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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Before leaving for school each morning, I’d give my toys one final, stern 
reminder: “Be good, and don’t make a mess.” Upon returning, I would triple-
check that everything was where I’d left it, convinced they were living full, 
dramatic lives while I was away. Children build sprawling universes for their 
toys—stories of love, rivalry, magic, and unrequited passion. Time warps in these 
worlds; a single blink can mean an hour has passed, and a nap can fast-forward the 
story to the next day. The rules are few, but the stakes are always high, and the 
problem (usually love) is urgent. The high drama thrilled me; my toys married, 
threw parties, fought, and adventured, generating drama fueled by secret 
crushes, a magic potion, and the underdog’s triumph. 

It is this childhood sense of urgent, high-stakes play that guides our approach 
to L’elisir. We meet our characters—our toys—immediately after they’ve been set 
down by their owner, still fully absorbed in their disarray and drama. They play 
with a child’s wholehearted sincerity: a “yes, and” belief that everything they are 
experiencing is completely real. As these toy characters, we embrace the comic 
melodrama at the heart of Donizetti’s opera. 

Donizetti’s memorable melodies evoke a longing for performances rooted in pure 
delight—an evening filled with vibrant designs, outstanding vocal performances, 
playful staging, and expertly performed music. Something fun. Yes, we could 
have done a traditional L’elisir, or something contemporary, perhaps leaned into 
the darker undertones—but haven’t we had a hard enough year? This is plain fun.

Toys are extensions of ourselves; they act out our greatest fears and desires, yet 
they are considered instruments of youth to be discarded after a certain age. 
Why not use them to act out this story? For the students, this meant a freedom 
of physicality and play as we built the staging. Many of the funniest moments are 
products of their choices. Without the constraints of humans, our cast dove into 
the depths of imagination. My hope is that they walk away having learned a little 
about their own capabilities—taught by the toys they play. 

Enjoy the performance, and if you see a Labubu, let me know. Mine seems to have 
gone missing.

—Katherine M. Carter
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THE CAST     NOVEMBER 20 & 22		   NOVEMBER 21 & 23

Adina	 Seunghyun Lim		  Grace Christensen

Nemorino 	 Wonjin Choi		  Carter Bonyeop Gu

Dulcamara 	 Yunsik Kim		  Anthony Blatter

Belcore	 Brendon Rapushaj		  Shengyang Lin

Gianetta	 Irene Hyun Young Shin	 Miryoung Song

Ensemble
Rainbow Bright		  Colleen Allard-Smith

American Girl–Samantha		  Brooklyn Church

Princess Diana Beanie Baby		  Zhiqi Cynthia Dai

Cupcake Doll–Vanilla		  Larissa Gaulke

Sorry Piece–Red		  Mai Guo

Sky Dancer		  Charlotte Jakobs

G.I. Joe–Navy		  Tommy Johnston

Stretch Armstrong		  Hyunwoo Jung

Sorry Piece–Yellow		  Jihoon Kim

Sorry Piece–Green		  Hayoung Lee

Ribbon Dancer Barbie		  Esther Lee

Sorry Piece–Blue		  Zihan Ning

Troll Doll		  Nicole Paravicini

Clown Doll		  Samantha Paredes

Doodle Bear		  Boosung Park

Mr. Potato Head		  Huxley Robb

Where’s Waldo		  Haoran Sun

Care Bear–Cheer Bear		  Jillian Tam

G.I. Joe–Shark Attack		  Ziyang Zeng

G.I. Joe–NASA		  Taian Zhou

Covers
Adina		  Hayoung Lee

Nemorino		  Hyunwoo Jung

Belcore		  Zuhao Chen

Role Study
Chorus 		  Layla Chen
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SYNOPSIS
ACT I

Our toys are exhausted after a long day of play. With their child away, they gather 
to relax. The raggedy Nemorino is hopelessly in love with the untouchable Adina. 
He listens as she reads to the other toys the story of Tristan and Isolde, whose 
love was sparked by drinking a magic potion. 

The dashing Belcore arrives with his buddies . Immediately he begins to f lirt 
with Adina. To the surprise of all, Belcore asks Adina for her hand in marriage! 
She does not say yes, but she does not say no either. Nemorino takes his shot and 
declares his love for Adina. She kindly, but firmly, turns him down. Adina asks 
Nemorino to turn his attention elsewhere. 

A new toy arrives! The colorful Doctor, of the Dulcamara toy company. He offers 
a miracle cure for every ill. Toys joyfully trade their possessions for Dulcamara’s 
wares. As the group clears, Nemorino approaches the doctor and asks for Isolde’s 
love potion. Dulcamara pulls out a special “elixir of love” from his bag. Nemorino 
drinks the entire thing and grows cheerful and more confident. When he sees Adina 
speaking to some of her friends, he ignores her. Adina, frustrated by the lack of 
attention, tells Belcore that she will marry him at the end of the week. 

Just then, an officer arrives with orders that Belcore must return to active duty in the 
morning. The only solution? Hold the wedding tonight! Nemorino, horrified that 
his potion won’t work in time, pleads with Adina to not go through with it. The toys 
celebrate the upcoming wedding while Nemorino is on the sidelines, rejected.

ACT II

The wedding festivities are in full swing! Dulcamara and Adina sing a duet to the 
entertainment of all, except Nemorino, who is missing. Belcore summons the lawyer 
to sign the wedding contract. To Belcore’s disappointment, Adina delays signing.

Nemorino asks Dulcamara for another love potion. Dulcamara will happily 
make a trade, but does Nemorino have anything to offer? Nemorino has nothing, 
leaving him with no means to get another love potion. Belcore seizes the 
opportunity, offering Nemorino a bonus to enlist. Nemorino signs the contract.

Unbeknownst to him, Nemorino has just inherited a fortune due to the death 
of his relative (yes, toys have relatives too—that’s how accessories get handed 
down). Gianetta has heard the news first and spreads the gossip among the toys. 
Nemorino is, initially, confused by all this attention but he gives the credit to his 
Elixir of Love. Even Dulcamara starts to believe in the power of the juice box. 

Adina is shocked. How did Nemorino become the most eligible toy in town? 
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Seeing other toys f lirt with Nemorino unlocks Adina’s true feelings for him, and 
she decides to win him back. Dulcamara, seeing an opportunity, offers his elixir 
of love to Adina. She sharply turns him down, reminding him that she already 
possesses everything she needs.

Nemorino, finally alone, hopes his dream love may come true. Adina appears 
and confesses her feelings. To prove her love, Adina has bought Nemorino’s 
recruitment contract. He is free to do as he pleases. The rest of the toys celebrate 
the new couple. Belcore, sadly, is out a bride—but Dulcamara has earned the 
respect of the toys with his powerful elixir of love. 
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES

Colleen Allard-Smith
Chorus (Rainbow Bright)
MM antic. ’27
Marietta, Georgia
Student of Mary Dunleavy
Upcoming: La clemenza di Tito (Annio), 

MSM 

Anthony Blatter
Dulcamara
MM antic. ’27
St. Louis, Missouri
Student of Sidney Outlaw

Layla Chen
Chorus Role Study
MM antic. ’27
Yiwu, China 
Student of Christòpheren Nomura

Zuhao Chen
Cover Belcore
MM antic. ’27
Manshan, China
Student of Mark Schnaible

Wonjin Choi
Nemorino
PPD antic. ’26
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Mark Schnaible

Grace Christensen
Adina
MM antic. ’26
Peterborough, New Hampshire
Student of Joan Patenaude-Yarnell
Upcoming: Dark Sisters (Eliza), MSM

Brooklyn Church
Chorus (American Girl–Samantha)
MM antic. ’27
Marion, Ohio
Student of Cyndia Sieden

Zhiqi Cynthia Dai
Chorus (Princess Diana Beanie Baby)
MM antic. ’27
Guangzhou, China
Student of Christòpheren Nomura

Larissa Gaulke
Chorus (Cupcake Doll–Vanilla)
MM antic. ’26
Spanaway, Washington
Student of Mary Dunleavy
Upcoming: Dark Sisters (Zina), MSM

Carter Bonyeop Gu
Nemorino
MM antic. ’27
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Cynthia Hoffmann

Mai Guo
Chorus (Sorry Piece–Red)
MM antic. ’27
Chengdu, China
Student of Jack Li Vigni

Charlotte Jakobs (BM ’24)
Chorus (Sky Dancer)
MM antic. ’26
Saint Vith, Belgium
Student of Mark Schnaible

Tommy Johnston
Chorus (G.I. Joe–Navy)
MM antic. ’27
Charlotte, North Carolina
Student of Dimitri Pittas

Hyunwoo Jung
Chorus (Stretch Armstrong), cover 

Nemorino
MM antic. ’27
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Sidney Outlaw
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Jihoon Kim
Chorus (Sorry Piece–Yellow)
MM antic. ’27
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Sidney Outlaw

Yunsik Kim
Dulcamara
MM antic. ’27
Busan, South Korea
Student of Mark Schnaible 

Esther Lee (BM ’25)
Chorus (Ribbon Dancer Barbie)
MM antic. ’27
New York, New York
Student of Susan Quittmeyer

Hayoung Lee
Chorus (Sorry Piece–Green), cover Adina
MM antic. ’27
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Mary Dunleavy

Seunghyun Lim (MM ’25)
Adina
PPD antic. ’27
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Edith Bers 

Shengyang Lin
Belcore
MM antic. ’26
Wenzhou, China
Student of James Morris

Zihan Ning
Chorus (Sorry Piece–Blue)
MM antic. ’26
Xinjiang, China
Student of Mary Dunleavy

