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MSM SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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concertmaster
Madrid, Spain

Adeline Baban
McLean, Virginia

Momica Lu
Vancouver, Canada

Kayla Yagi Bacon
Chiba, Japan
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Mischa Gerbrecht
Vancouver, Canada

Owen Bloomfield
Orange, Australia
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Jieun Kim
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PROGRAM NOTES

Dances from Estancia, Op. 8a
Alberto Ginastera
Ginastera described his own creative evolution as falling into three basic 
periods: objective nationalism, subjective nationalism, and neo-expressionism. 
In his objective nationalistic compositions Ginastera presented Argentine 
folk materials directly and overtly, though he rarely quoted literally. His ballet 
Estancia represents this early period. It was commissioned in 1941 for the 
American Ballet Caravan by Lincoln Kirstein, who wanted a work based on 
Argentine country life. 1941 was a significant year for the composer—he was 
appointed professor of composition at the National Conservatory, was chosen 
chair of music at the Liceo Militar General San Martin, and married former 
fellow student Mercedes de Toro.

Estancia was dedicated to Kirstein, but the staged production had to be 
postponed because the American Ballet Caravan disbanded in 1942. Nonetheless, 
a highly successful concert performance of the suite of dances from the ballet 
was given at the Teatro Colón in Buenos Aires on May 12, 1943, which won great 
recognition for Ginastera as a nationalistic voice. Eventually, in 1952, the work 
was staged, at the same theater, with choreography by Michel Borovsky.

The story of the ballet involves a young man from the village who must prove 
himself by laboring on a large ranch (“estancia”) to win the love of a country girl. 
The Four Dances consist of three sections from the ballet’s second scene and the 
last from the fifth and final scene. The first, Los trabadores agricolas (The peasant 
farmers), is a vigorous dance with accented, syncopated, chordal patterns that 
suggest the energetic efforts of the farmers harvesting wheat.

Danza del trigo (Dance of the wheat), which actually precedes the Dance of the 
Peasant Farmers in the complete ballet, sets the tranquil morning scene of 
haystacks, windmills, and wheat in the sun just before harvest. Plaintive f lute and 
violin solos enhance the peaceful atmosphere.

The energetic rhythms return in Los peones de hacienda (The farmhands of the estate), 
in which the gauchos, along with the country girl, tame wild horses. Salient horn 
and timpani parts add to the driving quality.

Danza finale (Malambo) concludes the ballet on the morning of the next day, 
after the young couple has shared a tender romance the previous evening. The 
malambo was traditionally danced by gauchos as a test of manhood—the one 
left standing was declared the winner. In the ballet the dance begins with 
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introductory sparkle and picks up momentum with its accented, repetitive dance 
rhythms, enlivened by brass pronouncements, colorful piano glissandos (slides), 
occasional instrumental “cheers,” and full percussion section in which the 
xylophone is prominent.

—©Jane Vial Jaffe

Symphony No. 3 in C Major, Op. 52
Jean Sibelius
Sibelius’s Third Symphony went through a long and difficult gestation period, and 
its premiere was even postponed because the composer could not meet the deadline 
he had arranged. Sibelius first mentioned work on the Symphony in a letter to his 
friend Axel Carpelan dated September 21, 1904. He returned to it on and off during 
the next few years, in between moving into his new home at Järvenpää; revising his 
Violin Concerto; making trips to England, France, and Germany; and composing—
incidental music for Pelléas och Mélisande and Belshazzar’s Feast, symphonic fantasy 
Pohjola’s Daughter, songs, and piano pieces.

The composer put himself under great pressure by accepting the invitation of 
the Royal Philharmonic Society of London to conduct the new Symphony in the 
spring of 1907. He even refused several requests for compositions in late 1906 and 
early 1907 in order to finish it, but still could not get the work ready in time. On 
September 10, 1907, his publisher Lienau begged him to send the finale as the other 
two movements had already been engraved. The Symphony was finally premiered 
later that month at a concert in Helsinki on which Sibelius also conducted Pohjola’s 
Daughter and Belshazzar’s Feast. The London Philharmonic Society’s long-awaited 
premiere had to wait until the following spring and by then Sibelius had conducted 
the Third Symphony in St. Petersburg, Moscow, and Stockholm.

Critics in Finland, Sweden, Russia, and England were surprised and not greatly 
pleased by the work. They no doubt expected a lush, Romantic work along the 
lines of Sibelius’s first two symphonies or a virtuoso piece for orchestra such as 
Pohjola’s Daughter. The composer himself thought highly of the Third Symphony 
describing, it as “the most beloved and least fortunate of my children.” Sadly it 
remains one of his least performed symphonies.

The Third has been, and still is, described as Sibelius’s most Classical symphony 
owing to its approach to form and its more transparent texture—Sibelius used 
only a moderate-sized orchestra. The first movement represents the composer’s 
clearest example of sonata form, yet within it one finds the organically unified 
thematic treatment and unconventional key relationships that impart that 
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special Sibelius quality. The interplay between modal and major-minor scales 
helps to define the composer’s unique sound. Characteristic pedal points and 
folklike drones are also prevalent; here and again in the second movement one is 
reminded of Mahler’s Wayfarer and Wunderhorn songs and symphonies.

One way Sibelius achieves organic unity is by introducing a theme that has already 
been prepared by an earlier motive. The second theme in this opening movement 
is anticipated by a carefully shaped motive in the winds and horns at the end of the 
first theme group. In addition, the sixteenth-note figure appearing first in the wind 
utterances in the first theme group, gains prominence when isolated in the second 
theme melody, and becomes important in the ensuing ostinato-like passages. The 
coda is interesting for its new-sounding theme, which actually stems from the 
closing group of the exposition. The movement ends with a firm plagal (“Amen”) 
cadence that adds something ecclesiastical to the general pastoral impression.

