punished for 
disobedience.

ACT II

Sometime later, the gamekeeper and kitchen boy discuss events. The Prince has 
brought a silent woman back with him from the lake, and seems likely to marry 
her; the Gamekeeper hopes this will never occur. This seems possible as the 
Prince is increasingly attracted to a foreign princess.

The servants disappear as the Prince enters. Though he is still drawn to Rusalka, 
he complains she is devoid of passion. Watching them as she arrives, the Princess 
vows to separate them. Vodnik returns to warn her that pursuit will yield eternal 
damnation. As the Prince embraces the Princess, Rusalka acknowledges that he 
has betrayed her and a riot ensues. Rusalka throws herself into the Prince’s arms, 
but he rejects her. As Rusalka tearfully watches, the Princess tells the Prince to 
follow his silent bride to hell.
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ACT III

Deserted by the Prince and isolated from her companions, Rusalka longs for death. 
Ježibaba mocks her, revealing that if she kills the Prince herself, she can return to her 
former life. Entranced by her sisters’ distant song, Rusalka steals Ježibaba’s knife.

The gamekeeper and kitchen boy search for Ježibaba, seeking a cure for the 
Prince’s illness, caused by the sorceress Rusalka. The witch intimidates them 
until Vodnik sends her away. The nymphs return to dance until Vodnik’s tale of 
his daughter’s undoing causes them to f lee.

The Prince enters, once more seeking Rusalka. She appears, warning him that 
now she can mean only death to him. The Prince asks her to embrace him, to 
bring him peace. Rusalka finally agrees and he dies in her arms. She asks for 
God’s mercy on his soul and sinks back into the lake.

–John de los Santos
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PROGRAM NOTE
Antonín Leopold Dvořák composed ten operas, but no other has garnered 
the acclaim of Rusalka. In the final nine years of his life, he focused his energy 
predominantly on composing opera and symphonic poems, fully realizing his 
affinity for dramatic works. Composed in 1900 and premiering in 1901, Rusalka 
brings together Dvořák’s wide-ranging compositional inf luences. A violist, 
organist, and composer trained in the German-oriented musical tradition with 
later musical success in Vienna, Dvořák was born and lived in Bohemia at a 
time when the expression of Czech national identity f lourished, and his oeuvre 
consistently employed Czech and Slavic themes, history, folklore, and ideals. The 
Czech national revival both opened up opportunities for Dvořák’s musical posts 
in his home country and deeply informed his compositions, and in time his work 
became emblematic of the revival of Czech culture and identity.

Dvořák’s Bohemia was the product of a long history of Czech cultural subjugation. 
The exile of Czechs under Ferdinand II’s re-catholicization e$orts allowed for vacant 
Bohemian properties to be filled by the Habsburgs with German-speaking soldiers 
who shared their Catholic faith with the remaining population. The newcomers’ 
faith a$ected more than just religious life—it ushered in a taste for the Baroque style, 
influencing art, music, and even the style of Prague’s architecture. The overwhelming 
majority of German-speaking nobility resulted in the establishment of German 
(in addition to Czech) as an o%cial administrative language, followed by increased 
taxation on the region’s native peasants. After the fall of the Holy Roman Empire 
in 1806, Bohemia was still under the control of the Habsburgs’ Austrian (and later, 
Austro-Hungairan) Empire. But, following the French Revolution, Czechs would 
begin a Nationalist Revival to resurrect their own language and unique culture. 
Written Czech was circulated in language books, and by the mid-nineteenth century, 
a National Museum and Provisional Theatre (in preparation for the National Theatre) 
were established and Charles University split into two separate institutions (one 
teaching in German and one in Czech) by the 1880s. Dvořák was employed by these 
institutions as a violist for the Czech Provisional Theatre and later would conduct the 
Czech Philharmonic’s inaugural concert.

Leading works of literature from this period were inspired by the folklore of the 
Bohemian countryside and Czech regional customs, including the works of Karel 
Jaromír Erben (1811-1870). The author, folklorist, and later archivist of the National 
Museum composed fairytales, poems, and ballads which Dvořák repeatedly drew 
on in his compositions, including Rusalka. While German Romantic idealism 
frequently utilized magico-religious references of medieval and gothic origin as a 
reaction against Enlightenment rationality, particularly in the operatic medium, 
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Rusalka’s use of supernatural tropes held deeper meaning for Bohemians. For 
Dvořák, this literary return was part of the Czech populist movement to access, 
distribute, and revive the nation’s own heritage and language.

Jaroslav Kvapil’s (1868-1950) fairy tale-inspired Rusalka inherited themes from Hans 
Christian Andersen’s The Little Mermaid and framed them within the world of Erben 
and Božena Němcová’s folk imagery. The rusalki of Pagan origin were not malicious 
spirits but sprites of fertility, while their nineteenth-century counterparts were 
reinterpreted as tainted spirits born from women who died of suicide or as virgins, 
who posed various symbolic threats to men who encountered them. Both the earlier 
and later rusalki were considered soulless beings. Dvořák employs elements of both of 
these mythic tropes throughout Rusalka. The benign nymph Rusalka who appears in 
Act I is by Act III banished to the depths of her lake as a result of failing to achieve 
her romantic aims, emerging solely to take the life of her beloved with her kiss.

Dvořák’s Rusalka is also an amalgamation of the undine of Swiss folklore, appearing 
to the Prince first as only a wave. This wave nymph—also believed to be soulless—
could earn an immortal soul through marriage to a human man, painting love as 
their redemption. The undine, too, could be cursed with exile to the depths if 
betrayed by her beloved, tying this Pagan spirit to nineteenth-century ideals of 
Romantic salvation. Undine can be found across Greek, Swiss, and French cultures, 
from the Middle Ages through Romantic and Symbolist literature, music, and art. 
As the tale gained popularity in versions continuing down to Disney’s own The Little 
Mermaid, striving to attain one’s soul became synonymous with the desire for love.

While Dvorak’s Rusalka is steeped in Czech folkloric imagery, it draws on 
universal (or at least Pan-European) tropes. Other folkloric figures appearing here 
include Kvapil’s witch, Ježibaba, a portrayal of the elderly wood witch known as 
Baba Yaga, as well as the Water Gnome, originating in folklore not as the Mer-
King of recent tellings, but the amphibious Vodyanoy—an elderly, male, lazy spirit 
and the most benevolent of the three stock characters.

Kvapil approached Dvořák to set his Rusalka libretto to music in 1900, and 
Dvořák, already enamored of the source material after having composed four 
tone poems to ballads from Erben’s works (Op. 107, 108, 109, and 110), completed 
it by that year’s end. During his time in the orchestra at the Provisional Theatre, 
Dvořák became enraptured by the music of Wagner, which inspired his love 
for dramatic works and inf luenced his operatic output—Rusalka in particular. 
Composed at the end of his career, Rusalka is an expressive masterpiece that 
manifests a purely Dvořákian style, blending leitmotif, almost impressionistic 
instrumentation, and contrasting scenes of pure lyricism with abrupt conflict. 
The contrast employed here is a quintessentially Dvořákian mode of composition, 
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separating characters’ individual styles, expressive and emotional scenes from light 
dialogue, and the human from the supernatural. This opera is steeped with indexical 
and semiotic references, ranging from marches, courtly dances, folk idioms, and 
the nineteenth-century implementation of arpeggiated harp to evoke water. Most 
saliently, the opera reuses several leitmotifs, allowing for the listener to readily 
hear the way the work is motivically woven together upon their first listen: from a 
water motive—employed in a less Wagnerian style and more in line with the style 
of Dvořák’s mentor and friend Brahms’s motivic development—to Rusalka’s theme, 
which occurs dozens of times from the overture through the opera’s final moments.

The most famous aria from the opera, Song to the Moon (Měsíčku na nebi hlubokém), 
is not only a breathtaking and lyrical masterpiece, but has been described by 
musicologist Michael Beckerman as “a microcosm of the opera as a whole, 
for instead of making us conscious of multiple styles coexisting uneasily, 
their interaction creates a powerful effect and a unified impression.” Rusalka 
premiered in Prague in 1901 to much acclaim, but it wasn’t until recent years that 
it found its way into the canonical operatic repertory at international houses, 
premiering at the Metropolitan Opera in 1993.

Right before his opera-centered compositional era, Dvořák taught at the National 
Conservatory in New York for three years, with the goal of uncovering an American 
Music. It was during this time he composed his New World Symphony (No. 9). While 
his departure from Manhattan to return to Bohemia was before the opening of the 
Bloomingdale Insane Asylum that inspired tonight’s production, his signature operatic 
work Rusalka mirrors the fate of these women all the same. The Bloomingdale Insane 
Asylum was not a state-mandated institution like the Lunatic Asylum at Utica but a 
privately funded institution guided by Quaker beliefs. Oftentimes, the criteria under 
which women were committed included engaging with the arts and literature, sexual 
proclivity, and sometimes merely the wishes of husbands who wished to be rid of them. 
In these instances, just as the for the nineteenth-century rusalki, the women’s betrayal 
by men resulted in their banishment. Throughout Dvořák and Kvapil’s work, Rusalka 
wrestles with the crisis of her being without a soul—that she is “half a woman: neither 
woman nor nymph, [she] cannot live and cannot die.” Women institutionalized at this 
time were profoundly cut o$ from society and—at least according to the Quaker ideals 
that framed commitment at Bloomingdale—were detached from rationality itself. The 
social death represented by such a place is mirrored in Rusalka’s punishment within the 
opera—neither dead nor alive, she is cut o$ from her sisters and the world she aspired to 
join, trapped in a perpetual state of longing.

