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PROGRAM NOTES

Symphony No. 1 (In One Movement), Op. 9
Samuel Barber
Born in West Chester, Pennsylvania, March 9, 1910; died in New York, January 23, 1981
 Barber began composing his Symphony No. 1 in Maine in the summer 
of 1935. He had just learned that he had been awarded a Pulitzer Traveling 
Scholarship for travel abroad, but his application for the Prix de Rome, o!ered by 
the American Academy in Rome, had been rejected. While Barber was still in 
Maine the Academy invited him to reapply for the prize, which he did, o!ering the 
same compositions that he had sent the first time. This time he was granted the 
award, with high praise. Barber was certain that the performance by the New York 
Philharmonic of one of the compositions he had submitted to the Academy, Music 
for a Scene !om Shelley, had everything to do with the committee’s change of heart.

 So Barber went to Rome in August of 1935 and settled at the Academy. 
Though he disliked its “somewhat expatriated Harvard-Club atmosphere” 
and spent much of his time elsewhere, he composed quite a lot that winter 
and completed his First Symphony, among other compositions. His Symphony 
was first performed in Rome on December 13, 1936, with Bernardino Molinari 
conducting the Augusteo Orchestra. Barber traveled to Cleveland five weeks 
later to hear the American premiere by the Cleveland Orchestra conducted by 
Arthur Rodzinski. The conductor decided to perform it again with the Cleveland 
Orchestra at the Salzburg Festival in 1937, making Barber’s Symphony the first 
American work to be performed at that prestigious festival.

 American music critic Pitts Sanborn said that Barber’s music “reveals 
not only imaginative sympathy and technical address, but a respect for brevity 
which is the soul of more than wit. When he has had his say, he has the good 
sense to stop.” The Symphony No. 1 is a case in point. Barber combined the 
traditional four-movement symphony into a one-movement work. The composer 
described his Symphony as follows:

“The form of my Symphony in One Movement is a synthetic treatment of the four-
movement Classical symphony. It is based on three themes of the initial Allegro 
non troppo, which retain throughout the work their fundamental character. The 
Allegro opens with the usual exposition of a main theme, a more lyrical second 

theme, and a closing theme. After a brief development of the three themes, instead 
of the customary recapitulation, the first theme in diminution, forms the basis of a 

scherzo section (Vivace). The second theme (oboe over muted strings) then appears in 
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augmentation, in an extended Andante tranquillo. An intense crescendo introduces 
the finale, which is a short passacaglia based on the first theme (introduced by the 

violoncelli and contrabassi), over which, together with figures from other themes, the 
closing theme is woven, thus serving as a recapitulation for the entire Symphony.”

 —©Jane Vial Jaffe
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D’un matin de printemps (Of a spring morning)
Lili Boulanger
Born in Paris, August 21, 1893; died in Mézy, March 15, 1918
 Lili Boulanger, younger sister of Nadia by six years, was extremely gifted 
musically to the extent that Nadia felt somewhat eclipsed, much as she loved her 
sister and aided in her musical education. Together they created quite a stir in 
many areas of French music that had typically been the domain of men. Their 
father and grandfather had been professors at the Paris Conservatoire, in which 
steps Nadia followed, though not without a struggle. Their mother, a Russian 
countess and singer, oversaw their early musical education but also instilled rigid 
values in them and rarely praised their achievements.

 Before she was three Lili was diagnosed with intestinal tuberculosis 
(now known as Crohn’s disease). Because of her fragile health, she could not attend 
school regularly or go to concerts, but she studied with her sister, Paul Vidal, and 
Georges Caussade. She knew at the age of sixteen that she would be a composer, 
and at the age of nineteen attracted considerable attention when she won the 
Premier Grand Prix de Rome for her cantata Faust et Hélène. She was the first woman 
to receive the prize, which only a few years previously had eluded Nadia.

 Besides composing, Lili put what energy she could toward helping 
the families of musicians who had been called into military service with the 
outbreak of World War I. In July 1917 she was forced by her illness to undergo a 
serious operation, which left her with only a few months to live. She continued to 
compose, however, even to her last hours on March 15, 1918, dictating her Pie Jésu 
for voice, harp, organ, and string quartet, note by note to her sister.