The gentle slow movement derives much of its interest from shifting accents 
and play between duple and triple divisions of the 6/4 and 3/2 meters. Sibelius 
chose a highly remote key (G-sharp minor) to contrast with the key of the outer 
two movements (C major). Another religious association is conjured up by the 
choralelike writing for the winds at the movement’s close, which is an outgrowth 
of fragments they had played earlier in the movement. It may have been a passage 
for cellos divided into three different parts in this movement that prompted 
the young Prokofiev, who had heard the first performance in St. Petersburg, to 
write for solo cello in an orchestration exercise, thereby incurring the wrath 
of his teacher Rimsky-Korsakov. “Why do you use a solo cello here?” asked 
Rimsky. “Because at this point I do not want the effect of all the cellos playing,” 
replied Prokofiev. “Oh really! Have you ever heard solo cellos?” “Yesterday, in the 
Sibelius Symphony.” “God in heaven! Sibelius! Why listen to Sibelius? Isn’t the 
second subject of the Ruslan Overture good enough for you?”

Sibelius once characterized the third and last movement as “the crystallization 
of ideas from chaos.” Formally this movement is the most original and complex 
of the Symphony, resulting from a fusion of scherzo and finale. The two 
distinct sections are comprised of a sonata-form scherzo in 6/8—exposition and 
development only—and, in place of a recapitulation, a second section or finale in 
4/4. The growth and emergence of the finale’s main theme is truly impressive. 
Related to fragments that have gone before in the “scherzo,” the theme builds to 
an apotheotic, hymnlike close.

—©Jane Vial Jaffe
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

George Manahan (BM ’73, MM ’76), Conductor 
George Manahan is in his 14th season as Director of Orchestral Activities at 
Manhattan School of Music, as well as Music Director Emeritus of the American 
Composers Orchestra. He served as Music Director of the New York City 
Opera for 14 seasons and was hailed for his leadership of the orchestra. He was 
also Music Director of the Richmond Symphony (VA) for 12 seasons. Recipient 
of Columbia University’s Ditson Conductor’s Award, Mr. Manahan was also 
honored by the American Society of Composers and Publishers (ASCAP) for his 
“career-long advocacy for American composers and the music of our time.” His 
Carnegie Hall performance of Samuel Barber’s Antony and Cleopatra was hailed 
by audiences and critics alike. “The fervent and sensitive performance that 
Mr. Manahan presided over made the best case for this opera that I have ever 
encountered,” said the New York Times. 

Mr. Manahan’s guest appearances include the Orchestra of St. Luke’s as well as the 
symphonies of Atlanta, San Francisco, Hollywood Bowl, and New Jersey, where he 
served as acting Music Director for four seasons. He has been a regular guest with 
the Curtis Institute and the Aspen Music Festival and has appeared with the opera 
companies of Seattle, Philadelphia, San Francisco, Chicago, Santa Fe, Paris, Sydney, 
Bologna, St. Louis, the Bergen Festival (Norway), and the Casals Festival (Puerto Rico). 
His many appearances on television include productions of La bohème, Lizzie Borden, 
and Tosca on PBS. The Live from Lincoln Center telecast of New York City Opera’s 
production of Madama Butterfly, under his direction, won a 2007 Emmy Award.

George Manahan’s wide-ranging recording activities include the premiere recording of 
Steve Reich’s Tehillim for ECM; recordings of Edward Thomas’s Desire Under the Elms, 
which was nominated for a Grammy; Joe Jackson’s Will Power; and Tobias Picker’s 
Emmeline. He has conducted numerous world premieres, including Charles Wuorinen’s 
Haroun and the Sea of Stories, David Lang’s Modern Painters, Hans Werner Henze’s The 
English Cat, Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne, and Terence Blanchard’s Champion.

He received his formal musical training at Manhattan School of Music, studying 
conducting with Anton Coppola and George Schick, and was appointed to the 
faculty of the school upon his graduation, at which time the Juilliard School 
awarded him a fellowship as Assistant Conductor with the American Opera Center. 
Mr. Manahan was chosen as the Exxon Arts Endowment Conductor of the New 
Jersey Symphony the same year he made his opera debut with the Santa Fe Opera, 
conducting the American premiere of Arnold Schoenberg’s Von Heute auf Morgen. 
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Harry Ning (BM ’25, MM ’27), trombone
Harry Ning is an active tenor and alto trombonist based in New York City and 
China. He finished his Bachelor of Music Degree in Classical Tenor Trombone 
Performance from Manhattan School of Music in 2025. Harry was a finalist of 
the 2024 ITA Alto Trombone Competition and placed 4th in the ITA Lewis Van 
Haney Philharmonic Prize. He is also a fellow of the Aspen Music Festival and 
School in 2025. Harry is now in his first year of his Master of Music degree in 
Orchestral Performance with Colin Williams.
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ABOUT THE ORCHESTRAL 
STUDIES PROGRAM
In the tradition of the classical music conservatory, the orchestral studies 
program at MSM forms the heart of the performing experience for classical 
instrumentalists. All students, placed by competitive audition, participate in a 
variety of orchestral projects under the guidance of George Manahan, Director 
of Orchestral Activities, and JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies and 
Orchestral Performance. 

Students play in a variety of orchestral formats, giving them ample opportunity 
to develop their audition and ensemble technique, broaden their knowledge of 
orchestral repertoire, and perform at New York City venues such as Carnegie 
Hall, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and Merkin 
Concert Hall. Winners of the School’s annual Eisenberg–Fried Concerto 
Competition perform with the orchestras as soloists.

In addition to Maestro Manahan, the orchestras work regularly with Leonard 
Slatkin, Distinguished Visiting Artist in Conducting and Orchestral Studies, and 
guest conductors such as Joshua Gersen, Mei-Ann Chen, and JoAnn Falletta.

George Manahan, Director of Orchestral Activities 

JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies and Orchestral Performance
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC DONORS
Gifts received in FY 2025 (July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025)

Manhattan School of Music is deeply grateful to the community of generous donors who support our commitment to 
excellence in education, performance, and creative activity and to the cultural enrichment of the larger community. 
For more information about giving opportunities, please contact Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy, at 
917-493-4115 or smadden@msmnyc.edu.