Nicole Paravicini 
Chorus (Troll Doll)
MM antic. ’26
Fort Bragg, California
Student of Ruth Golden
Upcoming: Dark Sisters (Almera), MSM

Samantha Paredes
Chorus (Clown Doll)
MM antic. ’26
Salt Lake City, Utah
Student of Dimitri Pittas

Boosung Park (BM ’24)
Chorus (Doodle Bear)
MM antic. ’26
Busan, South Korea
Student of Dimitri Pittas

Brendon Rapushaj (BM ’25)
Belcore 
MM antic. ’27
Bronx, New York
Student of Dimitri Pittas

Huxley Robb
Chorus (Mr. Potato Head)
MM antic. ’27
New York, New York
Student of Christòpheren Nomura

Irene Hyun Young Shin (BM ’22, 
MM ’25)

Gianetta
PS antic. ’26
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Susan Quittmeyer

Miryoung Song
Gianetta
MM antic. ’26
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Susan Quittmeyer

Haoran Sun
Chorus (Where’s Waldo)
MM antic. ’27
Shandong, China
Student of Mark Schnaible 



12

Jillian Tam
Chorus (Care Bear–Cheer Bear)
MM antic. ’27
Vancouver, Canada
Student of Cynthia Hoffmann
Upcoming: Carmen (Mercédès), MSM

Ziyang Zeng
Chorus (G.I. Joe–Shark Attack)
MM antic. ’27
Shenzhen, China
Student of Cyndia Sieden

Taian Zhou
Chorus (G.I. Joe–NASA)
MM antic. ’27
Zhangjiajie, China
Student of Dimitri Pittas



13

ORCHESTRA
Michael Sakir, Conductor
JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies and Orchestral Performance
V I O L I N  1

Koshiro Takeuchi, 
concertmaster

Setagaya, Japan

Allison Lee
Seoul, South Korea

Yeonsoo Jung
Seoul, South Korea

Leonie Asamoah
Hamburg, Germany

Erin Han
Irvine, California

Susie Shin
Seoul, South Korea

V I O L I N  2

Jiabao Wei, principal
Chengdu, China

Caroline Jorden
Concord, Massachusetts

Gyung Min Myung
Anyang, South Korea

Yiru Zhang
Shandong, China

Jayson Rodriguez 
Ospina

Bayamon, Puerto Rico

V I O L A

Kyuwon Yoo, principal
Paju, South Korea

Harris Panner
Bethesda, Maryland

Cayden Stathakos
Houston, Texas

Yat Lee
Hong Kong, Hong Kong

C E L L O

Hannah Sohn, principal
Albany, New York

Han Zhao
Hangzhou, China

Andrew So
Queens, New York

Eunkyeong Chun
Cheonan, South Korea

B A S S

Juri Chae, principal 
Budang, South Korea

Kwasi Micah
New York, New York

F L U T E

Isabella Carucci, principal
New York, New York

Jaeyeong Park
Ulsan, South Korea

O B O E

Kamil Tarnawczyk, 
principal 

Pullman, Washington

Junzhe Huang
Shanghai, China

C L A R I N E T

Shani Wang, principal
Hsinchu, Taiwan

Ivan Morozov
New York, New York

B A S S O O N

Adam Kraynak, principal 
Harleysville, Pennsylvania

Matthew So
Toronto, Canada

H O R N

Luis Montesdeoca, 
principal

Duran, Ecuador

Cameron Pollard
Winston Salem, North Carolina

T R U M P E T

Ryan Colarusso, principal
Sussex, New Jersey

Jiseop Shin
Seoul, South Korea

T R O M B O N E

Malik Hamza, principal
Frisco, Texas

Jonathan Lee
Edison, New Jersey

B A S S  T R O M B O N E

Ryan Parichuk
Budd Lake, New Jersey

T I M PA N I

Emma Stewart
Orange, Virginia

P E R C U S S I O N

Glenn Choe
Cedar Park, Texas

H A R P

James Ho
Taipa, Macao

K E Y B O A R D

Sakurako Jayne Abe
Markham, Canada
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CREATIVE TEAM

Michael Sakir, Conductor
Conductor Michael Sakir has been praised for his “artistic authority,” “fluidity 
of expression,” and “great delicacy of feeling.” He serves as Artistic Director and 
Principal Conductor of Opera Montana where the innovative programming, 
community partnerships, and robust education programs under his leadership have 
led to record-breaking ticket sales and company growth. Sakir previously served as 
Music Director of Opera Memphis, with whom, in addition to conducting nearly 
two dozen productions, he was deeply involved in the company’s groundbreaking 
civic practice programs and commissioning projects. In the 2025-2026 season, Sakir 
makes guest conducting debuts with the Manhattan School of Music in Donizetti’s 
L’elisir d’amore, as well as in the world premiere of Laura Kaminsky’s Time to Act 
with Pittsburgh Opera. Other recent guest conducting engagements include 
Seattle Opera, Arizona Opera, Des Moines Metro Opera, Oberlin Conservatory 
of Music, Opera Baltimore, Opera Idaho, Brevard Music Center, Opera Orlando, 
Shreveport Opera, Eugene Opera, Northwestern University, American Opera 
Projects. Sakir has held music staff positions with Santa Fe Opera, Washington 
National Opera, Florida Grand Opera, Sarasota Opera, among others. He holds 
degrees from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music and The Boston Conservatory.

Katherine M. Carter, Director
Katherine M. Carter is a director of theatre & opera. Previously for MSM, she 
directed La rondine and Roméo et Juliette. This season, Katherine directs a new 
English production of The Merry Widow for Sarasota Opera, a new production of 
Hansel and Gretel for Annapolis Opera, and a new production of Disney’s Frozen for 
The Rose Theater. Last season, Katherine created a new staging of Nabucco for the 
Canadian Opera Company, a new production of Dialogues des Carmélites for Wolf 
Trap Opera, a concert staging of La bohème for the Aspen Music Festival, as well as 
making her San Francisco Opera debut with a revival staging of La bohème.

Frequently in demand for her work with young artists and students, she has 
been a guest at some of opera’s leading training programs including The Ryan 
Opera Center at the Lyric Opera of Chicago, Santa Fe Opera, and Wolf Trap 
Opera. Katherine has also led productions and workshops at the Juilliard 
School, Mannes Opera, New York University, Carnegie Mellon University, Rice 
University, the New School for Drama, and Bard College.

Katherine is a certified Intimacy Director for theatre and opera, trained by IDC 
Professionals. She serves as an Intimacy Director for The Metropolitan Opera.
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James Rotondo, Scenic Designer 
James Rotondo (he/him) is a set designer for opera and theatre based in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Previous MSM productions include Into the Woods, 
The Pajama Game, Romeo et Juliette, and L’incoronazione di Poppea. Other recent 
productions include Rigoletto (Vancouver Opera), The Little Prince (Pacific 
Opera Victoria), Pagliacci (Glimmerglass Festival), Man of La Mancha (Opera 
North), Fiddler on the Roof (Argyle Theatre), Freaky Friday and Legally 
Blonde (Prescott Park Arts Festival). Upcoming productions include Orpheus and 
Eurydice at Pacific Opera Victoria and Così at the Glimmerglass Festival.

Caitlin Cisek, Costume Designer
Caitlin Cisek is a costume designer, visual artist, and educator. Favorite credits 
include Saturday Night Live (Season 44), Romeo and Juliet at Opera San Jose, 
and Pete Rex at 59E59 and Dialogue of the Carmelites at Wolftrap Opera. Cait was 
recently awarded the Research Incentive Award from the College of the Arts at 
the University of Florida to present research from The Huddled Masses Project; an 
editorial on American identity and immigration. The project was also exhibited 
as part of the New York City Opera Thrift Shop World Event in 2024. Upcoming 
productions include Turandot with Pacific Symphony, and The Importance of Being 
Earnest at LMU in Los Angeles. She earned my BA in Theatre from the State 
University of New York at Albany and MFA from the University of California, 
Irvine. Caitlin is a proud member of United Scenic Artists Local 829.  
@caitccisek. www.caitlincisek.com www.huddledmassesproject.com

Marika Kent, Lighting Designer 
Also with MSM: Roméo et Juliette, La Rondine, Albert Herring, The Snow Maiden. 
Select recent/upcoming productions: Dialogues of the Carmelites (Wolf Trap 
Opera), Ulysses; Seagull (Elevator Repair Service), The Great Privation (SOHO 
REP); The Suffragette’s Murder (Denver Center for the Performing Arts), Sweeney 
Todd; Clyde’s; Choir Boy; Gem of the Ocean; School Girls, or the African Mean Girls 
Play (Portland Center Stage), Fences (Trinity Rep), POTUS (Arena Stage), Catch as 
Catch Can (Playwrights Horizons). Marika teaches design at NYU’s Playwrights 
Horizons Theater School and is a proud member of USA Local 829.  
www.marikakent.com

Loryn Pretorius, Wigs, Hair & Makeup Designer
Elixir of Love marks Loryn’s 11th production as Wig, Hair and Makeup Designer 
for Manhattan School of Music. Past shows include Rusalka, Roméo et Juliette, 
La rondine, Nine the Musical, Bye, Bye Birdie, The Cunning Little Vixen, Paper Boy: 
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A New Musical, She Loves Me, Sunday in the Park with George, and Sweeney Todd. 
She most recently designed Così fan tutte (Director, Renee Fleming) and La 
bohème (Director, Katherine Carter) for the Aspen Music Festival, and Finding 
Neverland for OFC Creations in Rochester, NY. When she’s not designing, she is 
department heading Broadway shows (Sunset BLVD, Mary Jane, The Collaboration; 
upcoming: BUG), and touring with the B52’s. Many thanks to the MSM 
production staff our FANTASTIC Creative Team, and my wonderful Build and 
Run Crew! @loryn_pretorius

Joshua Larrinaga-Yocom, Props Supervisor
Joshua Larrinaga-Yocom is excited to be working at MSM. Some of his 
memorable New York premieres include The Humans (Roundabout and 
Broadway), The Sound Inside (Studio 54), Hangmen (Atlantic Theater Co. and the 
Golden), The Bedwetter, Days of Wine and Roses, Halfway Bitches Go Straight to 
Heaven, Secret Life of Bees, Between Riverside and Crazy, Guards at the Taj, Marie and 
Rosetta (Atlantic Theater Co.), Letters for Max (Signature Theatre), Heroes of 18 
the Fourth Turning, Corsicana, Tambo and Bones (Playwrights Horizons), Evanston 
(The New Group), Collective Rage (MCC), Do You Feel Anger? (Vineyard Theatre), 
Lazarus (New York Theatre Workshop), Mary Paige Marlow (Second Stage), For 
All the Women Who Thought They Were Mad (SoHo Rep), Epiphany (Lincoln Center 
Theater), and Sarah Ruhl’s Passion Play (Epic). He is eternally grateful for the 
continued love and support of his husband Roberto.