 Nadia championed the works of her sister all her long life. One of her last 
projects, during the late winter and spring of 1979, was to prepare seventeen of 
Lili’s works for republication in order to guarantee her sister’s immortality, correct 
mistakes of the earlier editions, and insure royalty payments for her principal heirs.

 Lili began composing the effervescent D’un matin de printemps, originally 
a violin (or f lute) and piano piece, in March 1917 but did not complete the 
orchestration until 1918. She also fashioned an idiomatic piano trio version. In 
December 1917 she wrote a melancholy companion piece, D’un soir triste (Of a 
sad evening), which together with D’un matin de printemps were the last pieces 
she completed in her own hand, though Nadia later added some editing details. 
Both works show a certain debt to mainstream French composers such as 
Fauré, Debussy, and Ravel, but she was also continuing her quest for innovative 
harmonic and instrumental colors.
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 Over scintillating, rhythmic accompaniment, a sunny flute solo brings 
the spring morning to life in a triple meter dance, joined by other wind solos. More 
contemplative moments ensue, as in sections of lush string melody or when principal 
strings alternate in slower versions of the main theme, but the overall e!ect is one of 
dancelike luminescence. Boulanger shows a wonderful sense for dramatic buildup and 
relaxation and her groupings of instrumental colors are inspired. The final section 
positively shimmers before its climatic harp glissando and emphatic final chord.
 —©Jane Vial Jaffe
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Selections from Carmen
Georges Bizet
Born in Paris, October 25, 1838; died in Bougival, June 3, 1875
 Bizet’s one-act opera Djamileh had met with failure in 1872, yet the 
directors of the Opéra-Comique, Du Locle and De Leuven, showed their faith in 
Bizet by commissioning a three-act opera. Henri Meilhac and Ludovic Halévy 
were chosen to write the libretto, but Bizet himself chose the subject—Prosper 
Mérimée’s novel Carmen—and the project eventually grew to include a relatively 
short fourth act for the tragic finale. The librettists were enthusiastic, but De 
Leuven was horrified at the thought of Carmen’s risqué character, her being 
killed on stage, and various other “unsuitable” aspects. De Leuven resigned and 
the project went ahead, but it was fraught with delays.

 When the opera eventually opened on March 3, 1875, it met with 
notorious critical censure and audience outrage, yet it was not entirely a failure—
it ran for forty-five performances that season and several the next. Bizet died on 
the night of its thirty-third performance, but not, as perpetrated by myth, of a 
broken heart (or suicide, as was once reported) over Carmen’s failure. He may have 
been unhappy that it was not understood or appreciated in some quarters, but he 
always had his staunch supporters. Nonetheless, it remains infinitely regrettable 
that he did not live to witness Carmen’s astronomical success.

 The Vienna performances in 1875—for which Bizet’s friend Ernest 
Guiraud adapted the spoken dialogue into recitative—initiated its rise outside 
of Paris. Brahms apparently went to hear Carmen twenty times in Vienna, and 
Wagner who was visiting Vienna reportedly remarked, “Here, thank God, at last 
for a change is someone with ideas in his head.” Tchaikovsky’s excitement over the 
opera, which he saw in one of the Opéra-Comique’s last “revival” performances 
in the winter of 1875–76, could hardly be contained. He wrote to Mme von Meck, 
“Carmen is a masterpiece in every sense of the word; that is to say one of those rare 
creations that expresses the e!orts of a whole musical epoch. . . . I am convinced 
that in ten years Carmen will be the most popular opera in the whole world.”

 Carmen’s popularity is now so pervasive that one seems born knowing its 
colorful tunes, each more familiar than the next. Suites, excerpts, and fantasies, 
based on or drawn from the opera have been made for all di!erent instrumental 
combinations, to say nothing of its cartoon, advertising, and other media spin-o!s.

 The story revolves around Carmen, a free-spirited, fiery Romani woman, 
whose passionate seduction of the otherwise dutiful soldier Don José ultimately 
destroys him. José abandons his childhood sweetheart, Micaëla, yet loses Carmen’s 
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love to the glamorous torero Escamillo, after which José kills her in a jealous rage. 