$1 Million and above
Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) 

$500,000 to $999,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Stanford N. Sesser Trust

$200,000 to $499,999
Brody Family Fund
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Han Jo and Busra Kim
David G. Knott and Françoise 

Girard / McKinsey & Company
Estate of Charlotte Mayerson

$100,000 to $249,999
Ilse Gordon
Estate of Warren Laff redo
Estate of Margaret Park Mautner
The Solomon Gadles Mikowsky 

Charitable Foundation
Anthony Napoli
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$50,000 to $99,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Estate of Elizabeth G. Beinecke
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeff rey Heller
Dominique Laff ont
Peter Luerssen / Maecenata Foundation
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
The Rubin-Ladd Foundation
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
An Anonymous Donor
Augustine Foundation 
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Dr. Andre H Clavel Charitable Foundation
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
The Enoch Foundation 
Clark R. Green Charitable Foundation
Carol B. Grossman 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton 
Jephson Educational Trusts 
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23) 
New York State Council on the Arts
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
The Rochlis Family Foundation
The Fan Fox and 

Leslie R. Samuels Foundation 
Estate of Harold Schonberg
Mónica and Angel Sosa
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

Paul Tse (MM ’75) and 
Hye-Young Choi (PD ’76)

Shalini P. Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)
Nanar and Tony Yoseloff 

$10,000 to $24,999
Two Anonymous Donors
Joyce Aboussie
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation 
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and Danielle 

Wiener-Bronner / Google
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Charitybuzz
Ernest Chung & Mary Lee
Aris Economides and Heike Doerr
Chloe Flower (P ’00)
Estate of Kenneth R. Force
Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72)
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Jane A. Gross 
Sylvia Hemingway
J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of New York
The Jin Hua Foundation
Max Kade Foundation
Ruth M. Knight Foundation 
Gina C. Malin and Reilly Tierney
MSM Korean Alumni Association
The Walter W. Naumburg Foundation
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ’23)
Carl and Aviva Saphier
Chiona Xanthopoulou Schwarz 
Mari and Kenneth Share
Elena Voltolina and Maurizio D. Bianco
Kurt Weill Foundation for Music
Angela Rose White
Michelle Deal Winfi eld and 

Claude L. Winfi eld

$5,000 to $9,999
The ASCAP Foundation 
Ed Annunziato
The Hilaria and Alec 

Baldwin Foundation
Rohyt Belani and Vidula Pant
Bond Schoeneck & King
Veronica Bulgari
Chartwells Dining Services 
Estate of Morton B. Cohen
Complete Mechanical Solutions
Jennifer and Matthew Crossland
Catherine and Michael Diefenbach
EALgreen
Daniel Epstein†

Eric Gronningsater
Howard Herring (MM ’78, HonDMA ’15)
J & J Flooring
Christopher Yoo Suk Kim 

(BM ’90, MM ’92)
Patinka Kopec† and Jay Selman 
Joan B. Levine, DDS
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation 
The Arthur L. Loeb Foundation 
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Pedro and Maria McDougal
Jason Mraz Foundation
Huiying Mu and Li Zhang
Barbara (P ’89) and Dermot O’Reilly
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan Rahm 
Lucie Robert† and Jeff rey Cohen†

Arthur T. and Beverly Shorin
Michael Stewart
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
The Vigeland Family
Nils Vigeland
The Wonderful Foundation
The Lucille and Jack Yellen Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999 
An Anonymous Donor
Advanced Home Audio
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu
Elizabeth A. Browne
Steven Dawson
Susan Elizabeth Deaver (BM ’75, 

MM ’76, DMA ’94)†

Shirley Brumbaugh Dillard (MM ’77)
Leon Lee Dorsey (MM ’86)
Eagan Family Foundation
Emerson Rogers
Evco Mechanical Corporation
Alexander Farivar and Kimberly Riehle
Janet F. Frank (’65)
General Plumbing Corporation
Hans Gesell 
Joyce Griggs†

Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
Peter L. Horvath (BM ’64, MM ’65) 
IDB Bank
Nikhil Iyengar and Dr. Meera Mani
Cecile Reyes-Jim (MM ’74)

and Guan-Kooi Jim
Michael A. Kaplan (’91)
Chloe Kiff er (MM ’14, PS ’15)†

and Alexandre Moutouzkine 
(MM ’03, PS ’05, AD ’06)†

Zuoliang Liu (MM ’14, PS ’15, DMA ’22)
Lubrano Ciavarra Architects
Peter and Ayumi Manda
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
Judy and Ed Newman
Offi  ce of the Manhattan 

Borough President
James J. Petercsak (BM 

’66, MM ’68) 

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society



15

Bennett Pologe
The Presser Foundation 
Barbara L. Reissman
Mary S. Riebold 
RIK Electric Corporation 
Patrick and Marti Ritto
Irene Schultz
The Thomas P. and 

Cynthia D. Sculco Foundation
Howard Sendrovitz and David Sinclair
Adrienne and Gianluigi Vittadini
The Widder Foundation
Victoria Fasani Williams (BM ’70, MM ’71)

$1,000 to $2,499
Five Anonymous Donors
Pamela Averick
Gabrielle Bamberger 
Michael A. Bamberger 
Eric M. Katz and Susan Barbash
Mary Baroutakis
Henrico Bautista
John Lee Beatty
Karen Bedrosian-Richardson
Wayne Bellet / Bellet Construction 
Ginger and John Bessonette
Bright Power
Virginia Brody
Noreen Buckfi re
Lawrence and Barbara Cagney
Ryan Cain
Laurie Carney†

Xilun Chen
Claremont Hall
Misty Copeland Foundation
The Cowles Charitable Trust
Toby and Les Crystal
D’Addario & Co
Michael R. and Nina I. Douglas
Dianne Flagello 

(BM’ 52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99) 
Donis G. Flagello
Judith Friedman
Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner
Naomi L. Gerber and Leonard B. Seeff 
Karen and Phil Glick
Michael and Deborah Goldberg
Marsha Gordon and Javier Garcia
Ann Gottlieb
Tom and Bobbie Gottschalk
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Joanne Greenspun 
Jerald and Madelon Grobman
Jocelyn and James R. Gross
Valborg (MM ’71) and 