Lauren Linsey, Production Stage Manager
Lauren Linsey is a director, dramaturg, and stage manager based in New York 
City with roots in Houston, Texas and Norman, Oklahoma. She is a co-producer 
with Co.llective Arts Productions, an Oklahoma-based theater company creating 
work for and by young artists. She’s just happy to be here! Stage Management: {in} 
tangible (Theatre Row); Nine, Forget Me Not, The Secret Life of the American Musical 
(Manhattan School of Music); An Autopsy of a Night at a Bar (The Tank), A New 
Brain (University of Oklahoma). Alum, The 24 Hour Plays: Nationals.

Colter Shoenfish, Assistant Director
Colter Schoenfish (they/them) is a Brooklyn based director of theatre and opera. 
Select directing credits include: Cendrillon and The Tender Land with Chicago 
Summer Opera, SCENEWORKS with Mannes Opera, Mozart and Salieri with 
Opera Saratoga, Orpheus and Euridice with Arbor Opera Theatre, and two 
world-premiere productions for the University of Michigan – Higher Ground and 
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Enchantress. As a sought-after freelance artist, Colter has frequented companies 
across the country like Santa Fe Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Houston Grand 
Opera, Detroit Opera, Utah Opera, Opera Theatre of St Louis, Des Moines 
Metro Opera, Tulsa Opera and Opera Theatre of St. Louis. With a passion for 
artistic training, they have guest-taught and directed students at universities 
and young artist programs such as Utah Opera, Mannes Opera, University of 
Houston, and Chicago Summer Opera. Colter is a proud alumnus of the theatre 
directing program at the University of Michigan.

Jackson McKinnon, Assistant Conductor & Chorus Master
Jackson McKinnon serves as Music Director for the Undergraduate Opera 
Theatre Program’s mainstage productions and as Chorus Master and Assistant 
Conductor for the Graduate Opera Theatre at Manhattan School of Music. 
Mr. McKinnon has worked with orchestras and companies across the globe 
including the International Contemporary Ensemble, Vienna State Opera, Linz 
Landestheater Opera, American Symphony Orchestra, Grafenegg Academy 
Orchestra, The Orchestra Now, and Palaver Strings. Mr. McKinnon has spent 
four seasons as Music Director for Opera Maine’s Studio Artist Program and 
Cover Conductor for Opera Maine’s mainstage productions. Mr. McKinnon was 
the Resident Music director with City Lyric Opera in New York for multiple 
seasons and has spent five seasons as conductor/musicological consultant with 
Bard Summerscape and Music Festival.

An adamant proponent for new music, Mr. McKinnon has collaborated, 
performed, and premiered numerous works by composers such as Philip Glass, 
Ricky Ian Gordon, Lori Laitman, Pauline Oliveros, Natalie Joachim, Ana 
Sokolovic, and Laura Kaminsky among many others.

Kristen Kemp, Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts and 
Vocal Coach-Pianist
Vocal coach and pianist Kristen Kemp serves as Head of Music Staff in Opera 
for Vocal Arts at the Manhattan School of Music, where she brings a wealth of 
experience as a collaborative artist and educator.

Throughout her distinguished career, Kristen has performed and worked with 
leading opera companies across the United States, including Cincinnati Opera, 
Michigan Opera Theatre, Sarasota Opera, Indianapolis Opera, Utah Festival Opera, 
Opera Pacific, Opera North, and the Opera Theatre of Lucca, Italy, among others.

A longtime collaborator with Sherrill Milnes’ VOICExperience Foundation, 
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Kristen has been an integral part of its programs in New York, Florida, and 
Savannah since 2010. She also served as Studio Artist Director at Sarasota Opera 
from 2010–2015, following several seasons on the company’s coaching staff 
beginning in 2003.

In 2025, Kristen was the English Diction Coach for Opera Theatre of St. Louis, 
contributing to productions of Benjamin Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
and the world premiere of Ricky Ian Gordon’s This House. She also served as 
Music Director for Shared Voices, a collaborative initiative of the Denyce Graves 
Foundation. A native of Florida, Kristen earned both her Master of Music in 
Collaborative Piano and Artist Diploma in Opera Coaching from the University 
of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music (CCM).

Travis Bloom, Vocal Coach-Pianist
Travis Bloom is a sought-after vocal coach and collaborative pianist in New 
York City. He has served as an artistic staff member at the Manhattan School 
of Music since 2017. Most recently, Travis served as the principal coach/pianist 
for the Berkshire Opera Festival’s production of La Traviata under the artistic 
direction of Brian Garman and Jonathon Loy. Prior to the working with BOF, 
Travis was a guest pianist/coach for the JAM on the Marsh composers’ residency 
in the UK with guest clinician, Jonathan Dove. In 2020-22 he served on the 
music staff for the anticipated return of Ricky Ian Gordon and Lynn Nottage’s 
Intimate Apparel at Lincoln Center. From 2019-2021 he worked as a faculty coach 
with the Chautauqua Institute Voice Program under the direction of Marlena 
Malas. During his time at Chautauqua, he worked closely with composers Ricky 
Ian Gordon and Ben Moore, performing recitals of their music. Since 2018, he 
has worked with the Metropolitan Opera Guild as a pianist for their master class 
series. He has accompanied master classes with Renée Fleming, Susan Graham, 
Craig Rutenberg, Thomas Hampson, Isabel Leonard, Anthony Roth Costanzo, 
Harolyn Blackwell, and Piotr Beczała. Since moving to NYC in 2016, Mr. Bloom 
was a staff pianist/coach for the International Vocal Arts Institute under the 
direction of Joan Dornemann and Paul Nadler. Upcoming engagements include a 
masterclass series with the opera students at Stetson University.

Eric Sedgwick (MM ’07), Vocal Coach-Pianist
Eric Sedgwick has appeared onstage with many of the music industry’s top talents 
including Sanford Sylvan, Marni Nixon, Will Liverman, Nicholas Phan, Laquita 
Mitchell, Justin Austin, Patrick Carfizzi, and Brittany Renee. He has recorded for 
WQXR in New York, for the Irreverence Music and Bridge labels, and performed 
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on the NPR series Selected Shorts and the upcoming BBC Arts in Motion series. He is 
currently a repetiteur at the Opera Theatre of St. Louis and has been on the faculty 
for the vocal program at the Tanglewood Music Center since 2015. As a pianist 
for the Boston Symphony Orchestra, he has played under the batons of Andris 
Nelsons, John Williams, Thomas Ades, Bramwell Tovey, Michael Tilson Thomas, 
James Gaoigan, and Sir Andrew Davis. On the coaching staff at MSM since 2009, 
he holds a Master’s Degree in Piano Performance from MSM and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in English from Brown University.

Stefano de Peppo, Italian Diction Coach 
Stefano de Peppo was born in Italy, graduated from Civica Scuola di Musica 
Claudio Abbado in Milan. He has performed in many theaters throughout USA, 
Europe, North and South America, Israel and Japan, always acclaimed for his 
powerful bass-baritone, his crisp diction and his skills as an actor in the Italian 
and French Comedic Repertory mostly of late 18th, 19th and early 20th century. 
He has many years of experience also as an Italian Diction and Repertory 
Coach for Singers, often invited to hold private lessons and/or Masterclasses 
in Music Schools and Programs for Young Artists. He has held Masterclasses 
for the Young Artist Program of Arizona Opera, Colorado Opera, Sarasota 
Opera, Atlanta Opera, Chautauqua Opera, Naples Opera in the U.S., Opera 
de Bellas Artes in Mexico City, Opera de Costa Rica, Memphis Universities, 
Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, among other places. He holds the 
position of Italian Coach at Lamont School of Music of the University of Denver, 
Colorado. He has recently taken part as an Italian Coach to the online various 
Programs for Singers “Vincerò”,”Dandelion Institute”, “Atelier d’Excellence”, 
“CSMusic”, “Teatro Grattacielo of New York” and “Camerata de’Bardi”. In 
2023 and 2024 he was the Italian Coach for the productions of Mozart’s La finta 
giardiniera and Puccini’s La rondine at Manhattan School of Music, where he also 
held the position of Professor of Italian Recits during the winter season of 2024.