 This evening’s selections begin with Carmen’s famous Habanera, 
“L’amour est un oiseau rebelle” (Love is a rebel bird), which she sings as she 
first enters in Act I. She and the other young women have just gotten off work 
at the cigarette factory, where a crowd of young men awaits them. She sings 
seductively—and prophetically—about the unpredictability of love, f lirting with 
the men and clearly trying to get a reaction from the seemingly indifferent Don 
José. Bizet borrowed the sultry melody from Spanish song composer Sebastián 
Yradier, retaining the key and accompaniment pattern, but changing the melody 
slightly to fit the French words.

 In the duet “Parle-moi de ma mère” (Tell me about my mother) the sweet, 
innocent Micaëla brings Don José a letter and a kiss from his mother back in their 
village. This reminder of home and virtue contrasts sharply with Carmen’s world 
of temptation, passionate love, and jealousy that will lead to tragedy. Later in Act I, 
Carmen sings the Seguidilla, “Près des remparts de Séville” (Near the ramparts of 
Seville), about her taste for free living and loving, thereby seducing Don José. 

 In Act II, at Lillas Pastia’s tavern, Escamillo sings the famous Toreador 
Song, “Votre toast” (Your toast) just before meeting Carmen. He describes his 
adventures in the bullring and the adulation of the crowds. The chorus joins in 
the well-known refrain, “Toréador, en garde,” which had been previewed in the 
Prelude to Act I. Soon Carmen and two other Romani women, Frasquita and 
Mercédès, are joined by the smugglers Le Dancaïre and Le Remendado, who 
reveal their plan for an illicit operation in the Smuggler’s Quintet, “Nous avons 
en tête une affaire” (We have a plan in mind). This light, brisk ensemble number 
provides great contrast to the tragic love story.

 Later in Act II, Don José sings the impassioned Flower Song, “La fleur 
que tu m’avais jetée” (The f lower that you tossed to me), having just returned 
from prison after serving time for letting Carmen herself escape from prison. 
Carmen berates him for saying he must return to his military unit instead of 
staying with her, and, to convince her that he loves her, he sings that the f lower 
she once tossed to him got him through his prison stay.

 In Act III, Carmen and José have been quarreling, and she admits that 
her love for him is fading. In the following Card Trio, “Mêlons! Coupons!” 
(Shuff le! Cut!), Frasquita and Mercédès pass the time by telling their fortunes 
with the cards, happily predicting a future of love and riches. When Carmen 
joins, however, the music darkens and the fate theme returns—she turns up death 
cards for herself and José.
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 Micaëla arrives at the smuggler’s haunt, intimidated by the deserted 
surroundings and frightened by the thought of confronting the dangerous 
Carmen. In her lovely air “Je dis que rien ne m’épouvante” (I say that nothing 
frightens me)—replete with memorable horn parts—she prays for the courage to 
rescue José from Carmen’s bad inf luence.

  José is standing guard for the smugglers when Escamillo arrives looking 
for Carmen, and the two men fight. They are interrupted when the smugglers 
and young women return. The Act III Finale begins with Carmen intervening 
just as José is about to stab Escamillo, thereby saving his life. Escamillo departs, 
inviting everyone to his next bullfight in Seville. Micaëla emerges and pleads 
with José to return home, to which he agrees only when he learns his mother is 
dying. Before departing he warns Carmen that they will meet again. From afar 
Escamillo can be heard singing the Toreador’s Song. This masterful interior 
finale strongly foreshadows the tragic end of the opera—after José stabs Carmen 
in a jealous rage, the Toreador Song is again heard in the distance, Escamillo 
emerges triumphant from the bullring, and José gives himself up. 
 —©Jane Vial Jaffe
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Vinay Parameswaran, Conductor
Internationally recognised for his energetic presence, imaginative programming, 
and compelling musicianship, Vinay Parameswaran is one of the most exciting 
and versatile young conductors on the podium today.