Robert (BM ’72) Gross
Laura A. Hamilton (BM ’81, MM ’82, 

DMA ’84) and Lanny Paykin
Debra and Steven Hanks / Amgen
Hansoree 
Daniel and Julia Hirschberg
Jack (BM ’63) and Helga Katz
Millen Katz (BM ’74, MM ’75) 

and Patricia Anders 
Dan and Gloria Kearney
Michael Keller (BM ’71)
Michael J. Kokola 
Jose Landauro
Christiana M. Leonard

George Long
Alan Lurie
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation 
Thomas Maguire (BM ’66)
Michael M. McClellan (MM ’81)
Linda McKnight 
Amy and Philip Mezey
Leslie Middlebrook Moore (MM ’78)
Michelle and John Morris
Jeff rey and Hanna Moskin
Inmo and Michael Parloff †

Joanne Polk (DMA ’90)† and 
Jeff rey Langford†

Jonathan Raskin
Robert and Regina J. Rheinstein (MM ’79)
The Rodgers & Hammerstein Foundation
Amy S. Rosen (MM ’76) and 

Arthur Weisberg 
Mary and Morris Rossabi
Asli Rustemli and Hakan 

Altintepe / IBM
Peter Santogade (BM ’82)
Claire and John Sarno
Anthony Scelba (BM ’70, MM ’71) 
Catherine Sharkey and Ina Bort
Gaurav and Sawako Shukla
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)† 
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Ted Smith 
Annaliese Soros 
Richard W. Southwick
William M. Stein, Jr.
Richard Stewart
John Sweeney (BM ’78, MM ’85)*
Telebeam Telephone Systems
Robin and Tom Trynin
Mallory and Diana Walker
John Walton (’79)
Ronald G. Weiner
Daniel E. Weiss 
Martine and Ronan Wicks
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84) 
David J. Wolfsohn (DMA ’84)

$500 to $999
Three Anonymous Donors
Louis E. Alexander (MM ’79)
Approved Oil of Brooklyn
The Bagby Foundation for the 

Musical Arts 
Rosalinda and Norland Berk
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, 

DMA ’98) 
Michael E. Bitz (P ’90)
Cynthia Boxrud (BM ’78) and Scott Powell
George Braverman
Angela M. Brown (MM ’81)
Carol Ingall and Stephan Brumberg
Amane and Stephan Brun
Robert Canning
Bonnie and David Cantor
Fang-Ru and Shih-Fu Chang
Ted Chapin (HonDMA ’24)
Linda Chesis†

Katherine Deans and William Conger
Walid M. Dardir (’92)
Allan J. Dean (BM ’59)
Mary Dearborn

Harold Dubroff 
Gale Epstein
Michael Fordney
Marc and Ronnie Fox
Barry Goldberg
Ruth Golden†

Jennifer Green (BM ’87, MM ’89) 
and Mitchell Kahan

Hong Guo and Jing He
Kathleen B. Haskins
Cynthia Hoff mann†

Elizabeth Hutchins
Maureen D. Hynes (BM ’74, MM ’75)†

Herve M. Jacquet
Jacqueline M. Johnson (BM ’15)
Chang K. Lee
Ira M. Lieberman (’56)
Susan Madden†

Maria Magliaro Politano (MM ’78)
Nicholas Mann†

Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Elizabeth McCabe
Mary Beth and James P. McCarthy 

(BM ’63, MM ’64) 
Ann M. McKinney (MM ’81)
Kathleen McNenny
Barbara Babcock Millhouse
Frank Montaturo
Nathan Mortimer†

Margaret and John Muller
Marjorie Neuwirth 
Mimi and Jeff  Norman
Susan Quittmeyer (MM ’78)† 

and James Morris†

Heasook Rhee†

Kristin and Julian Salgado
Eve M. Schooler
Sentinel Technologies
Inesa Sinkevych (PS ’06, DMA ’10)†

Robert and Victoria Sirota
Tamara and Michael Sload
Ying Huang and Qianli Song
James Stalzer (BM ’78, MM ’79) 
Jane Startz and Peter Barton
David J. Tancredi (MM ’76)
Catherine Traykovski
Bing Wang (MM ’91, HonDMA ’23)

$250 to $499
Four Anonymous Donors
Actors’ Equity Foundation
Roslyn Allison & Bert Lewen
Cathy and Robert Altholz
Philip Ardell
Karen Faust Baer and Paul Baer 
Peter Basquin (MM ’67)
Viktor and Tammy Berberi
Martha Todd Blaine (BM ’68)
Etty Bousso
Madge Briggs
Richard B. Carr (MM ’75)
Dalmo (’58, ’61) and Elizabeth Carra
Olivia Casriel Foundation
Vincent Celenza
Annette Coco (BM ’73, MM ’74) 
Cosmos Communications
Gary Stephens and Swati Desai
Michael Devine (MM ’80)
Michael and Marjorie Engber 

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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Frederic Engelbrecht
Daniel D. Farrey
Laura J. Greenwald (DMA ’98) 
Adam Hockman
Judith and Leonard Hyman
Anthony Iannaccone (BM ’66, MM ’68)
Jacqueline Venable Jordan (BM ’81)
Sharon R. Kahn
Stanley King
Judith Klotz
Stephen J. Kornstein
Ellen Lapson
Gary Trout and Kenneth Latsch
Andrew Lipsky

Catherine Malfi tano (BM ’71)†

Stephen and Linda Mantone
Karen McAuley and Jim Klausen
The Rev. Andy McQuery 

(BM ’98, MM ’00)
Judith Moore 
Ellen Freilich and Mark Pakman
Anek Pooviriyakul and Evelyn C. Uy
Richard Presser†

Dmitry Rachmanov
Lisa Raskin Sofi eld
Reliable Offi  ce Solutions
Jarvis and Mary Jo Ryals
Mikhail Seleznev

William Spitzig
Anne Teshima
Nickolas and Liliana Themelis
Julia C. Tobey (’67)
Mimi Tompkins†

Dorothy Toung
Rebecca C. Tracy
Katharina Volk 
Stephen L. Wailes
Caroline and Rodney Hine

We also gratefully recognize the 
408 donors of gifts under $250.