–Rebecca Carroll, Performance Programs and Publications Manager
 (M.A. Musicology Student at Rutgers University)
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Shiga, Japan 
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Rancho Santa Margarita, 

California
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Fredericton, Canada 
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Vernon, New Jersey
Marcus Gonzales
Southbridge, Massachusetts
Sam Atlas
Westport, Connecticut
Themba Pieterse
Albany, New York

T R O M B O N E

Matteo Paoli*
Livorno, Italy
Andrei Lipoczi
Toronto, Canada
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CREATIVE TEAM

Kelly Kuo, Conductor
Currently Music Director of the Reno Chamber Orchestra and Associate Artistic 
Director of American Lyric Theater, Kelly Kuo has consistently championed 
the development of the next generation of musical talent and demonstrated a 
commitment to innovative programming, creative initiatives, and advocacy of 
underrepresented voices in the concert hall.

Praised by the Cincinnati Enquirer as “a leader of exceptional musical gifts, 
who has a clear technique on the podium and an impressive rapport with 
audiences,” Maestro Kuo brings a dynamic versatility and nuance to a diverse 
repertoire. Highlights of recent seasons included productions with the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, Seattle Opera, Minnesota Opera, Des Moines Metro Opera, 
Glimmerglass Opera, and concerts with the Memphis Symphony Orchestra, 
Sunriver Music Festival, Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, Walla Walla 
Symphony, Olympia Symphony Orchestra, and Ballet Fantastique.

Maestro Kuo is the first conductor of Asian descent to lead a performance at 
the Lyric Opera of Chicago. He was also named Emeritus Artistic Director of 
the Oregon Mozart Players after serving the longest tenure in the organization’s 
history. Kuo continues to concertize as a keyboardist as the only pianist to have 
studied with two pupils of the Russian virtuoso Vladimir Horowitz.

John de los Santos, Director and Choreographer
John de los Santos’ productions include Sweet Potato Kicks the Sun (world premiere, 
Santa Fe Opera), Ghosts (world premiere, San Diego Opera), Mary Poppins 
(Watertower Theater), Don Giovanni (Wolf Trap Opera), Before Night Falls(Opera 
Southwest), L’heure Espagnol (New Camerata Opera), Frida (Opera Orlando), Maria 
de Buenos Aires (Fort Worth Opera), and La fille du Regiment (Minnesota Opera). His 
MSM productions include Angelique, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Der Kaiser von 
Atlantis. He has also directed at The Julliard School and The Yale School of Music. 
As a librettist, John’s collaborations with composer Clint Borzoni include When 
Adonis Calls (Asheville Lyric Opera), The Copper Queen (Arizona Opera), and The 
Christmas Spider (Opera Louisiane). His commission by Washington National 
Opera’s American Opera Initiative, with composer Christopher Weiss, Service 
Provider, premiered at the Kennedy Center and has since had over a dozen 
productions across the country. In 2020, John and Marc Migó were commissioned 
by UrbanArias to write an operatic film for the Decameron Opera Project. Their 
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piece, The Roost, was directed by John and was subsequently included in the archives 
of the Library of Congress. He is currently a librettist with Minnesota Opera’s New 
Works Initiative, where he and Kamala Sankaram are creating an opera of Stephen 
King’s Misery. johndelossantos.com

Michael Ruiz-del-Vizo, Scenic Designer 
Michael Ruiz-del-Vizo is a Queer, Hispanic, scenic designer and associate based 
in New York and Miami. Michael earned their BFA in production design at the 
Savannah College of Art and Design. Selected Credits: The Fairy Queen (Manhattan 
School of Music); Laughs in Spanish (Kitchen Theatre Company); Randy’s Dandy 
Coaster Castle (Egg & Spoon Theatre Collective); Empanada Loca (Savannah 
Repertory Theatre); The Bluest Eye, Little Women (Theatreworks). Selected 
Associate Credits: CLUE: A New Comedy (National Tour); Bye Bye Birdie (The 
Kennedy Center); A Knock on the Roof(NYTW, The Royal Court); Walden (Second 
Stage); FLEX (LCT); MISTY (TheShed). Michael is an avid fan of drag, comedy, 
and podcasts and is an all-around nice person. michaelruizdelvizo.com; @mikyle91

Ashley Soliman, Costume Designer
Ashley Soliman is a costume designer and visual artist based in NYC, selected 
as one of Broadway Women’s Fund 2023 “Women to Watch on Broadway.” 
Previous MSM productions include Roméo et Juliette, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,and Le portrait de Manon / Pavane / Angélique. Upcoming: Fantastic Mr. 
Fox (Opera Omaha), Bonnie & Clyde (Bay Street Theater), Carmen (Wolftrap). 
Selected credits: The Trojans (Loading Dock Theatre), I AM (Camille A. Brown 
& Dancers), REDEEMED (59E59), Tornado Tastes Like Aluminum Sting (CATF), 
David: A New Musical (AMT Theater), The Cunning Little Vixen (The Curtis 
Institute), Angel Island (BAM & Beth Morrison Projects), Double Helix (Bay 
Street Theater), The Rake’s Progress ( Juilliard), Sweet Potato Kicks The Sun (Santa 
Fe Opera). ACD: Coal Country (The Public, des. Jessica Jahn). USA Local 829.

Ron Collins, Lighting Designer
Ron Collins is thrilled to be joining Manhattan School of Music for this production 
of Rusalka. Predominantly working in experiential events, festivals, and fashion, he 
is delighted to make his New York opera design debut here with MSM. He earned 
his MFA from The University of Texas at Austin where his graduate school research 
focused on installation design creating a bar telling the history of gay bar nightlife. 
His design highlights are The Little Mermaid, Love and Information, Der Kaiser von 
Atlantis, Hero Twins: Blood Race, and Ka'a’s Metamorphosis. @rclightingdesign



20

Loryn Pretorius, Wig, Hair, and Makeup Designer
Loryn Pretorius’s wig and makeup work has been seen on Broadway, at the 
Metropolitan Opera, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and in theatres all over the 
world. She holds an MFA in wig and makeup design from UNC School of the Arts and 
was professionally mentored by Paul Huntley. Her most recent design credits include 
Romeo et Juliette, La Rondine, Nine, Bye Bye Birdie, The Cunning Little Vixen, Paperboy, 
She Loves Me, Sunday in the Park with George, and Sweeney Todd (Manhattan School of 
Music); La Traviata, Il barbiere di Siviglia, and The Garden of the Finzi-Continis (NYC 
Opera); Tootsie (1st National Tour); Cullud Wattah (The Public Theater); and Gilbert vs. 
Sullivan (Opera Tampa). You can currently catch her at Sunset Boulevard on Broadway 
as the hair and makeup supervisor. She thanks her incredible build and run crew for 
making her Rusalka dreams a reality—as well as the ghosts of MSM who are letting us 
tell their story— this show would be impossible without them. IG: @loryn_pretorius

Shawn Duan, Projection Designer 
Shawn Duan is a New York-based Projection and Media Designer. Previous design at 
MSM: Paperboy, Sunday in the Park with George. Recently in NYC: Dakar 2000 (MTC), 
Mother Play (Hayes Theater), Between Two Knees (Perelman WTC). 2022 Lortel Award 
for Rajiv Joseph’s Letters of Suresh. Other NYC Design: MET Museum, The Public, 
Second Stage. Regional Design: Arena Stage, the Alliance, Berkeley Rep, Dallas 
Theater Center, Ford’s Theatre, Goodspeed, The Guthrie, McCarter Theatre Center, 
the MUNY, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Seattle Repertory, Yale Rep. Opera: New 
York City Opera, Seattle Opera. Commercial entertainment work includes numerous 
US/International tours, concerts, and the recent 2024 Big Apple Circus. Consultant 
work includes corporate events, activations, and film post-production.

Joshua Larrinaga-Yocom, Props Supervisor
Joshua Larrinaga-Yocom is excited to be working at MSM. Some of his memorable 
New York premieres include The Humans (Roundabout and Broadway), The Sound 
Inside (Studio 54), Hangmen (Atlantic Theater Co. and the Golden), The Bedwetter, 
Days of Wine and Roses, Halfway Bitches Go Straight to Heaven, Secret Life of Bees, Between 
Riverside and Crazy, Guards at the Taj, Marie and Rosetta (Atlantic Theater Co.), Letters 
for Max (Signature Theatre), Heroes of 18 the Fourth Turning, Corsicana, Tambo and Bones 
(Playwrights Horizons), Evanston (The New Group), Collective Rage (MCC), Do You 
Feel Anger? (Vineyard Theatre), Lazarus (New York Theatre Workshop), Mary Paige 
Marlow(Second Stage), For All the Women Who Thought They Were Mad (SoHo Rep), 
Epiphany (Lincoln Center Theater), and Sarah Ruhl’s Passion Play (Epic). He is eternally 
grateful for the continued love and support of his husband Roberto.
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Lauren Linsey, Production Stage Manager
Lauren Linsey is a director, dramaturg, and stage manager based in New York 
City with roots in Houston, Texas and Norman, Oklahoma. She is a co-producer 
with Co.llective Arts Productions, an Oklahoma-based theater company creating 
work for and by young artists. She’s just happy to be here! Stage Management: {in} 
tangible (Theatre Row); Nine, Forget Me Not, The Secret Life of the American Musical 
(Manhattan School of Music); An Autopsy of a Night at a Bar (The Tank), A New 
Brain (University of Oklahoma). Alum, The 24 Hour Plays: Nationals.