AJ Sargent, Assistant Costume Designer
AJ Sargent (they/them) has been making theatre and surrounded by music all their 
life and has recently made the move to New York from the West Coast. Previous 
costume and wardrobe work includes Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night at Willamette 
University and the College Light Opera Company’s 53rd season, working on their 
traditional nine musicals in twelve weeks throughout and as Head of Wardrobe 
for: Pirates of Penzance, The Wizard of Oz, and The Danger Year. They are excited and 
grateful for this opportunity to work with Manhattan School of Music.
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Matt Lazarus, Assistant Lighting Designer
Matt Lazarus (he/they) is a designer based in New York City. His work has been 
seen throughout New York City and regionally. He’s especially proud of Heaux 
Church (Ars Nova), I’m Gonna Marry You Tobey Maguire (Watermark Productions, 
the cell), Tracks (59e59), and SCOUTS (The Players Theater). He is a founding 
member of Glad You’re Not Dead; a jingle production house whose only client is 
a now defunct Floridian burger restaurant. See more at MattLazarusDesign.com 

or @LazMattarus

Brian R. Donoghue, Assistant Stage Manager
Brian R. Donoghue is a New York-based stage manager. Off-Broadway: White 
Girl in Danger. Selected Stage Management: Urinetown, Into the Woods, The 
Pajama Game, Footloose, Nine, Forget Me Not, A Taste of Shakespeare, Sister Act, and 
Grounded. Design and Wardrobe: Into the Woods, Singin’ in the Rain, Xanadu, Elf 
the Musical, Antigone, and Talking With. Education: Adelphi University. For more 
information: www.briandonoghue.com
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L’ELISIR D’AMORE PERSONNEL

Production Staff
Mariel Sanchez, Production Manager

Joshua Groth, Associate Production Manager

Max Breslow, Technical Director

Caleb Bearden, Assistant Technical Director

Junior Diaz, Production Supervisor

Patrick St. John, Production Coordinator

Pam Pangaro, Lighting Supervisor

Lee Lord, Costume and Wardrobe Supervisor

Chloe Levy, Assistant Costume and Wardrobe Supervisor

Aubrey Hess, Wardrobe Supervisor

KK Hawkins and Margarita Herrera, Dressers

Jino Dority, Dianela Gil, Aubrey Hess, John Polles, and Jack Wallace, 
Stitchers

Paul Birtwistle, Baker Overstreet, and Jessie Tidball, Props Assistants

Phil Manzi, Assistant Production Electrician

Linnie Hampton, Lighting Programmer

Lois “Rook” Shaw, Board Operator

Lani Boschulte and Amanda Langhaus, Followspot Operators

Tyler Neidermayer and Dan Rorke, Distance Learning and Recording Arts 
Representatives

Ying-Ying Zhang, Deck Sound

Patrick Blair and Gunnar Rorholm, Run Crew

Steven Jude Tietjen, Supertitles Operator
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OPERA AT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Manhattan School of Music opera productions have been praised as a significant 
contribution to operatic life in New York City, and numerous performances have 
been released as commercial recordings. Opera is a significant feature of the vocal 
performance experience at MSM. All voice students participate in ensembles, and 
opera experience is available through a rich variety of opera related programs  
and courses. 

Graduate students develop their artistry under the guidance of eminent artist 
teachers, while gaining exposure before New York City audiences through the 
many performance opportunities MSM offers. Productions each year include two 
full operas with orchestra on the Neidorff-Karpati stage; a new fall opera scenes 
series; a new fall chamber opera-level production; a fall Opera Workshop to hone 
audition and professional skills; a new spring Opera in Concert collaboration 
with the MSM Symphony Orchestra; a workshop of a new work or a workshop 
performance of a one-act opera; and a Musical Theatre Lab. 

Juniors and seniors participate in a fall opera scenes program that explores a 
wide variety of styles and languages while developing important artistic and 
collaborative skills. In the spring, they audition to appear in a fully staged 
production with chamber orchestra, or in a one-act opera or cabaret-style 
performance with piano.

Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts 
Kristen Kemp, Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts 
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UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS
D E C  4  &  5   |   T H U R S  &  F R I
MSM OPERA THEATRE

Undergraduate Opera Scenes
A. Scott Parry, Director
7:30 PM	 Ades Performance Space
Free, tickets required

F E B  2 5  &  2 6  |  W E D  &  T H U R S
MSM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND MSM OPERA THEATRE

PRESENT

Opera in Concert
BARBER	 SYMPHONY NO. 1 IN ONE MOVEMENT, OP. 9 
JOAQUÍN RODRIGO	 CUATRO MADRIGALES AMATORIOS 
BIZET		 SELECTIONS FROM CARMEN

Vinay Parameswaran, Conductor 
Samantha Sosa (MM ’25), Soprano 
7:30 PM	 Neidorff-Karpati Hall

Free, tickets required

A P R  1 4   |   T U E S
MSM OPERA THEATRE

New American Songbook Cabaret
Shane Schag (PS ’02), Music Director
Timothy McDevitt (’06), Director
7:30 PM	 Miller Recital Hall

A P R I L  16 –1 9  |  T H U R S – S U N
MSM OPERA THEATRE

Dark Sisters
MUSIC BY NICO MUHLY
LIBRETTO BY STEPHEN K AR AM

Rakefet Hak (MM ’97), Conductor
Janine Morita Colletti, Director
April 16–18 | THURS–SAT | 7:30
April 19 | SUN | 2 PM
Ades Performance Space
$15 adults, $10 non-MSM students and seniors

MSM Opera Theatre is made possible in part by the Joseph F. McCrindle Endowment for Opera 
Productions.

For more information, visit MSMNYC.EDU/PERFORMANCE
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MSM VOCAL ARTS FACULTY AND STAFF
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts

Voice Faculty 
Edith Bers
Harolyn Blackwell
Mary Dunleavy
Ruth Golden
Cynthia Hoff mann
Jack LiVigni
Catherine Malfi tano
Marlena Malas*
James Morris
Christòpheren Nomura

Mark Oswald†

Sidney Outlaw
Joan Patenaude-Yarnell
Maitland Peters†

Dimitri Pittas
Susan Quittmeyer
Neil Rosenshein†

Mark Schnaible
Cyndia Sieden

OPERA THEATRE
Kristen Kemp, Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts

Opera Theatre Vocal 
Coaching Staff 

Manuel Arellano
Travis Bloom
Jeremy Chan
Joel Harder
Chun-Wei Kang
Kristen Kemp
Jackson McKinnon
Djordje Nesic
LeAnn Overton
Jinhee Park
Eric Sedgwick
Shane Schag

Graduate Opera 
Workshop Class  

Gordon Ostrowski  

2025–26 Conductors 
and Music Directors 

Rakefet Hak
George Manahan
Jackson McKinnon
Djordje Nesic
Vinay Parameswaran
Michael Sakir
Shane Schag

Diction  
Donna Gill
Derrick Goff 
Kathryn LaBouff 
Katherine Lerner Lee
Glenn Morton
Nils Neubert

Vocal Literature and 
Chamber Music 

Raymond Beegle†

Joanne Chang
Miriam Charney
Kenneth Merrill
Thomas Muraco*
Djordje Nesic
Nils Neubert
Mark Pakman
Jinhee Park

Graduate Performance 
Techniques 

Miriam Charney  
Mignon Dunn†  
Cynthia Hoff mann  
Catherine Malfi tano
A. Scott Parry 

Undergraduate First- 
and Second-Year 
Performance Class

Mary Dunleavy
Christopher Herbert
Timothy McDevitt 

Acting, Movement, 
and Vocal Wellness

C. Alexander
Mamie Duncan-Gibbs
Yehuda Hyman
A. Scott Parry
Tami Petty
Felicity Stiverson

MSM Chorale and 
Chamber Choir 

Deborah Simpkin King
Daniel Navarette-Estassi

† Faculty Emeritus/a       *Deceased   

Collaborative Piano 
Faculty

John Forconi, Chair
Myra Huang  
Thomas Lausmann  
Kenneth Merrill  
Heasook Rhee
Bryan Wagorn 

2025–26 Stage 
Directors  

Katherine M. Carter
Janine Morita Colletti
Rebecca Jo Loeb
Timothy McDevitt
A. Scott Parry
John de los Santos
Felicity Stiverson
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MSM PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTION OPERATIONS
Madeline Lucas Tolliver, Dean of Performance and Production Operations 

Performance Operations
Edward Gavitt, Assistant Dean

for Artistic Operations
Jacob Poulos, Performance and Production

Operations Assistant Director 

Matthew Ward, Co-Chair and Co-Artistic
Advisor of Contemporary Performance
and Manager of Percussion

Performance Library
Dr. Manly Romero, Performance Librarian
Clara Cho, Assistant Manager and

Precollege Librarian
Serena Hsu, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
Jihyun Baik, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
Jianing Song, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant

Piano Technical Services
Richard Short, Associate Director
Victor Madorsky, Performance Tuner/Technician
Hide Onishi, Chief Concert Technician

Scheduling and Patron Services
Ramon Tenefrancia, Associate Director for Scheduling and Patron Services
Veronica Mak, Patron Services and Artistic Staff  Coordinator
Clayton Matthews, Scheduling and Recitals Associate
Gileann Tan, Scheduling and Rentals Associate

The Orto Center for Distance Learning and Recording Arts
Chris Shade, Assistant Dean for The Orto Center
David Marsh, Assistant Director 

for The Orto Center
Pat Cupo, Instructional Designer & Interim 

Director of Online Programs
for Distance Learning and Recording Arts

Ryan Yacos, Operations Manager 
for The Orto Center

Mohit Diskalkar, Network Systems Engineer
Dan Rorke, Chief Recording Engineer
Kevin Bourassa, Recording Engineer
Tyler Neidermayer, Recording Engineer
Bryant Blackburn, Recording Engineer