The Applause Society recognizes the steadfast and loyal support of foundations and individuals who have made gifts 
to the School each and every year for 10 years or more. 

We have made every eff ort to list MSM donors accurately. If your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an 
inaccuracy, please contact Jake Levyns in the Philanthropy Offi  ce at 917-493-4490, or at jlevyns@msmnyc.edu.

THE SECOND CENTURY CAMPAIGN
Gifts received since July 1, 2018

Donors who have made endowment gifts to the School’s Second Century Campaign are helping to ensure a bright 
future for an extraordinary institution, one that has marshaled the talents and shaped the lives of accomplished and 
passionate musicians across the globe for more than a century.

$3,000,000
Cate Ryan Estate

$2,000,000
Michael Neidorff  (HonDMA ’17)* and
Noémi Neidorff  

(BM ’70, MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)

$1,000,000 to $1,999,999
Gart Family Foundation
Philip Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85) Estate
Carol Lieberman
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

$750,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Maurice Eisenstadt Estate

$500,000 to $749,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Christianne Orto Estate

$250,000 to $499,999
Lorraine Gallard
Eric Gronningsater
Jane A. Gross
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Catherine Prince Trust
Robert Sharon (’79)

$200,000 to $249,000
Brody Family Fund
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Carol B. Grossman
Han Jo and Busra Kim
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Charlotte Mayerson Estate

Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Twiford Foundation

$100,000 to $199,999
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable Foundation
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
Ilse Gordon
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Donald Hamilton
Warren Laff redo Estate
Linda and Tobia Mercuro*
Anthony Napoli
PwC Charitable Foundation
Susan Rochlis
Paul and Joanne Schnell
Steven P. Singer and Alan Salzman
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation
The Widder Foundation

$75,000 to $99,999
Gabrielle Bamberger
The Chisholm Foundation
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation
Claude and Michelle D. Winfi eld

$50,000 to $74,999
Allen H. and Selma W. Berkman 

Charitable Trust
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan Rahm
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Anna Bulgari Estate
Shirley Katz Cohen Estate
Chloe Flower (P ’00)
Dominique Laff ont

So-Chung Shinn Lee 
(MM ’19, PS ’21, PPD ’24)

The Frederick Loewe Foundation
Susan Madden†

Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

$25,000 to $49,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)*
Nancy Heller
Marquis George MacDonald Foundation
The Clement Meadmore Foundation
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation
The Rochlis Family Foundation
The Rohatyn Group
Horace Silver Foundation / Jemela Mwelu
Theodore E. Somerville (’78)
Harold and Ruth Stern Estate
Nils Vigeland

$10,000 to $24,999
Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation
Alex Assoian Music Project
Michael Bamberger
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and 

Danielle Wiener-Bronner
Irene Schultz

Up to $9,999
John K. Blanchard (MM ’89)†

George S. Braverman
Xilun Chen
Jeff rey Cohen† and Lucie Robert†

Dan Epstein†

Dianne Flagello 
(BM ’52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99)

Donis G. Flagello
Adolphus Hailstork 

(BM ’63, MM ’65, HonDMA ’19)
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THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT / 
NEIDORFF-KARPATI HALL RENOVATION 
The Centennial Project was an ambitious program of improvements to the School’s architecturally distinguished 
campus coinciding with MSM’s 100th anniversary. The centerpiece of the Project was the renovation of Neidorff-
Karpati Hall, which has been transformed into a state-of-the-art venue to showcase our talented students. The 
Project also included a dramatic and welcoming new campus entrance on Claremont Avenue, new practice rooms, 
and an expansion of the main entryway and lobby.

Anchor Gift
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and   

Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70,  
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) / Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$2 million and above
City of New York

$250,000 to $499,999
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton  
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard 
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation 
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Melody Sawyer Richardson 
Sceneworks Studios 

$150,000 to $249,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 

and Marco Pecori 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)

$100,000 to $149,000
Ed Annunziato 
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Linda and Toby Mercuro* 
Michelle Ong/First Initiative 

Foundation Limited 

$50,000 to $99,999 
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio 
Jane A. Gross 
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Maria E. Salgar 
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz 
Mónica and Angel Sosa 
Maria and Guillermo F. Vogel 

$25,000 to $49,999 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis 
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)* 
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09) 
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeff rey Heller 
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
McKinsey & Company 

Margot and Adolfo* Patron 
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13) 

and Cindy McTee 
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$10,000 to $24,999 
Joyce Aboussie 
Joan (HonDMA ’14) and Alan 

Ades-Taub Family Foundation 
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Chartwells 
Sharon E. Daley-Johnson 

(BM ’88, MM ’89) 
Evco Mechanical Corporation 
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS 

(ret.) (BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 
Ruth Golden† 
Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Warren Jones 
Henry A. Kissinger and   

Nancy M. Kissinger (’54) 
Orin O’Brien† 
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Carl and Aviva Saphier 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff

FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Founder’s Society honors the extraordinary generosity of the following individuals and institutions whose 
cumulative giving to Manhattan School of Music exceeded $250,000 (as of June 30, 2025). These exceptional 
donors enable MSM to provide world-class conservatory training to immensely talented students. We are deeply 
grateful for their special dedication to the School’s mission and culture of artistic excellence and musicianship.