Jackson McKinnon, Assistant Conductor and Chorus Master 
Jackson McKinnon (he/him) serves as Music Director for the Undergraduate 
Opera Theatre Program’s mainstage productions and as Chorus Master and 
Assistant Conductor for the Graduate Opera Theatre at Manhattan School of 
Music. Mr. McKinnon has worked with orchestras and companies across the 
globe including the International Contemporary Ensemble, American Symphony 
Orchestra, Grafenegg Academy Orchestra, The Orchestra Now, Vienna State 
Opera, Linz Landestheater Opera, and Palaver Strings. Mr. McKinnon has 
spent four seasons as Music Director for Opera Maine’s Studio Artist Program 
and Cover Conductor for Opera Maine’s mainstage productions. Mr. McKinnon 
was the Resident Music Director with City Lyric Opera in New York for multiple 
seasons and has spent five seasons as conductor/musicological consultant with 
Bard Summerscape and Music Festival. An adamant proponent for new music, 
Mr. McKinnon has collaborated, performed, and premiered numerous works 
by composers such as Ricky Ian Gordon, Ana Sokolović, Lori Laitman, Pauline 
Oliveros, Natalie Joachim, Philip Glass, and Laura Kaminsky among many others.

Kristen Kemp, Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts and 
Vocal Coach/Pianist 
Vocal coach and pianist Kristen Kemp, a Florida native, has worked with 
numerous opera companies throughout the United States, including Cincinnati 
Opera, Michigan Opera Theater, Sarasota Opera, Indianapolis Opera, Utah 
Festival Opera, Martina Arroyo’s Prelude to Performance Program, and 
Opera North, as well as the Opera Theatre of Lucca, Italy, in association with 
the University of Cincinnati Conservatory. Kristen served on the music staff 
of Sarasota Opera from 2003 to 2015, where she was also the Studio Artist 
Director for five seasons. As a member of the coaching staff for Sherrill Milnes’s 
VOICExperience, Kristen has worked with the programs in New York, Florida, 
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and Savannah since 2010. Since moving to New York City in 2013, she has been a 
frequent performer and collaborator in numerous concerts of choral works with 
piano and orchestra at Carnegie Hall and David Geffen Hall. Kristen Kemp 
joined Manhattan School of Music as an Opera Theatre coach in 2018 and was 
named Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts in 2021. She received her Master 
of Music degree in collaborative piano and her Artist Diploma in opera coaching 
from the University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music, where she 
studied with Kenneth Griffiths and Donna Loewy.

Travis Bloom, Vocal Coach
Travis Bloom is a sought-after vocal coach and collaborative pianist in New York 
City. He has served as an artistic sta$ member at the Manhattan School of Music 
since 2017. Last summer Travis served as a guest pianist/coach for the JAM on the 
Marsh composers’ residency in the UK with guest clinician, Jonathan Dove. In 
August ‘24 Travis served as the principal coach/pianist for the Berkshire Opera 
Festival’s production of Faust under the artistic direction of Brian Garman and 
Jonathon Loy. In 2020–22 he served on the music sta$ for the highly anticipated 
return of Ricky Ian Gordon and Lynn Nottage’s Intimate Apparel at Lincoln 
Center. From 2019–2021 he worked as a faculty coach with the Chautauqua 
Institute Voice Program under the direction of Marlena Malas. During his time at 
Chautauqua, he worked closely with composers Ricky Ian Gordon and Ben Moore, 
presenting recitals of their music. Since 2018, he has worked with the Metropolitan 
Opera Guild as a pianist for their master class series. He has accompanied master 
classes with Renée Fleming, Susan Graham, Craig Rutenberg, Thomas Hampson, 
Isabel Leonard, Anthony Roth Costanzo, Harolyn Blackwell, and Piotr Beczała. 
Since moving to NYC in 2016, Mr. Bloom has been a sta$ pianist/coach for the 
International Vocal Arts Institute under the direction of Joan Dornemann and 
Paul Nadler. Upcoming engagements include principal pianist/coach for the 
Berkshire Opera Festival’s production of La Traviata.

Djordje Nesic, Vocal Coach 
Djordje Stevan Nesic’s performances have been described as artful, assertive, 
sensitive, and quietly virtuosic, and his career is highlighted by recital, concerto, 
chamber, and collaborative performances, both in the U.S. and internationally. 
He strives to promote music addressing contemporary social justice and human 
rights issues. At Manhattan School of Music, he conducted and music directed 
Jack Perla/Jessica Murphy Moo’s An American Dream, Ana Sokolovic’s Svadba(also 
guest conducted at Peabody), Mozart’s La finta giardiniera, and Ullmann/Kien’s Der 
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Kaiser von Atlantis. Upcoming: recitals in Belgrade, Serbia, and a return to Opera 
Saratoga. Previously, he appeared as the collaborative pianist for the Joyce DiDonato 
masterclasses at Carnegie Hall, the Berkshire Opera Festival, Carnegie Hall in 
NYC, Kolarac Hall in Belgrade, the Prototype Festival in NYC, the KotorArt 
Festival in Montenegro, the Serbian Cultural Center in Paris, and the Caixa Cultural 
in Brasilia. Recordings include Marc Blitzstein’s The Cradle Will Rock on Bridge 
Records, Ricky Ian Gordon’s Ellen West on Bright Shiny Things, and The Opera 
America Songbook. Other venues include the United Nations General Assembly Hall, 
the Mann Performing Arts Center in Philadelphia, FUJI TV in Japan, the Aspen 
Music Festival, Tanglewood Festival, Glimmerglass Opera, Houston Grand Opera.

William Hobbs, Czech Diction
William Hobbs received his Bachelor’s in Piano Performance summa cum laude 
from the University of Colorado at Boulder and his Master’s from the Eastman 
School. Active as a soloist, collaborator, and chamber musician, he has performed 
in the U.S., England, Korea, France, Greece, Italy, Spain, Malta, and Poland. He 
has collaborated with performers including Sir James Galway, Yo-Yo Ma, and 
Monica Ellis. He works at opera houses worldwide, including the Opéra National 
de Paris, the Salzburg Festival, San Francisco Opera, Chicago Lyric Opera, 
Washington Opera, and the Opéra de Monte-Carlo. 

Following appointments at Juilliard, Mannes, CUNY, and Westminster Choir 
College, Mr. Hobbs currently serves on the faculty of Montclair State University. He 
also serves at the Peabody Institute, teaching Comparative Slavic Diction in Czech, 
Polish, Ukrainian, and Russian. Summer 2025 will see the release of his debut solo 
piano CD, Orbiting Garden: Music of Hatzis and Sorabji, on the Blue Gri%n label.

Azalea Fairley, Associate Costume Designer
Azalea Fairley (she/they) is a New Orleans-born NYC-based costume designer and is 
thrilled to work with MSM! Broadway: Associate designer A Strange Loop; Assistant 
Designer Hamilton. O$-Broadway: Shadow/Land (The Public); TJ Loves Sally 4Ever 
( Jack Theater); What Lies Beneath (On Site Opera NYC). Regional: King James, Clyde’s 
(George Street Playhouse NJ); Fabulations (Chautauqua Theater Company); A%er 
Midnight (Paper Mill Playhouse); Eternal Life Pt1 (Wilma Theater, PA); Detroit ’67, 
Schoolgirls (TheaterSquared AR), Blood Knot (Flat Rock Playhouse NC), By the Way, 
Meet Vera Stark (Colorado Fine Arts Ctr), 10×10 Play Fest (Barrington Stage MA), 
Film: Murderer and The Rainbow Experiment. Awards: Nominations for Outstanding 
Costume Design for the Audelco Awards, the Barrymore Awards, and The Henry 
Awards. Member USA 829 Azalea-Fairley.com
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Matthew J. Weisgable, Assistant Lighting Designer
Matthew J. Weisgable (he/him) is a NYC-based lighting designer and associate/
assistant for theater, opera, and dance. Select design credits include Big: The 
Musical (Bristol Riverside Theatre), A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, Much 
Ado About Nothing, A Child’s Christmas in Wales, The Rainmaker, Tartuffe (The 
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey), Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 1812, 
Power/Trip, (Carnegie Mellon University). Select associate design credits include 
Ajijaak on Turtle Island (Gerald Lynch Theatre). Current lighting supervisor of 
Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo. MFA: Carnegie Mellon University, BA: 
Marymount Manhattan College. Website: mattjweisgabledesigns.com

Courville Butt, Associate Wig, Hair, and Makeup Designer 
Courville comes from a strong theater background, even as far back as childhood 
styling for their family’s theater productions. They work part-time on Broadway 
shows such as The Great Gatsby, Moulin Rouge, and The MJ Musical, and debuted 
as a designer this season for a high school production of Legally Blonde! Courville 
takes great pride in educational outreach, and they’re honored to be able to bring 
their expertise to this production and to work with this year’s opera students. 