Highlights of the 2024/25 season included his UK debut with the London 
Philharmonic, Philharmonia (London), BBC Symphony, and BBC Philharmonic 
Orchestras, alongside US debuts with the Seattle Symphony and Chicago 
Sinfonietta. In 2025/26, he makes his debut with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
and returns to the Cleveland Orchestra and Symphony San Jose. He also returns to 
the Curtis Institute of Music to conduct Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream and 
leads an ‘Opera in Concert’ project at Manhattan School of Music.

Other recent guest appearances include the Phoenix Symphony, San Antonio 
Philharmonic, Knoxville Symphony, Charlotte Symphony, Houston Symphony, 
Pittsburgh Symphony, Detroit Symphony, Louisville Orchestra, North Carolina 
Symphony, Grant Park Orchestra, Milwaukee Symphony, Jacksonville Symphony, 
and the National Symphony Orchestra, with re-invitations from the Nashville 
Symphony, Eugene Symphony, and Rochester Philharmonic.

From 2017 to 2022, Parameswaran served as Assistant and later Associate 
Conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra, leading numerous concerts each season 
at Severance Hall, the Blossom Music Festival, and on tour. He was previously 
Associate Conductor of the Nashville Symphony, where over three seasons he 
conducted more than 150 performances, including a subscription debut in 2016/17 
with works by Gabriella Smith, Grieg, and Prokofiev.

A strong advocate for music education, he has recently led school and family 
concerts with the Chicago Symphony and New Jersey Symphony, as well as 
projects and performances at leading conservatories including the San Francisco 
Conservatory, Curtis Institute of Music, Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music, and Manhattan School of Music. As Music Director of the Cleveland 
Orchestra Youth Orchestra (2017–2022), he directed an acclaimed four-city 
European tour that featured a performance at the Musikverein in Vienna.

Equally at home in the concert hall, opera house, and recording studio, 
Parameswaran has conducted productions of Mozart’s The Magic Flute, 
Donizetti’s The Elixir of Love, and Janáček’s The Cunning Little Vixen with 
the Curtis Opera Theater. In Cleveland, he assisted Franz Welser-Möst on 
productions of Verdi’s Otello, Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde, and Strauss’s Ariadne 
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auf Naxos. His recordings include Two x Four with the Curtis Ensemble 20/21 
and violinists Jaime Laredo and Jennifer Koh, featuring works by Bach, David 
Ludwig, Philip Glass, and Anna Clyne, as well as digital concerts with the 
Cleveland Orchestra for its streaming platform.

Parameswaran was a Conducting Fellow at the Tanglewood Music Center and 
has participated in masterclasses with David Zinman (National Arts Centre 
Orchestra, Ottawa) and with Marin Alsop and Gustav Meier (Cabrillo Festival of 
Contemporary Music). In 2021, he received a Career Assistance Award from the 
Solti Foundation U.S.

A native of the San Francisco Bay Area, he graduated with honours from Brown 
University with a BA in music and political science, studying conducting with Paul 
Phillips. He went on to earn an Artist Diploma in conducting from the Curtis 
Institute of Music as the Albert M. Greenfield Fellow, studying with renowned 
pedagogue Otto-Werner Mueller. He is currently based in Vancouver, BC.