$10 million and above
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and 

Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)/Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$5 million to $10 million
G. Chris Andersen and

SungEun Han-Andersen

$1 to $5 million
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14) and 

Alan M. Ades (HonDMA ’10)*
The ASCAP Foundation
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
The ELMA Philanthropies
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
Gart Family Foundation
Gordon K. Greenfi eld*
Gordon and Harriet

Greenfi eld Foundation

Estate of Jacqueline Kacere
Estate of Phillip Kawin
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Estate of Dora Zaslavsky Koch
Carol Lieberman
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal

(HonDMA ’23)
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata Foundation
Alfred* and Claude Mann
Joseph F. McCrindle Foundation

and Estate of Joseph F. McCrindle
Estate of Homer Mensch
Miller Family Foundation
William R. Miller*
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Octavian Society
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Susan and David Rahm (HonDMA ’07)
Estate of Cathleen A. Ryan
Harold and Helene Schonberg Trust
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 

Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Helen F. Whitaker Fund

$500,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Altman Foundation
Rose L. Augustine* and

Augustine Foundation
Nancy Terner Behrman*/

Fund for Individual Potential
Elizabeth G. Beinecke*
Mary Owen Borden Foundation
Estate of Ruth Chatfi eld
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Michael W. Greene*
Eric Gronningsater
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton
Jewish Foundation for

Education of Women

Michael Keeney
Alan Lurie
Mike and Lynn McClellan

Jane Olian and Donna Gill, for Classical 
Singing and New York in June

Oliff  and Waxenbaum Families

Jonathan Raskin
John K. Smith
Steinway & Sons
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Anonymous Donors (2)
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61)
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
John B. Albright*
Louis E. Alexander (MM ’79)
Frank Bamberger
Gabrielle Bamberger
Alan (’66, ’87) and Barbara Barry
Renée Bash
Peter Basquin (MM ’67)
Hans G. Bauer*
Elizabeth Beinecke*
Thomas Hughes Bell*
Yvette Benjamin
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Blanche Heisler-Blitstein (MM ’52)
Louis M. Bonifati (BM ’74, MM ’85)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Larry Campbell (’69)
Matilda Cascio*
Ruth Chatfi eld*
Annette Coco (BM ’73, MM ’74)
James B. Coker (MM ’96)
Barbara Fay Cox (BM ’58, MM ’60)*
Alex Davis*
Michael Devine and George L. Evans
Mario di Lonardo
Maurice Eisenstadt*
J. S. Ellenberger*
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
Jonathan Fey*
Dianne (BM’ 52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99) 

and Nicolas* Flagello
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.) 

(BM ’64, MM’65)*
Janet F. Frank (’65)
Rabbi Mordecai Genn

Hans Gesell
Nathan Gilbert (BM ’53)*
Lillian Giskin (’38)*
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
John M. Gotwalt*
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marian Greathouse (BM ’77)
Valborg (MM ’71) 

and Robert (BM ’72) Gross
Holly Hall
Heather A. Hamilton (MM ’93, MM ’95)
Laura A. Hamilton 

(BM ’81, MM ’82, DMA ’84)
Carolyn Zepf Hagner (MM ’69)
Grace Hoff man*
Shirley Katz-Cohen*
Phillip N. Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85)*
Diane Kettering (BM ’78)
Alan M. (BM ’58, MM ’59)* and Karen 

Schiebler Knieter (MM ’68)
Doris Konig
Warren Laff redo (’59)*
Eva Lang (MM ’54)*
Gail R. Levine, Ph.D
Robert Ira Lewy*
Carol Lieberman
Susan Madden†

Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Ursula Mamlok*
Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Shigeru Matsuno
Margaret Park Mautner*
Charlotte Mayerson*
Claire Meyer
Solomon Mikowsky†*
Warren R. Mikulka
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)

Barbara (P ’89) and Dermot O’Reilly
Christianne Orto*
Walter P. Pettipas*
Anthony Posk (BM ’64)
John A. and Catherine Prince*
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
Barbara L. Reissman
Robert and Regina J. 

Rheinstein (MM ’79)
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Mary S. Riebold
Susan Rochlis
Evelyn Ronell
Ted (BM ’81, MM ’83) and 

Lesley Rosenthal
Penelope Russianoff *
Cathleen A. Ryan*
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Gerald J. Sebesky (BM ’62, MM ’63)
Stanford N. Sesser*
Alex Shapiro (’83)
Robert Sharon (’79)
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)†

Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Allen Lee Smith (BM ’77)
Theodore E. Somerville, Esq. (’78)
Amy R. Sperling
Carleton B. Spotts (BM ’53, MM ’59)*
Jonathan Sternberg*
Sondra Tammam (BM ’73)
Hetty Te Korte (BM ’59, MM ’60)*
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines
Nils Vigeland
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84)
Dr. Theo George Wilson
Claude Worrell (MM ’59)*

GALAXY SOCIETY
Members of the Galaxy Society ensure the future of Manhattan School of Music through inclusion of the School in 
their long-range financial and estate plans. We are grateful for their vision and generosity, which helps ensure that 
MSM continues to thrive into the next century and enables aspiring young artists to reach for the stars.

Estate of Kellogg Johnson
Estate of Marga King
Ruth M. Knight Foundation
Estate of Edith Kriss
A. L. and Jennie L. Luria Foundation
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Estate of Viola B. Marcus
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Linda Bell Mercuro* and

Toby Mercuro*
Solomon Mikowsky*
Ambrose Monell Foundation
Estate of Christianne Orto
Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation
Sceneworks Studio
Stanford N. Sessor*
Twiford Foundation

$250,000 to $499,999
An Anonymous Donor
Annie Laurie Aitken Charitable Trust
Estate of C. J. Stuart Allan
Amato Opera Theater
Ed Annunziato

Arts and Letters Foundation
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation
Michael R. Bloomberg
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Edgar Foster Daniels*
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Ervika Foundation
Cecilia and John Farrell
Estate of Ellen G. Fezer
First Initiative Foundation/Michelle Ong
Yveta S. Graff  *
Jane A. Gross
Carol B. Grossman
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeff rey Heller
Estate of Rea F. Hooker
Jephson Educational Trusts
Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation

Anna-Maria and Stephen 
Kellen Foundation

Han Jo and Busra Kim
Estate of Anna Case Mackay
National Endowment for the Arts
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54)
New York State Higher Education 