Jenna Rowell, Assistant Stage Manager
Jenna Rowell is a stage manager and dramaturg from Arlington, Texas. Recent 
SM credits include The Thanksgiving Play(OKC Rep); Shakespeare in Love, Romeo 
and Juliet, Born With Teeth, Jane Austen’s Christmas Cracker, and Hamlet(Okla. 
Shakespeare); and Shrek The Musical (Craft Productions of Okla.). Her recent ASM 
& PA credits include Vietgone, The Antelope Party, The Brothers Size, Superstitions, 
and The Great Leap (OKC Rep); Man of La Mancha (Asolo Repertory Theatre); and 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Okla. Shakespeare). She holds a BFA in Dramaturgy 
and Stage Management and a BA in Journalism from The University of Oklahoma.
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RUSALKA PERSONNEL

Production Staff
Mariel Sanchez, Production Manager
Joshua Groth, Associate Production Manager
Max Breslow, Technical Director
Courtney Kupferschmidt, Assistant Technical Director
Junior Diaz, Production Supervisor
Pam Pangaro, Production Electrician
Tyler Siegel, Assistant Production Electrician
Gabriel Hrin, Lighting Programmer
Don Cieslik, Projections Programmer
Tyler Neidermayer, Distance Learning and Recording Arts Representative
Lee Lord, Wardrobe/Costume Supervisor
Chloe Levy, Assistant Wardrobe Supervisor
Aubrey Hess, Wardrobe Supervisor
Meg Glassco, Kirsten (KK) Hawkins, Jamie Steiner, Dressers
Dianela Gil, Aryn Murphy, John Polles, Stichers
Elisa Abend-Goldfarb, Wig, Hair, and Makeup Lead
Sharone Malka, Kyle Pearson, Stephanie Fisher, Jacky Sanger, and 

Ashley Trujillo, Camille Labarre, Costume Builders
Kim Manning, Costume Dyer
Brian Donaghue, Supertitles Operator

Run Crew
Mikey Stevens, Lead Deck Hand
Daisy Taysom, Caleb Bearden, Run Crew
Phil Manzi, Board Operator
Rook Shaw, Amanda Langhaus, Followspot Operators
Caleb Bearden, John Murphy, Gunnar Rorholm, Ser Konvalin, 

Lamont Concepcion, Andres Ayola, Ava Cintron, Carpenters/Stagehands
David Philyaw, Sebastian Fazio, Aaron Conover, Rook Shaw, 
Chad Williams, Electricians
Caroline Barber, Courville Butt, and Blair Waters, Wig, Hair, and 

Makeup Run Crew
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Film Crew
John de los Santos, Director and Choreographer
Shawn Duan, Director of Photography & Camera Operator
Lauren Linsey, 1st Assistant Director
Morena La Vecchia Galán, Script Supervisor
Mariel Sanchez, 2nd Assistant Camera
David Philyaw, Gaffer
Zach Parisella, Electrician
Dash Lea, Key Grip & Set Decorator 
Kyr Siegel, Grip & Stunt Coordinator
Loryn Pretorious, Key Makeup Artist
 Elisa Abend-Goldfarb, Courville Butt, Tressa Cottone, Hair and 

Makeup Stylists
Ashley Solimon, Costume Designer
Chloe Levy, Set Costumer

*Select costumes provided by TDF Costume Collection
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OPERA AT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC
Manhattan School of Music opera productions have been praised as a significant 
contribution to operatic life in New York City, and numerous performances 
have been released as commercial recordings. Opera is a significant feature of 
the vocal performance experience at MSM. All voice students participate in 
ensembles, and opera experience is available through a rich variety of opera-
related programs and courses. 

Graduate students develop their artistry under the guidance of eminent artist 
teachers, while gaining exposure before New York City audiences through the 
many performance opportunities MSM offers. Productions each year include two 
full operas with orchestra on the Neidorff-Karpati Hall stage; a new fall opera 
scenes series; a new fall chamber opera-level production; a fall Opera Workshop 
to hone audition and professional skills; a new spring Opera in Concert 
collaboration with the MSM Symphony Orchestra; a workshop of a new work or a 
workshop performance of a one-act opera; and a Musical Theatre Lab. 

Juniors and seniors participate in a fall opera scenes program that explores a 
wide variety of styles and languages while developing important artistic and 
collaborative skills. In the spring, they audition to appear in a fully staged 
production with chamber orchestra, or in a one-act opera or cabaret-style 
performance with piano.
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MSM VOCAL ARTS FACULTY AND STAFF

Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts
Voice Faculty 
Edith Bers
Harolyn Blackwell
Mary Dunleavy
Ruth Golden
Cynthia Ho! mann
Catherine Malfi tano
James Morris

Christòpheren Nomura
Sidney Outlaw
Joan Patenaude-Yarnell
Dimitri Pittas
Susan Quittmeyer 
Mark Schnaible

OPERA THEATRE

Kristen Kemp, Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts
Graduate Opera Theatre 

Vocal Coaching Staff 
Manuel Arellano
Travis Bloom
Jeremy Chan
Donna Gill
Joel Harder
Kristen Kemp
Djordje Nesic
Jinhee Park
Eric Sedgwick
Shane Schag
Jocelyn Stewart 

Graduate Opera 
Workshop Class 

Gordon Ostrowski 

Undergraduate Opera 
Theatre Vocal 
Coaching Staff 

Chun-Wei Kang
Jackson McKinnon
Djordje Nesic
LeAnn Overton

 2024–25 Conductors 
and Music Directors 

Andrew Grams
Chun-Wei Kang
Kelly Kuo
Jackson McKinnon

Diction 
Donna Gill
Derrick Go! 
Kathryn LaBou! 
Glenn Morton
Nils Neubert
Cristina Stanescu

Vocal Literature 
and Style 

Miriam Charney
Kenneth Merrill
Djordje Nesic 
Nils Neubert
Mark Pakman
Jinhee Park
Cristina Stanescu

Graduate Performance 
Techniques 

Miriam Charney
Cynthia Ho! mann
Catherine Malfi tano
Ashley Putnam

Undergraduate First- 
and Second-Year 
Performance Class

Mary Dunleavy
Amy Justman
Timothy McDevitt 

Acting, Movement, 
and Vocal Wellness

C. Alexander
Mamie Duncan-Gibbs
Yehuda Hyman
Justin John Moniz
A. Scott Parry
Felicity Stiversen 

MSM Chorale and 
Chamber Choir 

Charolotte Merz
Deborah Simpkin King

Collaborative Piano 
Faculty

John Forconi, Chair
Myra Huang
Thomas Lausmann
Kenneth Merrill
Heasook Rhee
Bryan Wagorn

Djordje Nesic
Shane Schag
Pierre Vallet

2024–25 Stage 
Directors 

Katherine M. Carter
Janine Morita Colletti
Richard Gammon
Amy Justman
George R. Miller
A. Scott Parry
John de los Santos
Felicity Stiverson
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MSM PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTION OPERATIONS

Madeline Lucas Tolliver, Dean of Performance and Production Operations 

Theatrical and Concert Production
Christina Teichroew, Assistant Dean 

for Theatrical Production
Matthew J. Stewart, Assistant Dean 

for Concert Production
Kathryn Miller, Associate Director 

of Theatrical Operations
Stefano Brancato, Associate Director 

of Theatrical Design
Matthew Leabo, Supervisor of 

Theatrical Operations
Chanel Byas, Production Manager
Mariel Sanchez, Production Manager
Josi Petersen Brown, Theatrical 

Production Ensembles Manager
Blair Cagney, Theatrical Productions 

Administrative Assistant

Lee Lord, Costume and Wardrobe Supervisor
Joshua Larrinaga-Yocom, Props Supervisor
Andres Diaz Jr., Production Supervisor
Tyler Donahue, Assistant Production Supervisor
Pamela Pangaro, Electrics Supervisor 

& Production Coordinator
Dash Lea, Production Coordinator
Eric Miller, Production Coordinator
Patrick St. John, Production Coordinator
David Philyaw, Lead Technician
Joshua Groth, Associate Production Manager
Keaton Viavattine, Associate Production Manager
Baker Overstreet, Prop Assistant
Paul Birtwistle, Prop Assistant
Jessie Tidball, Prop Artisan
Chloe Levy, Assistant Wardrobe Supervisor

Performance Operations
Edward Gavitt, Assistant Dean 

for Artistic Operations
Matthew Ward, Co-Chair and Co-Artistic 

Advisor of Contemporary Performance 
and Manager of Percussion

Hunter Lorelli, Large Ensembles Manager
Jacob Poulos, Performance and Production 

Operations Department Manager
Logan Reid, Instrumental Ensembles Associate
Raiah Rofsky, Instrumental Ensembles Associate 

Performance Library
Dr. Manly Romero, Performance Librarian
Clara Cho, Assistant Manager and 

Precollege Librarian
Serena Hsu, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
Wenqi Ke, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
William Lee, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant

Piano Technical Services
Israel Schossev, Director
Richard Short, Assistant Director
Victor Madorsky, Performance Tuner/Technician
Hide Onishi, Chief Concert Technician

Performance Library
Dr. Manly Romero, Performance Librarian
Clara Cho, Assistant Manager and 

Precollege Librarian
Serena Hsu, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
Wenqi Ke, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
William Lee, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant

Piano Technical Services
Israel Schossev, Director
Richard Short, Assistant Director
Victor Madorsky, Performance Tuner/Technician
Hide Onishi, Chief Concert Technician

Scheduling and Patron Services
Ramon Tenefrancia, Associate Director for Scheduling and Patron Services
Veronica Mak, Patron Services and Artistic Sta"  Coordinator
Clayton Matthews, Scheduling and Recitals Associate
Gileann Tan, Scheduling and Rentals Associate

The Orto Center for Distance Learning and Recording Arts
Chris Shade, Assistant Dean of The Orto Center 

for Distance Learning and Recording Arts
David Marsh, Assistant Director of The Orto Center 

for Distance Learning and Recording Arts
Ryan Yacos, Operations Manager of The Orto 

Center for Distance Learning and Recording Arts

Pat Cupo, Digital Education Specialist
Dan Rorke, Chief Recording Engineer
Kevin Bourassa, Recording Engineer
Tyler Neidermayer, Recording Engineer
Bryant Blackburn, Recording Engineer
Mohit Diskalkar, Network Systems Engineer
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ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its 1,025 superbly talented undergraduate and graduate 
students who come from 54 countries and nearly all 50 states; its innovative 
curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes musicians from 
the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top ranks of the jazz 
and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community of accomplished, 
award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the musical, educational, 
cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 8 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making  
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434  
or to make an online gift, scan this code  
or visit giving.msmnyc.edu.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.