Theatrical and Concert Production
Christina Teichroew, Assistant Dean 

for Theatrical Production
Matthew J. Stewart, Assistant Dean 

for Concert Production
Kathryn Miller, Associate Director

of Theatrical Operations
Stefano Brancato, Associate Director

of Theatrical Design
Chanel Byas, Production Manager
Mariel Sanchez, Production Manager
Josi Petersen Brown, Theatrical

Production Ensembles Manager
Michèle Carter-Cram, Theatrical Productions

Administrative Assistant
Hunter Lorelli, Large Ensembles Manager
Logan Reid, Performance and 

Production Operations Associate
Raiah Rofsky, Instrumental Ensembles Associate

Charlotte Shi, Scenic Coordinator
Lee Lord, Costume and Wardrobe Supervisor
Joshua Larrinaga-Yocom, Props Supervisor
Andres Diaz Jr., Production Supervisor
Tyler Donahue, Assistant Production Supervisor
Pamela Pangaro, Lighting Supervisor
Dash Lea, Production Coordinator
Eric Miller, Production Coordinator
Patrick St. John, Production Coordinator
David Philyaw, Lead Technician
Joshua Groth, Associate Production Manager
Keaton Viavattine, Associate Production Manager
Baker Overstreet, Prop Assistant
Paul Birtwistle, Prop Assistant
Jessie Tidball, Prop Artisan
Chloe Levy, Assistant Costume 

and Wardrobe Supervisor
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CAMPUS STORE

REGUL AR  H OURS
MON−SAT*
9:30 AM−4:30 PM
*when Precollege is in session

SH O P  O NL INE
STORE.MSMNYC.EDU

LO CATIO N
Student Union  
(on the main floor,
above the cafeteria)

The Manhattan School of Music Campus Store o�ers musical 
supplies and a wide variety of MSM gifts and apparel for all ages.
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC DONORS
Gifts received in FY 2025 (July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025)

Manhattan School of Music is deeply grateful to the community of generous donors who support our commitment to 
excellence in education, performance, and creative activity and to the cultural enrichment of the larger community. 
For more information about giving opportunities, please contact Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy, at 
917-493-4115 or smadden@msmnyc.edu.

$1 Million and above
Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) 

$500,000 to $999,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Stanford N. Sesser Trust

$200,000 to $499,999
Brody Family Fund
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Han Jo and Busra Kim
David G. Knott and Françoise 

Girard / McKinsey & Company
Estate of Charlotte Mayerson

$100,000 to $249,999
Ilse Gordon
Estate of Warren Laff redo
Estate of Margaret Park Mautner
The Solomon Gadles Mikowsky 

Charitable Foundation
Anthony Napoli
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$50,000 to $99,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Estate of Elizabeth G. Beinecke
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeff rey Heller
Dominique Laff ont
Peter Luerssen / Maecenata Foundation
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
The Rubin-Ladd Foundation
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
An Anonymous Donor
Augustine Foundation 
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Dr. Andre H Clavel Charitable Foundation
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
The Enoch Foundation 
Clark R. Green Charitable Foundation
Carol B. Grossman 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton 
Jephson Educational Trusts 
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23) 
New York State Council on the Arts
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
The Rochlis Family Foundation
The Fan Fox and 

Leslie R. Samuels Foundation 
Estate of Harold Schonberg
Mónica and Angel Sosa
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

Paul Tse (MM ’75) and 
Hye-Young Choi (PD ’76)

Shalini P. Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)
Nanar and Tony Yoseloff 

$10,000 to $24,999
Two Anonymous Donors
Joyce Aboussie
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation 
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and Danielle 

Wiener-Bronner / Google
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Charitybuzz
Ernest Chung & Mary Lee
Aris Economides and Heike Doerr
Chloe Flower (P ’00)
Estate of Kenneth R. Force
Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72)
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Jane A. Gross 
Sylvia Hemingway
J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of New York
The Jin Hua Foundation
Max Kade Foundation
Ruth M. Knight Foundation 
Gina C. Malin and Reilly Tierney
MSM Korean Alumni Association
The Walter W. Naumburg Foundation
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ’23)
Carl and Aviva Saphier
Chiona Xanthopoulou Schwarz 
Mari and Kenneth Share
Elena Voltolina and Maurizio D. Bianco
Kurt Weill Foundation for Music
Angela Rose White
Michelle Deal Winfi eld and 

Claude L. Winfi eld

$5,000 to $9,999
The ASCAP Foundation 
Ed Annunziato
The Hilaria and Alec 

Baldwin Foundation
Rohyt Belani and Vidula Pant
Bond Schoeneck & King
Veronica Bulgari
Chartwells Dining Services 
Estate of Morton B. Cohen
Complete Mechanical Solutions
Jennifer and Matthew Crossland
Catherine and Michael Diefenbach
EALgreen
Daniel Epstein†

Eric Gronningsater
Howard Herring (MM ’78, HonDMA ’15)
J & J Flooring
Christopher Yoo Suk Kim 

(BM ’90, MM ’92)
Patinka Kopec† and Jay Selman 
Joan B. Levine, DDS
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation 
The Arthur L. Loeb Foundation 
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Pedro and Maria McDougal
Jason Mraz Foundation
Huiying Mu and Li Zhang
Barbara (P ’89) and Dermot O’Reilly
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan Rahm 
Lucie Robert† and Jeff rey Cohen†

Arthur T. and Beverly Shorin
Michael Stewart
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
The Vigeland Family
Nils Vigeland
The Wonderful Foundation
The Lucille and Jack Yellen Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999 
An Anonymous Donor
Advanced Home Audio
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu
Elizabeth A. Browne
Steven Dawson
Susan Elizabeth Deaver (BM ’75, 

MM ’76, DMA ’94)†

Shirley Brumbaugh Dillard (MM ’77)
Leon Lee Dorsey (MM ’86)
Eagan Family Foundation
Emerson Rogers
Evco Mechanical Corporation
Alexander Farivar and Kimberly Riehle
Janet F. Frank (’65)
General Plumbing Corporation
Hans Gesell 
Joyce Griggs†

Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
Peter L. Horvath (BM ’64, MM ’65) 
IDB Bank
Nikhil Iyengar and Dr. Meera Mani
Cecile Reyes-Jim (MM ’74)

and Guan-Kooi Jim
Michael A. Kaplan (’91)
Chloe Kiff er (MM ’14, PS ’15)†

and Alexandre Moutouzkine 
(MM ’03, PS ’05, AD ’06)†

Zuoliang Liu (MM ’14, PS ’15, DMA ’22)
Lubrano Ciavarra Architects
Peter and Ayumi Manda
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
Judy and Ed Newman
Offi  ce of the Manhattan 

Borough President
James J. Petercsak (BM 

’66, MM ’68) 

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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Bennett Pologe
The Presser Foundation 
Barbara L. Reissman
Mary S. Riebold 
RIK Electric Corporation 
Patrick and Marti Ritto
Irene Schultz
The Thomas P. and 

Cynthia D. Sculco Foundation
Howard Sendrovitz and David Sinclair
Adrienne and Gianluigi Vittadini
The Widder Foundation
Victoria Fasani Williams (BM ’70, MM ’71)

$1,000 to $2,499
Five Anonymous Donors
Pamela Averick
Gabrielle Bamberger 
Michael A. Bamberger 
Eric M. Katz and Susan Barbash
Mary Baroutakis
Henrico Bautista
John Lee Beatty
Karen Bedrosian-Richardson
Wayne Bellet / Bellet Construction 
Ginger and John Bessonette
Bright Power
Virginia Brody
Noreen Buckfi re
Lawrence and Barbara Cagney
Ryan Cain
Laurie Carney†

Xilun Chen
Claremont Hall
Misty Copeland Foundation
The Cowles Charitable Trust
Toby and Les Crystal
D’Addario & Co
Michael R. and Nina I. Douglas
Dianne Flagello 

(BM’ 52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99) 
Donis G. Flagello
Judith Friedman
Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner
Naomi L. Gerber and Leonard B. Seeff 
Karen and Phil Glick
Michael and Deborah Goldberg
Marsha Gordon and Javier Garcia
Ann Gottlieb
Tom and Bobbie Gottschalk
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Joanne Greenspun 
Jerald and Madelon Grobman
Jocelyn and James R. Gross
Valborg (MM ’71) and 

Robert (BM ’72) Gross
Laura A. Hamilton (BM ’81, MM ’82, 

DMA ’84) and Lanny Paykin
Debra and Steven Hanks / Amgen
Hansoree 
Daniel and Julia Hirschberg
Jack (BM ’63) and Helga Katz
Millen Katz (BM ’74, MM ’75) 

and Patricia Anders 
Dan and Gloria Kearney
Michael Keller (BM ’71)
Michael J. Kokola 
Jose Landauro
Christiana M. Leonard

George Long
Alan Lurie
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation 
Thomas Maguire (BM ’66)
Michael M. McClellan (MM ’81)
Linda McKnight 
Amy and Philip Mezey
Leslie Middlebrook Moore (MM ’78)
Michelle and John Morris
Jeff rey and Hanna Moskin
Inmo and Michael Parloff †

Joanne Polk (DMA ’90)† and 
Jeff rey Langford†

Jonathan Raskin
Robert and Regina J. Rheinstein (MM ’79)
The Rodgers & Hammerstein Foundation
Amy S. Rosen (MM ’76) and 