Felicity Stiverson, Director
Felicity Stiverson’s work as a director/choreographer includes recent productions 
of Princess Ida: The Glow Up (Manhattan School of Music), The Fairy Queen 
(MSM), and Hansel and Gretel (Opera San Antonio and New Orleans Opera). Her 
work as a choreographer includes The Anonymous Lover (Opera Philadelphia), 
Waitress (Engeman Theater), The Cunning Little Vixen (MSM), Susannah (Wolf 
Trap Opera), West Side Story (Weston Playhouse), Orpheus in the Underworld 
(MSM), White Christmas (Weston Playhouse), Buddy (Cape Playhouse), Pippin 
(Weston Playhouse), Singin in the Rain (Weston Playhouse), Turandot (New 
Orleans Opera), The Barber of Seville (Opera San Antonio), Music City Christmas 
(Nashville Symphony), Hair (Weston Playhouse), Sense and Sensibility (Everyman 
Theater), Jekyll and Hyde (WPPAC), and Tenderly (Weston Playhouse). 
Performing credits include the musical Hot Feet on Broadway, national and 
international tours of West Side Story, Grease, Steel Pier, Candide, and My Fair Lady, 
and numerous regional theater and opera productions. Felicity has danced on 
Boardwalk Empire, the Today Show, and 30 Rock. She graduated magna cum laude 
with a degree in English literature from Barnard College, Columbia University. 
She is currently on the dance faculty of Manhattan School of Music. You can 
check out her work and upcoming projects at: felicitystiverson.com.
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Pamela Pangaro, Lighting Supervisor
Pamela Pangaro is a NYC based electrician and designer and is thrilled to be joining 
this little production again. She’s been a proud member of MSM’s Production 
Department since 2019, working on numerous Main Stages and APS shows. Outside 
of MSM they’ve designed for multiple theaters and production companies, including 
most recently for Sundog Theatre, NexGen Youth Theatre, and Thin Air Theatre 
Company. Much love to all those who make MSM’s productions possible!

Joel Harder, Vocal Coach-Pianist
Acclaimed Canadian pianist Joel Harder is sought after as collaborative partner, 
pedagogue, vocal coach, and chamber musician. Equally at home in performance 
of chamber music, song, and operatic repertoire, he has performed at renowned 
venues across North America and Europe. This Fall, Mr. Harder was featured as 
a pianist on Joyce DiDonato’s master class series at Carnegie Hall, filmed live on 
Medici TV. A passionate purveyor of Art Song, Mr. Harder has been a regular artist 
with the Brooklyn Art Song Society (BASS) for 7 years, where he has performed 
works ranging from Schubert song cycles to newly commissioned premieres. Mr. 
Harder received his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in collaborative piano from The 
Juilliard School. In 2015, Mr. Harder joined the faculty at SUNY Binghamton as 
Assistant Professor where he headed up a graduate program in Collaborative Piano, 
and recently joined the artistic faculty at Manhattan School of Music.

Chun-Wei Kang, Vocal Coach-Pianist
Chun-Wei Kang has performed in concerts both as a soloist and ensemble performer 
throughout the United States, Canada, and East Asia. She has appeared on PBS 
Sunday Arts in a showcase for rising young opera singers. She has won several awards 
and scholarships, including the Gwendolyn Koldofsky Memorial Award for “a 
musician who demonstrated outstanding professionalism in collaborative piano.” Ms. 
Kang has served as sta! pianist/coach in the National Music Competition in Taiwan, 
the Canadian 10 Provincial Festival, the Centro Studi Italiani Opera Festival, the 
Summer Opera Program in Tel Aviv, and the International Vocal Arts Institute 
(New York, Virginia, Puerto Rico, and Montreal). She is currently a faculty member 
at OperaWorks and BridgeMusik. At MSM, Chun-Wei Kang was the Music Director 
for the Junior Opera Theatre directed by Catherine Malfitano from 2019 to 2022. She 
also served as Music Director for the Opera Role Preparation Workshop directed 
by Mignon Dunn from 2010 to 2017, and as Assistant Music Director for The Tailor 
of Gloucester. In addition, she was instrumental in starting two summer music 
programs in Taiwan and Singapore and served as both artistic director and faculty 
member from 2016 to 2019.
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Jinhee Park, Vocal Coach-Pianist
Pianist and conductor Jinhee Park (PS ’19 AD ’20) is recognized for her versatility 
across vocal and instrumental repertoire. With soprano Meredith Wohlgemuth, 
she won first prizes at the Schubert International LiedDuo 2023 in Dortmund 
and the Concours International Musical de Montréal 2022 (Art Song Division), 
also receiving best pianist awards at both competitions. As a chamber musician, 
she has served as official pianist for the Concours International Musical 
de Montréal (Violin, 2023) and the Hudson Valley String Competition, and 
performs internationally with artists including Stella Chen and Timothy Chooi. 
As a conductor, she has worked with the NOI+ Festival Orchestra, Lüneburg 
Symphoniker, Saratoga Orchestra of Whidbey Island, Wintergarden Festival 
Ensemble, and a residency with the Escuela Superior de Música y Danza de 
Monterrey and OAcademy Orchestra Institute in Mexico. Jinhee holds Master’s 
and Doctorate degrees from The Juilliard School, following studies at Manhattan 
School of Music and Seoul National University.