  MSMNYC   MSM.NYC   MSMNYC  MSM.NYC

MSMNYC.EDU
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CAMPUS STORE

REGUL AR  H OURS
MON−SAT*
9:30 AM−4:30 PM
*when Precollege is in session

SH O P  O NL INE
STORE.MSMNYC.EDU

LO CATIO N
Student Union  
(on the main floor,
above the cafeteria)

The Manhattan School of Music Campus Store o"ers musical 
supplies and a wide variety of MSM gifts and apparel for all ages.
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC DONORS
Gifts received in FY 2024 (July 1, 2023–June 30, 2024)

Manhattan School of Music is deeply grateful to the community of generous donors who support our commitment to 
excellence in education, performance, and creative activity and to the cultural enrichment of the larger community. 
For more information about giving opportunities, please contact Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy, at 
917-493-4115 or smadden@msmnyc.edu.

$2 Million +
Noémi K. Neidor"  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)  

$500,000 to $999,999
Alta Malberg (BM ’69) and 

Marc I. Malberg, MD

$250,000 to $499,999
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Federal Emergency 

Management Agency
Gart Family Foundation
Jane A. Gross  
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal 

(HonDMA ’23)  
Robert Sharon (’79)
Twiford Foundation

$100,000 to $249,999
Ruth Golden†

John Graham and Paul Ochman
Susan Rochlis
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

$50,000 to $99,999
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)  
Arts and Letters Foundation
Gabrielle Bamberger  
Estate of Elizabeth G. Beinecke
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Chloe Flower (PC ’00)
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
David G. Knott and Françoise 

Girard / McKinsey & Company
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Susan Madden†

Bill and Patricia O'Connor
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation
The Rubin-Ladd Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
The Augustine Foundation  
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Bettina Baruch Foundation
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
The Enoch Foundation  
Clark R. Green Charitable Foundation
Eric Gronningsater
Carol B. Grossman  
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
Nancy Freund Heller and Je" rey Heller
Han Jo Kim
Estate of Florence Nachman
New York State Council on the Arts
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 

Foundation  
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Estate of Harold Schonberg
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz

Horace Silver Foundation 
/ Jemela Mwelu

Mónica and Angel Sosa
Nils Vigeland
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
Nanar and Tony Yoselo" 

$10,000 to $24,999 
Two Anonymous Donors
3 Summers of Lincoln
Joyce Aboussie
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation  
Balenciaga
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation  
The Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)  
Delin and Abelardo Bru  
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Fondation Rumsey-Cartier
Dr. Andre H Clavel Charitable 

Foundation
Complete Mechanical Solutions
Evco Mechanical Corporation  
Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72)
Karey and Javier Gonzalez
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton  
The Joel Foundation
J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of New York
Jephson Educational Trusts  
Max Kade Foundation
Nancy Kissinger (’54)
Ruth M. Knight Foundation  
Dominique La" ont
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation
The Walter W. Naumburg Foundation
Margot Patron  
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
Lucie Robert† and Je" rey Cohen†

A. White Rose Foundation
Carl and Aviva Saphier
Shoshana and Israel Schachter
Mari and Kenneth Share
Susan and Sam Stricklin
Michelle Deal Winfi eld and 

Claude L. Winfi eld
Allen and Laura Yang
Frank and Jean Zhang / 

Jin Hua Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999 
An Anonymous Donor
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu
The MCJ Amelior Foundation
The ASCAP Foundation  
Ed Annunziato
The Hilaria and Alec Baldwin Foundation
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Chartwells Dining Services
Bond Schoeneck & King

Estate of Morton B. Cohen
Catherine and Michael Diefenbach
EALgreen
EvensonBest
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas  
J & J Flooring
Sylvia Hemingway
Howard Herring (MM ’78, HonDMA ’15)
Edward F. Limato Foundation
The Arthur Loeb Foundation
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation  
The Clement Meadmore Foundation
Jane Olian† and Donna Gill†, for Classical 

Singing and New York in June
Evco Mechanical Corporation
James J. Petercsak 

(BM ’66, MM ’68)  
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan Rahm  
Patrick and Marti Ritto
Mary and Morris Rossabi
Antoine Schetritt and Amanda Brotman
Irene Schultz
Arthur T. and Beverly Shorin
Steinway & Sons
Anne Toker and Dana Leifer
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
The Wonderful Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999 
An Anonymous Donor
Advanced Home Audio
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri  
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and 

Danielle Wiener-Bronner
Steve and Elisa Baroni
John K. Blanchard (MM ’89)†

Elizabeth A. Browne
Ernest W. Chung & Mary A. Lee
Lubrano Ciavarra Architects
Steve Dawson
Susan Elizabeth Deaver 

(BM ’75, MM ’76, DMA ’94)†

Eagan Family Foundation
Emerson Reid
Dianne Flagello (BM ’52, 

MM ’52, HonDMA ’99)  
General Plumbing Corporation
Hans Gesell  
Joyce Griggs†

Kimberly D. Grigsby (’93)
Coco Han
Steven and Debra Hanks
Peter L. Horvath (BM ’64, MM ’65)
Israel Discount Bank of New York
Michael A. Kaplan (’91)
Chloe Ki" er (MM ’14, PS ’15)†

Frederick Loewe Foundation
Peter and Ayumi Manda
Meera Mani and Nikhil Iyengar
McDougal Family
Kevin Meserve / Voya Financial
Solomon Mikowsky*†  

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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Jason Mraz Foundation
Anthony Napoli
Julie Newdoll
New York City Tourism Foundation
Barbara O'Reilly (PC ’89) 

and Dermot O'Reilly
Cathy R. Paul (MM ’84)
The Presser Foundation  
Barbara L. Reissman
RIK Electric Corporation
Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation
Cynthia and Thomas Sculco
John and Julia Smith
Juying Song
Fondation Igor Stravinsky
Michael Stewart
The Widder Foundation
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84)  
Victoria Fasani Williams 

(BM ’70, MM ’71)

$1,000 to $2,499 
Three Anonymous Donors
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61)  
JJ and Ralph Allen
Hakan Altintepe
Approved Oil of Brooklyn
Pamela Averick
Peter Babej
Michael A. Bamberger  
Eric M. Katz and Susan Barbash
Bellet Construction  
Hayes Biggs† and Susan Orzel-Biggs
Ina Bort
Bright Power
Virginia Brody
Noreen Buckfi re
Laurie Carney†

Claudia M. Catania†

Joanne Chan
Ted Chapin (HonDMA ’24)
Xilun Chen
Linda Chesis
James and Kanako Clarke
Tony Converse
Delano Copprue†

The Cowles Charitable Trust
Michael R. and Nina I. Douglas
Eisenstein Family
Entertainment Community Fund
Gale Epstein
Daniel Epstein†

Donis G. Flagello
Jake Foley
Janet F. Frank (’65)
Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner
Buzzy Geduld
Karen and Phil Glick
Michael and Deborah Goldberg
Marsha Gordon and Javier Garcia
Ann Gottlieb
Thomas A. and Barbara Gottschalk
Joanne Greenspun  
Jerald and Madelon Grobman
Adolphus C. Hailstork (BM ’65, 

MM ’66, HonDMA ’19)
Hansoree  
Fred and Ellen Harris
Philipp Hecker
Jack (BM ’63) and Helga Katz  

Millen Katz (BM ’74, MM ’75) 
and Patricia Anders  

Michael Keeney
Michael Keller (BM ’71)
Judith Klotz
Michael J. Kokola  
Chung Nung Lee (MM ’62) 

and Bik-Lam Lee
Christiana M. Leonard
Gail R. Levine, Ph.D.
Peiying Li
Maribel Lieberman
Kit and Victor Loo
Alan Lurie
Thomas Maguire (BM ’66)
Mary Lou and George W. Manahan 

(BM '73, MM ’76)†

Elizabeth Mccabe
Michael M. McClellan (MM ’81)
Linda McKnight  
Leslie Middlebrook Moore (MM ’78)
Melvin Miller
Sarah Min
Michelle and John Morris
Hanna and Je" rey Moskin
Oli"  Family
Abby O'Neil and Carroll Joynes
Soyeon Park (BM ’04, MM '07, DMA ’18)
Joanne Polk (DMA ’90)† and 

Je" rey Langford†

Bennett Pologe
Jonathan Raskin
Robert and Regina J. 