Arthur Weisberg 
Mary and Morris Rossabi
Asli Rustemli and Hakan 

Altintepe / IBM
Peter Santogade (BM ’82)
Claire and John Sarno
Anthony Scelba (BM ’70, MM ’71) 
Catherine Sharkey and Ina Bort
Gaurav and Sawako Shukla
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)† 
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Ted Smith 
Annaliese Soros 
Richard W. Southwick
William M. Stein, Jr.
Richard Stewart
John Sweeney (BM ’78, MM ’85)*
Telebeam Telephone Systems
Robin and Tom Trynin
Mallory and Diana Walker
John Walton (’79)
Ronald G. Weiner
Daniel E. Weiss 
Martine and Ronan Wicks
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84) 
David J. Wolfsohn (DMA ’84)

$500 to $999
Three Anonymous Donors
Louis E. Alexander (MM ’79)
Approved Oil of Brooklyn
The Bagby Foundation for the 

Musical Arts 
Rosalinda and Norland Berk
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, 

DMA ’98) 
Michael E. Bitz (P ’90)
Cynthia Boxrud (BM ’78) and Scott Powell
George Braverman
Angela M. Brown (MM ’81)
Carol Ingall and Stephan Brumberg
Amane and Stephan Brun
Robert Canning
Bonnie and David Cantor
Fang-Ru and Shih-Fu Chang
Ted Chapin (HonDMA ’24)
Linda Chesis†

Katherine Deans and William Conger
Walid M. Dardir (’92)
Allan J. Dean (BM ’59)
Mary Dearborn

Harold Dubroff 
Gale Epstein
Michael Fordney
Marc and Ronnie Fox
Barry Goldberg
Ruth Golden†

Jennifer Green (BM ’87, MM ’89) 
and Mitchell Kahan

Hong Guo and Jing He
Kathleen B. Haskins
Cynthia Hoff mann†

Elizabeth Hutchins
Maureen D. Hynes (BM ’74, MM ’75)†

Herve M. Jacquet
Jacqueline M. Johnson (BM ’15)
Chang K. Lee
Ira M. Lieberman (’56)
Susan Madden†

Maria Magliaro Politano (MM ’78)
Nicholas Mann†

Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Elizabeth McCabe
Mary Beth and James P. McCarthy 

(BM ’63, MM ’64) 
Ann M. McKinney (MM ’81)
Kathleen McNenny
Barbara Babcock Millhouse
Frank Montaturo
Nathan Mortimer†

Margaret and John Muller
Marjorie Neuwirth 
Mimi and Jeff  Norman
Susan Quittmeyer (MM ’78)† 

and James Morris†

Heasook Rhee†

Kristin and Julian Salgado
Eve M. Schooler
Sentinel Technologies
Inesa Sinkevych (PS ’06, DMA ’10)†

Robert and Victoria Sirota
Tamara and Michael Sload
Ying Huang and Qianli Song
James Stalzer (BM ’78, MM ’79) 
Jane Startz and Peter Barton
David J. Tancredi (MM ’76)
Catherine Traykovski
Bing Wang (MM ’91, HonDMA ’23)

$250 to $499
Four Anonymous Donors
Actors’ Equity Foundation
Roslyn Allison & Bert Lewen
Cathy and Robert Altholz
Philip Ardell
Karen Faust Baer and Paul Baer 
Peter Basquin (MM ’67)
Viktor and Tammy Berberi
Martha Todd Blaine (BM ’68)
Etty Bousso
Madge Briggs
Richard B. Carr (MM ’75)
Dalmo (’58, ’61) and Elizabeth Carra
Olivia Casriel Foundation
Vincent Celenza
Annette Coco (BM ’73, MM ’74) 
Cosmos Communications
Gary Stephens and Swati Desai
Michael Devine (MM ’80)
Michael and Marjorie Engber 

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society

Frederic Engelbrecht
Daniel D. Farrey
Laura J. Greenwald (DMA ’98) 
Adam Hockman
Judith and Leonard Hyman
Anthony Iannaccone (BM ’66, MM ’68)
Jacqueline Venable Jordan (BM ’81)
Sharon R. Kahn
Stanley King
Judith Klotz
Stephen J. Kornstein
Ellen Lapson
Gary Trout and Kenneth Latsch
Andrew Lipsky

Catherine Malfi tano (BM ’71)†

Stephen and Linda Mantone
Karen McAuley and Jim Klausen
The Rev. Andy McQuery 

(BM ’98, MM ’00)
Judith Moore 
Ellen Freilich and Mark Pakman
Anek Pooviriyakul and Evelyn C. Uy
Richard Presser†

Dmitry Rachmanov
Lisa Raskin Sofi eld
Reliable Offi  ce Solutions
Jarvis and Mary Jo Ryals
Mikhail Seleznev

William Spitzig
Anne Teshima
Nickolas and Liliana Themelis
Julia C. Tobey (’67)
Mimi Tompkins†

Dorothy Toung
Rebecca C. Tracy
Katharina Volk 
Stephen L. Wailes
Caroline and Rodney Hine

We also gratefully recognize the 
408 donors of gifts under $250.

The Applause Society recognizes the steadfast and loyal support of foundations and individuals who have made gifts 
to the School each and every year for 10 years or more. 

We have made every eff ort to list MSM donors accurately. If your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an 
inaccuracy, please contact Jake Levyns in the Philanthropy Offi  ce at 917-493-4490, or at jlevyns@msmnyc.edu.

THE SECOND CENTURY CAMPAIGN
Gifts received since July 1, 2018

Donors who have made endowment gifts to the School’s Second Century Campaign are helping to ensure a bright 
future for an extraordinary institution, one that has marshaled the talents and shaped the lives of accomplished and 
passionate musicians across the globe for more than a century.

$3,000,000
Cate Ryan Estate

$2,000,000
Michael Neidorff  (HonDMA ’17)* and
Noémi Neidorff  

(BM ’70, MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)

$1,000,000 to $1,999,999
Gart Family Foundation
Philip Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85) Estate
Carol Lieberman
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

$750,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Maurice Eisenstadt Estate

$500,000 to $749,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Christianne Orto Estate

$250,000 to $499,999
Lorraine Gallard
Eric Gronningsater
Jane A. Gross
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Catherine Prince Trust
Robert Sharon (’79)

$200,000 to $249,000
Brody Family Fund
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Carol B. Grossman
Han Jo and Busra Kim
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Charlotte Mayerson Estate

Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Twiford Foundation

$100,000 to $199,999
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable Foundation
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
Ilse Gordon
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Donald Hamilton
Warren Laff redo Estate
Linda and Tobia Mercuro*
Anthony Napoli
PwC Charitable Foundation
Susan Rochlis
Paul and Joanne Schnell
Steven P. Singer and Alan Salzman
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation
The Widder Foundation

$75,000 to $99,999
Gabrielle Bamberger
The Chisholm Foundation
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation
Claude and Michelle D. Winfi eld

$50,000 to $74,999
Allen H. and Selma W. Berkman 

Charitable Trust
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan Rahm
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Anna Bulgari Estate
Shirley Katz Cohen Estate
Chloe Flower (P ’00)
Dominique Laff ont

So-Chung Shinn Lee 
(MM ’19, PS ’21, PPD ’24)

The Frederick Loewe Foundation
Susan Madden†

Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

$25,000 to $49,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)*
Nancy Heller
Marquis George MacDonald Foundation
The Clement Meadmore Foundation
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation
The Rochlis Family Foundation
The Rohatyn Group
Horace Silver Foundation / Jemela Mwelu
Theodore E. Somerville (’78)
Harold and Ruth Stern Estate
Nils Vigeland

$10,000 to $24,999
Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation
Alex Assoian Music Project
Michael Bamberger
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and 

Danielle Wiener-Bronner
Irene Schultz

Up to $9,999
John K. Blanchard (MM ’89)†

George S. Braverman
Xilun Chen
Jeff rey Cohen† and Lucie Robert†

Dan Epstein†

Dianne Flagello 
(BM ’52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99)

Donis G. Flagello
Adolphus Hailstork 

(BM ’63, MM ’65, HonDMA ’19)
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THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT / 
NEIDORFF-KARPATI HALL RENOVATION 
The Centennial Project was an ambitious program of improvements to the School’s architecturally distinguished 
campus coinciding with MSM’s 100th anniversary. The centerpiece of the Project was the renovation of Neidorff-
Karpati Hall, which has been transformed into a state-of-the-art venue to showcase our talented students. The 
Project also included a dramatic and welcoming new campus entrance on Claremont Avenue, new practice rooms, 
and an expansion of the main entryway and lobby.

Anchor Gift
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and   

Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70,  
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) / Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$2 million and above
City of New York

$250,000 to $499,999
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton  
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard 
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation 
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Melody Sawyer Richardson 
Sceneworks Studios 

$150,000 to $249,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 

and Marco Pecori 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)

$100,000 to $149,000
Ed Annunziato 
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Linda and Toby Mercuro* 
Michelle Ong/First Initiative 

Foundation Limited 

$50,000 to $99,999 
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio 
Jane A. Gross 
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Maria E. Salgar 
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz 
Mónica and Angel Sosa 
Maria and Guillermo F. Vogel 

$25,000 to $49,999 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis 
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)* 
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09) 
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeff rey Heller 
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
McKinsey & Company 

Margot and Adolfo* Patron 
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13) 

and Cindy McTee 
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$10,000 to $24,999 
Joyce Aboussie 
Joan (HonDMA ’14) and Alan 

Ades-Taub Family Foundation 
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Chartwells 
Sharon E. Daley-Johnson 

(BM ’88, MM ’89) 
Evco Mechanical Corporation 
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS 

(ret.) (BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 
Ruth Golden† 
Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Warren Jones 
Henry A. Kissinger and   

Nancy M. Kissinger (’54) 
Orin O’Brien† 
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Carl and Aviva Saphier 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff

FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Founder’s Society honors the extraordinary generosity of the following individuals and institutions whose 
cumulative giving to Manhattan School of Music exceeded $250,000 (as of June 30, 2025). These exceptional 
donors enable MSM to provide world-class conservatory training to immensely talented students. We are deeply 
grateful for their special dedication to the School’s mission and culture of artistic excellence and musicianship.