Capital Matching Grant Board
Henry Nias Foundation
Catherine Prince Trust
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Jody and Peter Robbins
The Rochlis Family Foundation
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Robert B. Sharon (’79)
Evelyn Sharp Foundation
The Starr Foundation
Surdna Foundation
Patrick N. W. Turner
Estate of Rosalie J. Coe Weir
Gabe Wiener Foundation
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
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ANNUAL NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Anselmo Academy of Music 

and the Arts Piano Scholarship
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation Scholarship
The ASCAP / Fran Morgenstern 

Davis Scholarship
Augustine Foundation Scholarship
Theodore H. Barth Foundation 

Scholarship
Bettina Baruch Foundation 

Scholarship
Elizabeth Beinecke Scholarship
Thomas Hughes Bell 

Piano Scholarship
Frank & Lydia Bergen 

Foundation Scholarship
Elizabeth Brody Opera Scholarship
EALgreen Scholarship

Lillian F. Gardner Annual 
Scholarship in Classical Violin

International Advisory 
Board Scholarship

J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce and
Industry of New York Scholarship

Jephson Educational 
Trust Scholarship

Maecenata Foundation Scholarship
Hugh Masekela Heritage Scholarship
Walter W. Naumburg 

Foundation Scholarship
Arthur and Mae Orvis Annual 

Opera Scholarship
Jim Petercsak Annual Scholarship
Presser Undergraduate Scholar
David Rose Scholarship for Composing
Harold and Helene Schonberg 

Pianist Scholarship

Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Music Scholarship
Bernie Williams Scholarship
The Lucille and Jack Yellen 

Classical Music Scholarship

Precollege
Susan E. Deaver Precollege 

Woodwinds Scholarship
Janice B. and Milford D. Gerton 

Precollege Scholarship
Hansoree Scholarship
Chloé Kiff er Precollege Scholarship
Josephine Luby Precollege 

Scholarship
Maureen MacDougall 

Precollege Scholarship
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship

ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Alan M. and Joan Taub 

Ades Scholarship
Licia Albanese Scholarship
Augustine Guitar Scholarship
Herbert R. and Evelyn 

Axelrod Scholarship
Frances Hall Ballard Scholarship
Artur Balsam Scholarship
Hans & Klara Bauer 

Scholarship for Cello
Jordan Berk Scholarship
Selma W. Berkman Memorial 

Scholarship
Vera Blacker Scholarship in Piano
Luisa Buchanan Graduate 

Piano Scholarship
Carmine Caruso Scholarship
Bossi-Comelli Scholarship
Edgar Foster Daniels 

Scholarship in Voice
Scott Dunn and Robbie Moray 

Scholarship in Collaborative Piano
Baisley Powell Elebash Scholarship
Gart Family Foundation Scholarship
Lloyd Gelassen Fellowship 

Fund Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Rita Y. and Herbert Z. 

Gold Scholarship
Ruth Golden Classical 

Voice Scholarship
William Goldstein Scholarship
John Graham and Paul 

Ochman Scholarship
Michael W. Greene Scholarship
Charles Grossman Memorial 

Scholarship
Grusin / Rosen Jazz Scholarship
Adolphus Hailstork-Mary 

Weaver Scholarship
Marcia Clay Hamilton and Donald 

Hamilton Classical Flute Scholarship
William Randolph Hearst Scholarship

Helen Fahnestock Hubbard 
Family Scholarship

Alexandra Hunt Vocal Scholarship
Deolus Husband Scholarship 

for Composition
Eugene Istomin Capital 

Campaign Scholarship
Peter Karpati Scholarship
Phillip Kawin Piano Scholarship
Peter J. Kent Scholarship
Marga and Arthur King Scholarship
Kraeuter Violin Scholarship
Edith Kriss Scholarship
Lado Scholarship
Warren Laff redo Memorial Scholarship
Ilene and Edward Lowenthal 

Scholarship
Marquis George MacDonald 

Scholarship
Robert Mann Scholarship for 

Violin and Chamber Studies
Viola B. Marcus Memorial Scholarship
Masolinar “Mackie” Marks 

Scholarship
Robert Henry Mayerson Scholarship
Joseph F. McCrindle Scholarship
Clement Meadmore 

Scholarship in Jazz
Homer and Constance 

Mensch Scholarship
Anthony Napoli Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Charles B. Nelson Jr. Scholarship 

in Classical Piano
Samuel and Mitzi Newhouse 

Scholarship
Birgit Nilsson Scholarship
Scott Edward Oakley Scholarship 

in Musical Theater
Mae Zenke Orvis Opera Scholarship
Ethel Hollander Plancher Scholarship
Paul Price Percussion Scholarship
Rahm / Berkman Scholarship
Judith Raskin Scholarship
Susan Rochlis Scholarship

Jay Rubinton Scholarship
Leon Russianoff  Memorial Scholarship
Elizabeth Byrne Sayre Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Walt Sayre Trombone Scholarship
Paul and Joanne Schnell Scholarship
Robert Sharon Scholarship 

in Collaborative Piano
Scott Shayne Sinclair Scholarship
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. 

Salzman Scholarship in Clarinet
Joseph M. Smith Scholarship
Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Violin Scholarship
Margaret Hoswell van Der Marck 

Scholarship in Opera
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano
Dona D. Vaughn Voice Scholarship
Emily M. Voorhis Scholarship
Rachmael Weinstock 

Scholarship in Violin
Dora Zaslavsky Scholarship
Avedis Zildjian Percussion Scholarship 

Precollege
An Anonymous Jazz 

Precollege Scholarship
An Anonymous Precollege Scholarship
Alex Assoian Music Project 

Precollege Scholarship
Dr. Michelle Solarz August 

Precollege Scholarship in Piano
Kate Bamberger Memorial 

Violin Scholarship
Matilda Cascio Precollege Scholarship
Cuker / Stern Precollege Scholarship
Florence Duvall Precollege 

Scholarship
Marion Feldman Cello Scholarship
Dianne Danese Flagello 

Precollege Scholarship
Chloe Flower Scholarship
Dorothy Hales Gary Scholarship
Jocelyn Gertel Precollege Scholarship
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GIVE TODAY!

Your gift supports MSM’s important work nurturing 
and developing the next generation of performing 
artists. We thank you for sharing our belief in the 

transformative power of music!