Rheinstein (MM ’79)
Mary S. Riebold  
The Rodgers & Hammerstein Foundation
Sabian
Sir Cesare L. Santeramo KCSJ
Peter Santogade (BM ’82)
Claire and John Sarno
Anthony Scelba (BM ’70, MM ’71)
So-Chung Shinn Lee (MM ’19, PS 

’21, PD ’24) and Tony Lee
Ted Smith  
Annaliese Soros  
Richard W. Southwick
Carol Starmack and Claude Goodwin
William M. Stein, Jr.
Richard Stewart
Telebeam Telephone Systems
John Sweeney (BM ’78, MM ’85)
Tom, Robin & Sadie Trynin
Dace Udris  
The Vigeland Family
Shalini P. Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Adrienne and Gianluigi Vittadini
Mallory and Diana Walker
Andrew J. Weber (PC ’00)
Kurt Weill Foundation for Music
Daniel E. Weiss
David J. Wolfsohn (DMA ’84)

$500 to $999 
Two Anonymous Donors
Donald Albrecht
Orren Alperstein
Karen Faust Baer and Paul Baer  
The Bagby Foundation for 

the Musical Arts  
Henrico Bautista
Rosemary and Arnold Bodner

Etty Bousso
George Braverman
Angela M. Brown (MM ’81)
Amane and Stephan Brun
Richard B. Carr (MM ’75)
Jennifer Chaitman
The Chang Family
Cosmos Communications
Allan J. Dean (BM ’59)
Leon Lee Dorsey (MM ’86)
Jon Feidner (MM ’87)
Michael Fordney
Judith Friedman
Brian W. Gnojek (PS ’14)
Arnold and Sandra Gold
Barry Goldberg
Kathleen B. Haskins
Daniel and Julia Hirschberg
Frank and Susan Hugus
Maureen D. Hynes (BM ’74, MM ’75)†

Gary and Donna Kunde
Ursula Kwasnicka (BM ’66, MM ’68)  
Jose M. Landauro Engineers
Ira M. Lieberman (’57)
Kaiwen Lin
Yiduo Liu (MM ’14)
Maria Magliaro Politano (MM ’78)
Main Violin
Nicholas Mann†

Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Ann M. McKinney (MM ’81)
Nathan Mortimer†

Marjorie Neuwirth  
Nouveau Elevator
Edward Palanker (BM ’62) 

and Carol Palanker
Lanny Paykin and Laura Ann Hamilton
Jamie and Emily Propp
Susan Quittmeyer (MM ’78) 

and James Morris†

Frederick B. Roso" 
Mitchell Seider
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)†

Inesa Sinkevych (PS ’06, DMA ’10)†

Robert and Victoria Sirota
Alexandra M. Smith (MM ’10)
James Stalzer (BM ’78, MM ’79)  
Jane Startz and Peter Barton
Josie Sun
David J. Tancredi (MM ’76)
Mimi Tompkins†

Rabbi Abraham Unger (BM ’88)
John Walton (’79)
John and Nancy Wolf Family 

Charitable Fund

$250 to $499 
Two Anonymous Donors
Actors' Equity Foundation
Roslyn Allison & Bert Lewen
Alex Alsup
Cathy and Robert Altholz
Philip Ardell
Patricia Barile
Martha Todd Blaine (BM ’68)
Daniel Braiman
Cynthia Bush
Bonnie and David Cantor
Dalmo (’58, ’61) and Elizabeth Carra
Deirdre Chadwick
Caroline Cruise

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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Mark Delpriora (BM ’82, MM ’87)†

Michael and Marjorie Engber
Elliot Fishbein
Caroline and Shlomo Freidfertig
Jie Fu
Mr. Henry R. Gibbel
Pam Goldberg (MM ’95)
Jill and Rich Grano" 
Laura J. Greenwald (DMA ’98)  
Isabel Greiner
John Paul Herrmann and Tina Stuard
Cynthia Ho" mann†

Charlotte Tacy Holliday
Charlie Huntley
Judith and Leonard Hyman
Stephen M. Johns (BM ’69)
Jacqueline M. Johnson (BM ’15)
Jacqueline Venable Jordan (BM ’81)
High Five Foundation

Gary Trout and Kenneth Latsch
Catherine Malfi tano (BM ’71)†

Robert D. McFadden and 
Judith M. McFadden

The Rev. Andy McQuery 
(BM ’98, MM ’00)

Barbara Moss
Allie Nava
Gabrielle Palay
Adam J. Plotkin and 

Adam B. Abrahams
Anthony Posk (BM ’64)
Richard Presser†

Irwin Reese (MM ’86)
Samuel † and Hiroko Rhodes
Reliable O#  ce Solutions
Roger F. Rose  
Phyllis Ross
Suki Sandler

Mary A. Schmidt (MM ’81)
Gaurav and Sawako Shukla
Marte A. Siebenhar (BM ’02, MM ’04)
Elliott M. Smith
Henry and Jo Strouss
Fen Yee Teh
Nickolas and Liliana Themelis
Patricia Thrash
Julia C. Tobey (’67)
Rebecca C. Tracy
Katharina Volk and James Zetzel
Caroline and Rodney Hine
BeBe Shopp Waring (BM ’52)
Fawn Wiener
Ivanka Zic
We also gratefully recognize the 

380 donors of gifts under $250.

The Applause Society recognizes the steadfast and loyal support of foundations and individuals who have made gifts 
to the School each and every year for 10 years or more. 

We have made every effort to list MSM donors accurately. If your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an 
inaccuracy, please contact Jake Levyns in the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4490, or at jlevyns@msmnyc.edu.

THE SECOND CENTURY CAMPAIGN
Gifts received since July 1, 2018

Donors who have made endowment gifts to the School’s Second Century Campaign are helping to ensure a bright 
future for an extraordinary institution, one that has marshaled the talents and shaped the lives of accomplished and 
passionate musicians across the globe for more than a century.
$3,000,000
Cate Ryan Estate

$2,000,000
Michael Neidor"  (HonDMA ’17)* 

and Noémi K. Neidor"  (BM 
’70, MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)

$1,000,000 to $1,999,999
Gart Family Foundation
Philip Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85) Estate
Carol Lieberman
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

$750,000 to $999,999
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Terry Allison and Sylvain Hétu
Maurice Eisenstadt Estate

$500,000 to $749,999
Alta Malberg (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Christianne Orto Estate

$250,000 to $499,999
Lorraine Gallard
Eric Gronningsater
Jane A. Gross
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Catherine Prince Trust
Robert Sharon (’79)

$200,000 to $249,000
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Twiford Foundation

$100,000 to $199,999
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable 

Foundation

Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Carol B. Grossman
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA 

’23) and Donald Hamilton
Warren La" redo Estate
Linda and Tobia Mercuro*
PwC Charitable Foundation
Susan Rochlis
Paul and Joanne Schnell
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation

$75,000 to $99,999
Gabrielle Bamberger
The Chisholm Foundation
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation
Claude and Michelle D. Winfi eld

$50,000 to $74,999
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Anna Bulgari Estate
Shirley Katz Cohen Estate
Chloe Flower (PC ’00)
So-Chung Shinn Lee (MM ’19, 

PS ’21, PPD ’24)
Susan Madden†

Yvonne and Howard Tsao

$25,000 to $49,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Allen H. and Selma W. Berkman 

Charitable Trust
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)*
Marquis George MacDonald Foundation
The Clement Meadmore Foundation
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation

Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Rochlis Family Foundation
The Rohatyn Group
Horace Silver Foundation 

/ Jemela Mwelu
Theodore E. Somerville (’78)
Harold and Ruth Stern Estate
Nils Vigeland

$10,000 to $24,999
Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation
Alex Assoian Music Project
Michael Bamberger
Carl I. Baron
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan 

Rahm / Rahm Family Fund
Irene Schultz

Up to $9,999
John K. Blanchard (MM ’89)
George S. Braverman
Xilun Chen
Je" rey Cohen and Lucie Robert
Dan Epstein
Dianne Flagello (BM ’52, MM 

’52, HonDMA ’99)
Donis Flagello
Adolphus Hailstork (BM ’63, 

MM ’65, HonDMA ’19)
Michael Keeney
Alan Lurie
Mike and Lynn McClellan
Jane Olian and Donna Gill, for Classical 

Singing and New York in June
Oli"  and Waxenbaum Families
Jonathan Raskin
John K. Smith
Steinway & Sons
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THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT / 
NEIDORFF-KARPATI HALL RENOVATION 
The Centennial Project was an ambitious program of improvements to the School’s architecturally distinguished 
campus coinciding with MSM’s 100th anniversary. The centerpiece of the Project was the renovation of Neidorff-
Karpati Hall, which has been transformed into a state-of-the-art venue to showcase our talented students. The 
Project also included a dramatic and welcoming new campus entrance on Claremont Avenue, new practice rooms, 
and an expansion of the main entryway and lobby.