$10 million and above
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and 

Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)/Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$5 million to $10 million
G. Chris Andersen and

SungEun Han-Andersen

$1 to $5 million
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14) and 

Alan M. Ades (HonDMA ’10)*
The ASCAP Foundation
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
The ELMA Philanthropies
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
Gart Family Foundation
Gordon K. Greenfi eld*
Gordon and Harriet

Greenfi eld Foundation

Estate of Jacqueline Kacere
Estate of Phillip Kawin
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Estate of Dora Zaslavsky Koch
Carol Lieberman
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal

(HonDMA ’23)
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata Foundation
Alfred* and Claude Mann
Joseph F. McCrindle Foundation

and Estate of Joseph F. McCrindle
Estate of Homer Mensch
Miller Family Foundation
William R. Miller*
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Octavian Society
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Susan and David Rahm (HonDMA ’07)
Estate of Cathleen A. Ryan
Harold and Helene Schonberg Trust
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 

Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Helen F. Whitaker Fund

$500,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Altman Foundation
Rose L. Augustine* and

Augustine Foundation
Nancy Terner Behrman*/

Fund for Individual Potential
Elizabeth G. Beinecke*
Mary Owen Borden Foundation
Estate of Ruth Chatfi eld
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Michael W. Greene*
Eric Gronningsater
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton
Jewish Foundation for

Education of Women

Michael Keeney
Alan Lurie
Mike and Lynn McClellan

Jane Olian and Donna Gill, for Classical 
Singing and New York in June

Oliff  and Waxenbaum Families

Jonathan Raskin
John K. Smith
Steinway & Sons
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Anonymous Donors (2)
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61)
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
John B. Albright*
Louis E. Alexander (MM ’79)
Frank Bamberger
Gabrielle Bamberger
Alan (’66, ’87) and Barbara Barry
Renée Bash
Peter Basquin (MM ’67)
Hans G. Bauer*
Elizabeth Beinecke*
Thomas Hughes Bell*
Yvette Benjamin
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Blanche Heisler-Blitstein (MM ’52)
Louis M. Bonifati (BM ’74, MM ’85)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Larry Campbell (’69)
Matilda Cascio*
Ruth Chatfi eld*
Annette Coco (BM ’73, MM ’74)
James B. Coker (MM ’96)
Barbara Fay Cox (BM ’58, MM ’60)*
Alex Davis*
Michael Devine and George L. Evans
Mario di Lonardo
Maurice Eisenstadt*
J. S. Ellenberger*
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
Jonathan Fey*
Dianne (BM’ 52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99) 

and Nicolas* Flagello
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.) 

(BM ’64, MM’65)*
Janet F. Frank (’65)
Rabbi Mordecai Genn

Hans Gesell
Nathan Gilbert (BM ’53)*
Lillian Giskin (’38)*
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
John M. Gotwalt*
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marian Greathouse (BM ’77)
Valborg (MM ’71) 

and Robert (BM ’72) Gross
Holly Hall
Heather A. Hamilton (MM ’93, MM ’95)
Laura A. Hamilton 

(BM ’81, MM ’82, DMA ’84)
Carolyn Zepf Hagner (MM ’69)
Grace Hoff man*
Shirley Katz-Cohen*
Phillip N. Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85)*
Diane Kettering (BM ’78)
Alan M. (BM ’58, MM ’59)* and Karen 

Schiebler Knieter (MM ’68)
Doris Konig
Warren Laff redo (’59)*
Eva Lang (MM ’54)*
Gail R. Levine, Ph.D
Robert Ira Lewy*
Carol Lieberman
Susan Madden†

Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Ursula Mamlok*
Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Shigeru Matsuno
Margaret Park Mautner*
Charlotte Mayerson*
Claire Meyer
Solomon Mikowsky†*
Warren R. Mikulka
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)

Barbara (P ’89) and Dermot O’Reilly
Christianne Orto*
Walter P. Pettipas*
Anthony Posk (BM ’64)
John A. and Catherine Prince*
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
Barbara L. Reissman
Robert and Regina J. 

Rheinstein (MM ’79)
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Mary S. Riebold
Susan Rochlis
Evelyn Ronell
Ted (BM ’81, MM ’83) and 

Lesley Rosenthal
Penelope Russianoff *
Cathleen A. Ryan*
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Gerald J. Sebesky (BM ’62, MM ’63)
Stanford N. Sesser*
Alex Shapiro (’83)
Robert Sharon (’79)
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)†

Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Allen Lee Smith (BM ’77)
Theodore E. Somerville, Esq. (’78)
Amy R. Sperling
Carleton B. Spotts (BM ’53, MM ’59)*
Jonathan Sternberg*
Sondra Tammam (BM ’73)
Hetty Te Korte (BM ’59, MM ’60)*
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines
Nils Vigeland
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84)
Dr. Theo George Wilson
Claude Worrell (MM ’59)*

GALAXY SOCIETY
Members of the Galaxy Society ensure the future of Manhattan School of Music through inclusion of the School in 
their long-range financial and estate plans. We are grateful for their vision and generosity, which helps ensure that 
MSM continues to thrive into the next century and enables aspiring young artists to reach for the stars.

Estate of Kellogg Johnson
Estate of Marga King
Ruth M. Knight Foundation
Estate of Edith Kriss
A. L. and Jennie L. Luria Foundation
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Estate of Viola B. Marcus
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Linda Bell Mercuro* and

Toby Mercuro*
Solomon Mikowsky*
Ambrose Monell Foundation
Estate of Christianne Orto
Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation
Sceneworks Studio
Stanford N. Sessor*
Twiford Foundation

$250,000 to $499,999
An Anonymous Donor
Annie Laurie Aitken Charitable Trust
Estate of C. J. Stuart Allan
Amato Opera Theater
Ed Annunziato

Arts and Letters Foundation
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation
Michael R. Bloomberg
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Edgar Foster Daniels*
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Ervika Foundation
Cecilia and John Farrell
Estate of Ellen G. Fezer
First Initiative Foundation/Michelle Ong
Yveta S. Graff  *
Jane A. Gross
Carol B. Grossman
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeff rey Heller
Estate of Rea F. Hooker
Jephson Educational Trusts
Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation

Anna-Maria and Stephen 
Kellen Foundation

Han Jo and Busra Kim
Estate of Anna Case Mackay
National Endowment for the Arts
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54)
New York State Higher Education 

Capital Matching Grant Board
Henry Nias Foundation
Catherine Prince Trust
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Jody and Peter Robbins
The Rochlis Family Foundation
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Robert B. Sharon (’79)
Evelyn Sharp Foundation
The Starr Foundation
Surdna Foundation
Patrick N. W. Turner
Estate of Rosalie J. Coe Weir
Gabe Wiener Foundation
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
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ANNUAL NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Anselmo Academy of Music 

and the Arts Piano Scholarship
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation Scholarship
The ASCAP / Fran Morgenstern 

Davis Scholarship
Augustine Foundation Scholarship
Theodore H. Barth Foundation 

Scholarship
Bettina Baruch Foundation 

Scholarship
Elizabeth Beinecke Scholarship
Thomas Hughes Bell 

Piano Scholarship
Frank & Lydia Bergen 

Foundation Scholarship
Elizabeth Brody Opera Scholarship
EALgreen Scholarship

Lillian F. Gardner Annual 
Scholarship in Classical Violin

International Advisory 
Board Scholarship

J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce and
Industry of New York Scholarship

Jephson Educational 
Trust Scholarship

Maecenata Foundation Scholarship
Hugh Masekela Heritage Scholarship
Walter W. Naumburg 

Foundation Scholarship
Arthur and Mae Orvis Annual 

Opera Scholarship
Jim Petercsak Annual Scholarship
Presser Undergraduate Scholar
David Rose Scholarship for Composing
Harold and Helene Schonberg 

Pianist Scholarship

Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Music Scholarship
Bernie Williams Scholarship
The Lucille and Jack Yellen 

Classical Music Scholarship

Precollege
Susan E. Deaver Precollege 

Woodwinds Scholarship
Janice B. and Milford D. Gerton 

Precollege Scholarship
Hansoree Scholarship
Chloé Kiff er Precollege Scholarship
Josephine Luby Precollege 

Scholarship
Maureen MacDougall 

Precollege Scholarship
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship

ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Alan M. and Joan Taub 

Ades Scholarship
Licia Albanese Scholarship
Augustine Guitar Scholarship
Herbert R. and Evelyn 

Axelrod Scholarship
Frances Hall Ballard Scholarship
Artur Balsam Scholarship
Hans & Klara Bauer 

Scholarship for Cello
Jordan Berk Scholarship
Selma W. Berkman Memorial 

Scholarship
Vera Blacker Scholarship in Piano
Luisa Buchanan Graduate 

Piano Scholarship
Carmine Caruso Scholarship
Bossi-Comelli Scholarship
Edgar Foster Daniels 

Scholarship in Voice
Scott Dunn and Robbie Moray 

Scholarship in Collaborative Piano
Baisley Powell Elebash Scholarship
Gart Family Foundation Scholarship
Lloyd Gelassen Fellowship 

Fund Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Rita Y. and Herbert Z. 