SCANME

MSMNYC.EDU/GIVING

Rosetta Goodkind Precollege 
Scholarship

Andrew Goodman Memorial 
Precollege Scholarship

Constance Keene Precollege 
Piano Scholarship

Han Jo and Busra Kim 
Accord Scholarship

Patinka Kopec Precollege 
Violin Scholarship

Mary B. Lenom Scholarship
Carol Lieberman Precollege 

Scholarship

Frederick Loewe Precollege 
Composition Scholarship

Frank and Joseph Lotrario 
Precollege Scholarship

Susan Madden Precollege 
Scholarship

Sassa Maniotis Precollege 
Scholarship

Jan Morreel Precollege Classical 
Music Scholarship

Nana’s Way Precollege 
Division Scholarship

Carl Owen Memorial Scholarship

Maitland Peters and Karen Beardsley 
Precollege Voice Scholarship

Precollege Parents Scholarship
Rita and Morris Relson Scholarship
Jonathan and Conrad Strasser 

Memorial Scholarship
Yvonne and Howard Tsao 

Precollege Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Michelle Deal and Claude L. Winfi eld 

Precollege Jazz Scholarship 
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC LEADERSHIP

President’s Council

James Gandre, President
Joyce Griggs, Executive Vice President and Provost
Nathan Mortimer, Senior Vice President 

and Chief Financial Offi  cer
Jeff  Breithaupt, Vice President for Marketing, 

Communications, and Alumni Aff airs
Rebecca Charnow, Dean of Youth Education 

and Community-Career Connections
Monica C. Christensen, Dean of Students
Melissa Cocco-Fernandes, Vice President 

for Enrollment Management
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
Liza Gennaro, Dean of Musical Theatre
Nicolas Gonzalez, Assistant Vice President for 

Strategic Innovation and Special Initiatives
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts and Collaborative Piano

Bryan Greaney, Associate Vice President 
for Facilities and Campus Safety

JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies 
and Orchestral Performance

Devon Kelly, Chief of Staff  and Liaison 
to the Board of Trustees

Neeraj Kumar, Interim Chief Information Offi  cer
Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy
Carol Matos, Vice President for Administration 

and Human Relations
Ruben Mullodzhanov, Associate Vice 

President of Finance and Controller
James Saltzman, Dean of Jazz Arts
Kelly Sawatsky, Dean of Academic Aff airs
Madeline Tolliver, Dean of Performance 

and Production Operations

Board of Trustees
Lorraine Gallard, Chair
Kishore Ballal, Vice Chair
James Gandre, EdD, President
Nancy Freund Heller, Treasurer
David G. Knott, PhD, Secretary
Peter Andreacchi
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08,

HonDMA ’22)
Scott Dunn, MD (MM ’97)
Han Jo Kim, MD (P ’98)
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Gina Malin

Alexandre Moutouzkine 
(MM ’03, PS ’05, AD ’06)

Anthony Napoli
Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Bill O’Connor
Paul Schnell
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Angel Sosa
Michael Stewart, MD, MPH
Yvonne Tsao
Shalini Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)

 Trustees Emeriti
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Susan Ennis
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23)
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
David A. Rahm (HonDMA ’07), 

Chair Emeritus
Robert G. Simon

Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08, 

HonDMA ’22)
Glenn Dicterow
Peter Duchin

Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Stefon Harris (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
Bernard Labadie (HonDMA ’18)

Lang Lang (HonDMA ’12)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Melissa Wegner (MM ’05)
Pinchas Zukerman (HonDMA ’93)

Artistic Advisory Council

Department Chairs and Program Directors
Michelle Baker, Chair, Brass
David Chan, Head, Orchestral Performance Program
David Leisner, Chair, Guitar
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
John Forconi, Chair, Collaborative Piano
Christopher Lamb, Chair, Percussion
George Manahan, Director of Orchestral 

Activities and Chair, Conducting
Nicholas Mann, Chair, Strings

Ryan Kamm, Assistant Dean for Youth 
Programs and Director of Precollege

Alexandre Moutouzkine, Co-Head, Piano
Erin Rogers, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
William Short, Chair, Woodwinds
Inesa Sinkevych, Co-Head, Piano
Matt Ward, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
Lisa Yui, Interim Associate Dean of Doctoral Studies

International Advisory Board

Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20), 
Chair, Switzerland

Guillermo Vogel, Vice Chair, Mexico
Mita Aparicio, Mexico
Delin Bru, United States
Ernest W. Chung, United States
Heike Doerr, Germany/ United States
Chloe Flower (P ’00), United States/

South Korea

Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72), Canada
Raul M. Gutierrez, Mexico/Spain
Sylvia Hemingway, United States/

Hungary
Yung Shin Kwon (MM ’89), South Korea
Zuoliang Liu (MM ’14, PS ’15, DMA ’22),

China
Masaaki Maeda, Japan/United States
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ’23), China

Angel Sosa, Mexico
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70), 

Brazil/United States
Elena Voltolina, Italy/Switzerland
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz, Germany



ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its more than 1,000 superbly talented undergraduate and 
graduate students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; 
its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 8 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making 
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434 
or to make an online gift, scan this code 
or visit giving.msmnyc.edu.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.
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MSMNYC.EDU/GALAXY-SOCIETY

The Galaxy Society

What Will Your 
Legacy Be?
Through a bequest or other planned gift, 
you can help to ensure that Manhattan 
School of Music will provide a music 
education of the highest quality to 
exceptionally talented young artists for 
generations to come while also strengthening 
the School’s long-term financial health. 

Bequests are one of the easiest ways to 
create a living legacy and to help MSM 
meet important priorities, including 
increasing our scholarship endowment 
and supporting our world-class faculty. 

For further information and to join our 
Galaxy Society, which honors those who have 
committed to making a planned gift to the 
School, pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  SSuussaann  MMaaddddeenn,,  VViiccee  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  ffoorr  PPhhiillaanntthhrrooppyy, at 917-493-4115, 
or visit: msmnyc.edu/galaxy-society. 

Help a young 
artist reach 
for the stars!