Anchor Gift
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and 

Noémi K. Neidor"  (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) / Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$2 million and above
City of New York

$250,000 to $499,999
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton 
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard 
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata Foundation 
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Melody Sawyer Richardson 
Sceneworks Studios 

$150,000 to $249,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 

and Marco Pecori 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)

$100,000 to $149,000
Ed Annunziato 
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Linda and Toby Mercuro* 
Michelle Ong/First Initiative 

Foundation Limited 

$50,000 to $99,999 
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio 
Jane A. Gross 
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Maria E. Salgar 
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz 
Mónica and Angel Sosa 
Maria and Guillermo F. Vogel 

$25,000 to $49,999 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis 
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)* 
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09) 
Nancy Freund Heller and Je" rey Heller 
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
McKinsey & Company 

Margot and Adolfo* Patron 
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13) 

and Cindy McTee 
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$10,000 to $24,999 
Joyce Aboussie 
Joan (HonDMA ’14) and Alan 

Ades-Taub Family Foundation 
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Chartwells 
Sharon E. Daley-Johnson 

(BM ’88, MM ’89) 
Evco Mechanical Corporation 
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.) 

(BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 
Ruth Golden† 
Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Warren Jones 
Henry A. Kissinger* and 

Nancy M. Kissinger (’54) 
Orin O’Brien† 
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Carl and Aviva Saphier 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff

FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Founder’s Society honors the extraordinary generosity of the following individuals and institutions whose 
cumulative giving to Manhattan School of Music exceeded $250,000 (as of June 30, 2024). These exceptional 
donors enable MSM to provide world-class conservatory training to immensely talented students. We are deeply 
grateful for their special dedication to the School’s mission and culture of artistic excellence and musicianship.

$10 million and above
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and 

Noémi K. Neidor"  (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)/
Centene Charitable Foundation

$5 million to $10 million
G. Chris Andersen and 

SungEun Han-Andersen

$1 to $5 million
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14) 

and Alan M. Ades (HonDMA ’10)*
The ASCAP Foundation 
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 
The ELMA Philanthropies 
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
Gart Family Foundation 
Gordon K. Greenfi eld*
Gordon and Harriet Greenfi eld 

Foundation
Estate of Jacqueline Kacere
Estate of Phillip Kawin
Estate of Dora Zaslavsky Koch
Carol Lieberman
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal 

(HonDMA ’23) 
Alfred* and Claude Mann 

Joseph F. McCrindle Foundation and 
Estate of Joseph F. McCrindle

Estate of Homer Mensch Miller 
Family Foundation

William R. Miller*
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Octavian Society
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Susan and David Rahm (HonDMA ’07)
Estate of Cathleen A. Ryan
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Helen F. Whitaker Fund

$500,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Altman Foundation
Nancy Terner Behrman*/

Fund for Individual Potential
Elizabeth G. Beinecke*
Mary Owen Borden Foundation 
Estate of Ruth Chatfi eld
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation 
Michael W. Greene*
Eric Gronningsater
Marcia Clay Hamilton 

(HonDMA ’23) and Don Hamilton

Jewish Foundation for 
Education of Women

Estate of Kellogg Johnson 
Estate of Marga King 
Ruth M. Knight Foundation
David G. Knott and 

Françoise Girard
Estate of Edith Kriss
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata Foundation
A. L. and Jennie L. Luria Foundation
Alta Malberg (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Estate of Viola B. Marcus 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Linda Bell Mercuro* and 

Toby Mercuro*
Solomon Mikowsky† 
Ambrose Monell Foundation 
Estate of Christianne Orto
Fan Fox and Leslie R. 

Samuels Foundation
Sceneworks Studio
Harold and Helene Schonberg Trust
Twiford Foundation

$250,000 to $499,999
An Anonymous Donor
Annie Laurie Aitken Charitable Trust
Estate of C. J. Stuart Allan 
Amato Opera Theater
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An Anonymous Donor 
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61) 
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14) 
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu 
Frank Bamberger 
Gabrielle Bamberger 
Alan J. Barry (BM ’66) 
Renée Bash 
Peter Basquin 
Elizabeth Beinecke* 
Yvette Benjamin 
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98) 
Blanche H. Blitstein 
Louis M. Bonifati 
Seymour Bortner 
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 
Susan Brenner 
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Lynda L. Ciolek (MM ’76)*
Morton B. Cohen (BM ’65 MM ’67)* 
James B. Coker 
Alex Davis*
Michael Devine (MM ’80) 
Maurice Eisenstadt* 
J. S. Ellenberger 
Susan Ennis
Jonathan Fey* 
Dianne (BM ’52, MM ’52, 

HonDMA ’99) and Nicolas* Flagello 

Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.) 
(BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 

Janet F. Frank 
Rabbi Mordecai Genn 
Ruth Golden† 
William Goldstein (BM ’65) 
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marian Greathouse (BM ’77) 
Carolyn Zepf Hagner (MM ’69) 
Louis Halk*
Heather A. Hamilton 

(MM ’93, MM ’95) 
Laura Hamilton (BM ’81, MM ’82)
Phillip N. Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85)* 
Diane Kettering (BM ’78) 
Alan M. and Karen Schiebler Knieter 
Doris Konig (’66) 
Warren La" redo (’59)*
Gail Levine, PhD
Robert I. Lewy*
Carol Lieberman 
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Susan Madden†

Alta (BM ’69) and Marc I. Malberg 
Shigeru Matsuno (’63) 
Margaret Park Mautner* 
Charlotte Mayerson*
Claire A. Meyer 
Solomon Mikowsky†*
Warren R. Mikulka 
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54) 

Constance E. Nickel and Saul D. Raw 
Barbara and Dermot O’Reilly
Christianne Orto*
John A. and Catherine Prince* 
Anthony Posk* (BM ’64) 
Barbara L. Reissman 
Regina Rheinstein (MM ’79) 
Melody Sawyer Richardson 
Mary S. Riebold 
Susan Rochlis
Evelyn Ronell 
Ted (BM ’81, MM ’83) and 

Lesley Rosenthal†
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre 
Gerald Sebesky (BM ’62, MM ’63) 
Alex Shapiro 
Robert B. Sharon (’79) 
Marc Silverman 

(MM ’77, DMA ’83)† 
Allen Lee Smith (BM ’77) 
Theodore E. Somerville (’78)
Amy R. Sperling 
Carleton B. Spotts (BM ’53, MM ’59)*
Sondra Tammam (BM ’73)† 
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70) 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines 
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84) 
Theo George Wilson

GALAXY SOCIETY
Members of the Galaxy Society ensure the future of Manhattan School of Music through inclusion of the School in 
their long-range financial and estate plans. We are grateful for their vision and generosity, which helps ensure that 
MSM continues to thrive into the next century and enables aspiring young artists to reach for the stars.

Arts and Letters Foundation
Rose L. Augustine* and 

Augustine Foundation
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod 
Michael R. Bloomberg
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation 
Delin and Abelardo Bru / 

Kimberly-Clark Foundation
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Edgar Foster Daniels* 
Ervika Foundation 
Cecilia and John Farrell 
Estate of Ellen G. Fezer 

First Initiative Foundation/Michelle Ong
Yveta S. Gra" *
Jane A. Gross
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Estate of Rea F. Hooker 
Jephson Educational Trusts 
Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation
Anna-Maria and Stephen 

Kellen Foundation
Estate of Anna Case Mackay 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54)

New York State Higher Education 
Capital Matching Grant Board

Henry Nias Foundation 
Catherine Prince Trust
Estate of Rosalie Weir 
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Jody and Peter Robbins 
Robert B. Sharon (’79)
Evelyn Sharp Foundation
The Starr Foundation 
Surdna Foundation 
Patrick N. W. Turner
Gabe Wiener Foundation
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
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ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Alan M. and Joan Taub Ades Scholarship 
Licia Albanese Scholarship 
Augustine Guitar Scholarship 
Herbert R. and Evelyn 

Axelrod Scholarship 
Frances Hall Ballard Scholarship 
Artur Balsam Scholarship 
Hans & Klara Bauer Scholarship for Cello 
Jordan Berk Scholarship
Selma W. Berkman Memorial 

Scholarship
Vera Blacker Scholarship in Piano 
Luisa Buchanan Scholarship 
Carmine Caruso Scholarship 
Edgar Foster Daniels 

Scholarship in Voice 
Scott Dunn and Robbie Moray 

Scholarship in Collaborative Piano
Baisley Powell Elebash Scholarship 
Gart Family Foundation Scholarship 
Lloyd Gelassen Fellowship 

Fund Scholarship 
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship 
Rita Y. and Herbert Z. Gold Scholarship 
Ruth Golden Classical Voice Scholarship
William Goldstein Scholarship 
John Graham and 

Paul Ochman Scholarship
Michael W. Greene Scholarship 
Charles Grossman Memorial Scholarship 
Grusin/Rosen Jazz Scholarship 
Adolphus Hailstork-Mary 

Weaver Scholarship 
Marcia Clay Hamilton and 

Donald Hamilton Flute Scholarship 
William Randolph Hearst Scholarship 
Helen Fahnestock Hubbard 

Family Scholarship 
Alexandra Hunt Vocal Scholarship 
Deolus Husband Scholarship 

for Composition 
Eugene Istomin Capital 

Campaign Scholarship 
Peter Karpati Scholarship

Phillip Kawin Piano Scholarship
Peter J. Kent Scholarship 
Marga and Arthur King Scholarship 
Kraeuter Violin Scholarship 
Edith Kriss Scholarship 
Lado Scholarship 
Warren La" redo Memorial Scholarship
Ilene and Edward Lowenthal Scholarship
Marquis George MacDonald Scholarship 
Robert Mann Scholarship for 

Violin and Chamber Studies 
Viola B. Marcus Memorial Scholarship 
Masolinar “Mackie” Marks Scholarship 
Joseph F. McCrindle Scholarship 
Clement Meadmore Scholarship in Jazz 
Homer and Constance 