Gold Scholarship
Ruth Golden Classical 

Voice Scholarship
William Goldstein Scholarship
John Graham and Paul 

Ochman Scholarship
Michael W. Greene Scholarship
Charles Grossman Memorial 

Scholarship
Grusin / Rosen Jazz Scholarship
Adolphus Hailstork-Mary 

Weaver Scholarship
Marcia Clay Hamilton and Donald 

Hamilton Classical Flute Scholarship
William Randolph Hearst Scholarship

Helen Fahnestock Hubbard 
Family Scholarship

Alexandra Hunt Vocal Scholarship
Deolus Husband Scholarship 

for Composition
Eugene Istomin Capital 

Campaign Scholarship
Peter Karpati Scholarship
Phillip Kawin Piano Scholarship
Peter J. Kent Scholarship
Marga and Arthur King Scholarship
Kraeuter Violin Scholarship
Edith Kriss Scholarship
Lado Scholarship
Warren Laff redo Memorial Scholarship
Ilene and Edward Lowenthal 

Scholarship
Marquis George MacDonald 

Scholarship
Robert Mann Scholarship for 

Violin and Chamber Studies
Viola B. Marcus Memorial Scholarship
Masolinar “Mackie” Marks 

Scholarship
Robert Henry Mayerson Scholarship
Joseph F. McCrindle Scholarship
Clement Meadmore 

Scholarship in Jazz
Homer and Constance 

Mensch Scholarship
Anthony Napoli Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Charles B. Nelson Jr. Scholarship 

in Classical Piano
Samuel and Mitzi Newhouse 

Scholarship
Birgit Nilsson Scholarship
Scott Edward Oakley Scholarship 

in Musical Theater
Mae Zenke Orvis Opera Scholarship
Ethel Hollander Plancher Scholarship
Paul Price Percussion Scholarship
Rahm / Berkman Scholarship
Judith Raskin Scholarship
Susan Rochlis Scholarship

Jay Rubinton Scholarship
Leon Russianoff  Memorial Scholarship
Elizabeth Byrne Sayre Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Walt Sayre Trombone Scholarship
Paul and Joanne Schnell Scholarship
Robert Sharon Scholarship 

in Collaborative Piano
Scott Shayne Sinclair Scholarship
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. 

Salzman Scholarship in Clarinet
Joseph M. Smith Scholarship
Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Violin Scholarship
Margaret Hoswell van Der Marck 

Scholarship in Opera
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano
Dona D. Vaughn Voice Scholarship
Emily M. Voorhis Scholarship
Rachmael Weinstock 

Scholarship in Violin
Dora Zaslavsky Scholarship
Avedis Zildjian Percussion Scholarship 

Precollege
An Anonymous Jazz 

Precollege Scholarship
An Anonymous Precollege Scholarship
Alex Assoian Music Project 

Precollege Scholarship
Dr. Michelle Solarz August 

Precollege Scholarship in Piano
Kate Bamberger Memorial 

Violin Scholarship
Matilda Cascio Precollege Scholarship
Cuker / Stern Precollege Scholarship
Florence Duvall Precollege 

Scholarship
Marion Feldman Cello Scholarship
Dianne Danese Flagello 

Precollege Scholarship
Chloe Flower Scholarship
Dorothy Hales Gary Scholarship
Jocelyn Gertel Precollege Scholarship
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GIVE TODAY!

Your gift supports MSM’s important work nurturing 
and developing the next generation of performing 
artists. We thank you for sharing our belief in the 

transformative power of music!

SCANME

MSMNYC.EDU/GIVING

Rosetta Goodkind Precollege 
Scholarship

Andrew Goodman Memorial 
Precollege Scholarship

Constance Keene Precollege 
Piano Scholarship

Han Jo and Busra Kim 
Accord Scholarship

Patinka Kopec Precollege 
Violin Scholarship

Mary B. Lenom Scholarship
Carol Lieberman Precollege 

Scholarship

Frederick Loewe Precollege 
Composition Scholarship

Frank and Joseph Lotrario 
Precollege Scholarship

Susan Madden Precollege 
Scholarship

Sassa Maniotis Precollege 
Scholarship

Jan Morreel Precollege Classical 
Music Scholarship

Nana’s Way Precollege 
Division Scholarship

Carl Owen Memorial Scholarship

Maitland Peters and Karen Beardsley 
Precollege Voice Scholarship

Precollege Parents Scholarship
Rita and Morris Relson Scholarship
Jonathan and Conrad Strasser 

Memorial Scholarship
Yvonne and Howard Tsao 

Precollege Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Michelle Deal and Claude L. Winfi eld 

Precollege Jazz Scholarship 



34

MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC LEADERSHIP

President’s Council

James Gandre, President
Joyce Griggs, Executive Vice President and Provost
Nathan Mortimer, Senior Vice President 

and Chief Financial Offi  cer
Jeff  Breithaupt, Vice President for Marketing, 

Communications, and Alumni Aff airs
Rebecca Charnow, Dean of Youth Education 

and Community-Career Connections
Monica C. Christensen, Dean of Students
Melissa Cocco-Fernandes, Vice President 

for Enrollment Management
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
Liza Gennaro, Dean of Musical Theatre
Nicolas Gonzalez, Assistant Vice President for 

Strategic Innovation and Special Initiatives
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts and Collaborative Piano

Bryan Greaney, Associate Vice President 
for Facilities and Campus Safety

JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies 
and Orchestral Performance

Devon Kelly, Chief of Staff  and Liaison 
to the Board of Trustees

Neeraj Kumar, Interim Chief Information Offi  cer
Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy
Carol Matos, Vice President for Administration 

and Human Relations
Ruben Mullodzhanov, Associate Vice 

President of Finance and Controller
James Saltzman, Dean of Jazz Arts
Kelly Sawatsky, Dean of Academic Aff airs
Madeline Tolliver, Dean of Performance 

and Production Operations

Board of Trustees
Lorraine Gallard, Chair
Kishore Ballal, Vice Chair
James Gandre, EdD, President
Nancy Freund Heller, Treasurer
David G. Knott, PhD, Secretary
Peter Andreacchi
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08,

HonDMA ’22)
Scott Dunn, MD (MM ’97)
Han Jo Kim, MD (P ’98)
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Gina Malin

Alexandre Moutouzkine 
(MM ’03, PS ’05, AD ’06)

Anthony Napoli
Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Bill O’Connor
Paul Schnell
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Angel Sosa
Michael Stewart, MD, MPH
Yvonne Tsao
Shalini Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)

 Trustees Emeriti
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Susan Ennis
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23)
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
David A. Rahm (HonDMA ’07), 

Chair Emeritus
Robert G. Simon

Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08, 

HonDMA ’22)
Glenn Dicterow
Peter Duchin

Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Stefon Harris (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
Bernard Labadie (HonDMA ’18)

Lang Lang (HonDMA ’12)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Melissa Wegner (MM ’05)
Pinchas Zukerman (HonDMA ’93)

Artistic Advisory Council

Department Chairs and Program Directors
Michelle Baker, Chair, Brass
David Chan, Head, Orchestral Performance Program
David Leisner, Chair, Guitar
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
John Forconi, Chair, Collaborative Piano
Christopher Lamb, Chair, Percussion
George Manahan, Director of Orchestral 

Activities and Chair, Conducting
Nicholas Mann, Chair, Strings

Ryan Kamm, Assistant Dean for Youth 
Programs and Director of Precollege

Alexandre Moutouzkine, Co-Head, Piano
Erin Rogers, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
William Short, Chair, Woodwinds
Inesa Sinkevych, Co-Head, Piano
Matt Ward, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
Lisa Yui, Interim Associate Dean of Doctoral Studies

International Advisory Board

Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20), 
Chair, Switzerland

Guillermo Vogel, Vice Chair, Mexico
Mita Aparicio, Mexico
Delin Bru, United States
Ernest W. Chung, United States
Heike Doerr, Germany/ United States
Chloe Flower (P ’00), United States/

South Korea

Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72), Canada
Raul M. Gutierrez, Mexico/Spain
Sylvia Hemingway, United States/

Hungary
Yung Shin Kwon (MM ’89), South Korea
Zuoliang Liu (MM ’14, PS ’15, DMA ’22),

China
Masaaki Maeda, Japan/United States
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ’23), China

Angel Sosa, Mexico
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70), 

Brazil/United States
Elena Voltolina, Italy/Switzerland
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz, Germany



ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its more than 1,000 superbly talented undergraduate and 
graduate students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; 
its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 8 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making 
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434 
or to make an online gift, scan this code 
or visit giving.msmnyc.edu.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.

  MSMNYC   MSM.NYC    MSMNYC  MSM.NYC

MSMNYC.EDU



MSMNYC.EDU/GALAXY-SOCIETY

The Galaxy Society

What Will Your 
Legacy Be?
Through a bequest or other planned gift, 
you can help to ensure that Manhattan 
School of Music will provide a music 
education of the highest quality to 
exceptionally talented young artists for 
generations to come while also strengthening 
the School’s long-term financial health. 

Bequests are one of the easiest ways to 
create a living legacy and to help MSM 
meet important priorities, including 
increasing our scholarship endowment 
and supporting our world-class faculty. 

For further information and to join our 
Galaxy Society, which honors those who have 
committed to making a planned gift to the 
School, pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  SSuussaann  MMaaddddeenn,,  VViiccee  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  ffoorr  PPhhiillaanntthhrrooppyy, at 917-493-4115, 
or visit: msmnyc.edu/galaxy-society. 

Help a young 
artist reach 
for the stars!