Mensch Scholarship 
Charles B. Nelson Jr. Scholarship 

in Classical Piano
Samuel and Mitzi Newhouse Scholarship 
Birgit Nilsson Scholarship 
Scott Edward Oakley Scholarship 

in Musical Theater 
Mae Zenke Orvis Opera Scholarship 
Ethel Hollander Plancher Scholarship 
Paul Price Percussion Scholarship 
Rahm/Berkman Scholarship 
Judith Raskin Scholarship 
Susan Rochlis Scholarship
Rodgers & Hammerstein Scholarship 

for Voice/Musical Theatre
Jay Rubinton Scholarship 
Leon Russiano"  Memorial Scholarship 
Elizabeth Byrne Sayre Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Walt Sayre Trombone Scholarship 
Robert Sharon Scholarship 

in Collaborative Piano
Scott Shayne Sinclair Scholarship 
Steven P. Singer and Alan Salzman 

Scholarship in Clarinet
Joseph M. Smith Scholarship 
Margaret Hoswell van Der Marck 

Scholarship in Opera 
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano 
Dona D. Vaughn Voice Scholarship 

Emily M. Voorhis Scholarship 
Rachmael Weinstock 

Scholarship in Violin 
Dora Zaslavsky Scholarship 
Avedis Zildjian Percussion Scholarship 

Precollege
An Anonymous Jazz Precollege 

Scholarship 
An Anonymous Precollege Scholarship 
Alex Assoian Music Project Scholarship
Dr. Michelle Solarz August 

Scholarship in Piano 
Kate Bamberger Memorial 

Violin Scholarship 
Matilda Cascio Scholarship 
Cuker/Stern Scholarship 
Florence Duvall Scholarship 
Marion Feldman Cello Scholarship 
Dianne Danese Flagello Scholarship 
Chloe Flower Scholarship
Dorothy Hales Gary Scholarship
Jocelyn Gertel Scholarship
Rosetta Goodkind Scholarship 
Andrew Goodman Memorial Scholarship 
Constance Keene Piano Scholarship 
Patinka Kopec Violin Scholarship 
Mary B. Lenom Scholarship 
Carol Lieberman Scholarship
Frank and Joseph Lotrario Scholarship 
Susan Madden Scholarship
Sassa Maniotis Scholarship 
Jan Morreel Classical Music Scholarship
Nana’s Way Scholarship 
Carl Owen Memorial Scholarship 
Maitland Peters and Karen Beardsley 

Voice Scholarship 
Precollege Parents Scholarship 
Rita and Morris Relson Scholarship 
Jonathan and Conrad Strasser 

Memorial Scholarship 
Yvonne and Howard Tsao Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship 
Michelle Deal and Claude L. Winfi eld 

Jazz Scholarship 

ANNUAL NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Richard E. Adams French 

Horn Scholarship 
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation Scholarship 
The ASCAP/Fran Morgenstern 

Davis Scholarship 
The Augustine Foundation Scholarship 
Theodore H. Barth Foundation 

Scholarship
Bettina Baruch Foundation Scholarship 
Elizabeth Beinecke Scholarship 
Frank & Lydia Bergen 

Foundation Scholarship 
EALgreen Scholarship 
International Advisory 

Board Scholarship

J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
of New York Scholarship

Jephson Educational Trust Scholarship 
Hugh Masekela Heritage Scholarship 
Walter W. Naumburg 

Foundation Scholarship 
Arthur and Mae Orvis Opera Scholarship
Jim Petercsak Percussion Scholarship 
Presser Undergraduate Scholar
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship 
David Rose Scholarship for Composing
Sabian/Robert Zildjian 

Memorial Scholarship 
Harold and Helene Schonberg 

Pianist Scholarship 
Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship 
L. John Twiford Music Scholarship 

Precollege
Susan E. Deaver Woodwinds Scholarship
Janice B. and Milford D. Gerton 

Precollege Scholarship
Hansoree Scholarship 
Joel Foundation Precollege Scholarship
Chloé Ki" er Precollege Scholarship 
Nancy Kissinger Precollege Scholarship 
Josephine Luby Precollege Scholarship 
Maureen MacDougall 

Precollege Scholarship
Jason Mraz Foundation 

Precollege Scholarship
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship 
Alfred and Jane Ross Foundation 

Precollege Scholarship
Victoria Fasani Williams Precollege 

Scholarship in Piano



GIVE TODAY!

Your gift supports MSM’s important work nurturing 
and developing the next generation of performing 
artists. We thank you for sharing our belief in the 

transformative power of music!

S C A N  M E

MSMNYC.EDU/GIVING
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President’s Council
James Gandre, President
Joyce Griggs, Executive Vice President and Provost
Je"  Breithaupt, Vice President for Marketing, 

Communications, and Alumni A" airs
Rebecca Charnow, Dean of Youth Education 

and Community-Career Connections
Monica C. Christensen, Dean of Students
Melissa Cocco-Fernandes, Vice President 

for Enrollment Management
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
Liza Gennaro, Dean of Musical Theatre
Nicolas Gonzalez, Assistant Vice President for 

Strategic Innovation and Special Initiatives
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts
Bryan Greaney, Associate Vice President 

for Facilities and Campus Safety

Ingrid Jensen, Dean of Jazz Arts
JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies 

and Orchestral Performance
Devon Kelly, Chief of Sta"  and Liaison 

to the Board of Trustees
Neeraj Kumar, Interim Chief Information O#  cer
Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy
Carol Matos, Vice President for Administration 

and Human Relations
Nathan Mortimer, Interim Senior Vice 

President and Chief Financial O#  cer
Ruben Mullodzhanov, Associate Vice 

President of Finance and Controller
Kelly Sawatsky, Dean of Academic A" airs
Madeline Tolliver, Dean of Performance 

and Production Operations

Board of Trustees 
Lorraine Gallard, Chair
David G. Knott, PhD, Vice Chair
James Gandre, EdD, President
Nancy Freund Heller, Treasurer
Noémi K. Neidor"  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17), Secretary
Kishore Ballal
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08, 

HonDMA ’22)
Scott Dunn (MM ’97)
Han Jo Kim, MD
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)

Gina Malin
Nicholas Mann
Alexandre Moutouzkine 

(MM '03, PS '05, AD '06)
Anthony Napoli
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Bill O’Connor
Paul T. Schnell
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Angel Sosa
Yvonne Tsao 
Shalini Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)

Trustees Emeriti
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Susan Ennis
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23)
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
David A. Rahm (HonDMA ’07), 

Chair Emeritus
Robert G. Simon

Artistic Advisory Council
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08, 

HonDMA ’22) 
Glenn Dicterow
Peter Duchin

Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Stefon Harris (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
Bernard Labadie (HonDMA ’18)

Lang Lang (HonDMA ’12)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Melissa Wegner (MM ’05)
Pinchas Zukerman (HonDMA ’93)

Department Chairs and Program Directors 
Michelle Baker, Chair, Brass
David Chan, Head, Orchestral Performance Program
Linda Chesis, Chair, Woodwinds
David Leisner, Chair, Guitar
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
John Forconi, Chair, Collaborative Piano
Christopher Lamb, Chair, Percussion
Je" rey Langford, Associate Dean of Doctoral Studies
George Manahan, Director of Orchestral 

Activities and Chair, Conducting

Nicholas Mann, Chair, Strings
Ryan Kamm, Assistant Dean for Youth 

Programs and Director of Precollege
Alexandre Moutouzkine, Co-Head, Piano
Erin Rogers, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
Inesa Sinkevych, Co-Head, Piano
Matt Ward, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program

Alumni Council 
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98), Chair
Michael Fahie (MM ’02), Vice Chair
Chira Bell (BM ’22)

Blair Cagney (BM ’18, MM ’20)
Ming Fong (PC ’86, ’87)
Peng Guan (MM ’23)
Brian Holman (MM ’04)

Kyunghee Kim (MM ’96)
Eganam Segbefi a (MM ’18)
Jarrett Winters Morley (BM ’20)

International Advisory Board
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20), 

 Chair, Switzerland
Mita Aparicio, Mexico
Delin Bru, United States
Alejandro Cordero, Argentina
Chloe Flower (PC ’00), 

United States/Korea

Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72), 
Canada

Raul M. Gutierrez, Mexico/Spain
Sylvia Hemingway, 

United States/Hungary
Masaaki Maeda, Japan/United States
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ’22), China

Angel Sosa, Mexico
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70), 

Brazil/United States
Guillermo Vogel, Mexico
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz, 

Germany



MSMNYC.EDU/GALAXY-SOCIETY

The Galaxy Society

What Will Your  
Legacy Be?
Through a bequest or other planned gift, 
you can help to ensure that Manhattan 
School of Music will provide a music 
education of the highest quality to 
exceptionally talented young artists for 
generations to come while also strengthening 
the School’s long-term financial health. 

Bequests are one of the easiest ways to 
create a living legacy and to help MSM 
meet important priorities, including 
increasing our scholarship endowment 
and supporting our world-class faculty. 

For further information and to join our 
Galaxy Society, which honors those who have 
committed to making a planned gift to the 
School, please contact Susan Madden, Vice 
President for Philanthropy, at 917-493-4115, 
or visit: msmnyc.edu/galaxy-society. 

Help a young 
artist reach 
for the stars!