Matthieu Cognet, French Diction Coach
French pianist Matthieu Cognet is an active soloist and sought-after chamber 
musician who has performed across Europe, Asia, and the United States at venues 
including Weill Hall at Carnegie Hall, Steinway Hall, and major international 
festivals. He has collaborated with renowned f lutist Carol Wincenc and Grammy 
Award–winning bandoneonist Héctor Del Curto and has appeared as soloist with 
orchestras in the U.S. and Europe. His performances have been broadcast on 
Radio France, RAI, and WFMT Chicago.

A prizewinner of several international competitions, Mr. Cognet holds degrees 
from the Paris and Brussels Conservatories, La Sorbonne, Indiana University, 
and Stony Brook University. He has published a solo piano arrangement of 
Ravel’s La Valse and released three acclaimed albums. He currently serves on 
faculty at Curtis and AVA and is Staff Collaborative Pianist at Juilliard.

Kylie Cottrell, Production Stage Manager
Recent MSM Credits: The Mystery of Edwin Drood (ASM). Outside credits: 
Broadway Bares: Come Out, Come Out (Hammerstein Ballroom), All The Beauty 
in the World (Daryl Roth 2 Theatre), & Macbeth (Purchase Repertory Theater). 
Toi, toi, toi!
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Casey Gibbons, Assistant Stage Manager
Casey Gibbons is a recent graduate from SUNY Purchase, where she received her 
BFA in Theatre Design/Technology with a concentration in stage management. 
Past credits include: Versailles at L’Alliance (Death of Classical), School of American 
Ballet Workshop (Peter Jay Sharp Theater), FIFA Club World Cup Closing Ceremony 
(MetLife Stadium), Lyrics & Lyricists: Louder Than Words (92nd Street Y), Pride and 
Prejudice (Abbott Kaplan Theatre), and the 2025 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. 
She is thankful to MSM for welcoming her so graciously on to this production. 

Si Won Park, Student Assistant Director
MM antic. ’26
Seoul, South Korea
Student of Ruth Golden. 
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CARMEN CAST
Mina Azad 
Carmen
MM antic. ’26 
Houston, Texas 
Student of Ruth Golden

Madeline Berman 
Frasquita
MM antic. ’27 
Burlington, Canada 
Student of Cynthia Hoffmann
Upcoming: Canto Summer Program,  

July 2026

Elena Bimbiloska (BM ’24) 
Mercédès
MM antic. ’26 
Struga, Republic of Macedonia
Student of Catherine Malfitano

Zuhao Chen 
Escamillo 
MM antic. ’27
Ma’anshan City, China
Student of Mark Schnaible 

Yeonkyung Cho 
Chorus
MM antic. ’27 
Seoul, South Korea 
Student of Susan Quittmeyer

Wonjin Choi 
Don José
PPD antic. ’26 
Seoul, South Korea 
Student of Mark Schnaible 
Upcoming: L’elisir d’amore (Nemorino), 

Opera Saratoga 

Ana Maria Griffin Morimoto 
Chorus
MM antic. ’27 
Bronx, New York 
Student of Dimitri Pittas

Carter Bonyeop Gu 
Don José
MM antic. ’27 
Seoul, South Korea 
Student of Cynthia Hoffmann

Travis Guillory 
Chorus
MM antic. ’27 
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Student of Jack Li Vigni

Mai Guo 
Chorus
MM antic. ’27 
Chengdu, China 
Student of Jack Li Vigni 

Ian Harris 
Remendado
MM antic. ’26 
Gilroy, California 
Student of Dimitri Pittas

Hongcen He 
Chorus
MM antic. ’26 
Jiangsu, China 
Student of Ruth Golden

Vaana Zongxi He 
Frasquita 
MM antic. ’26 
Singapore 
Student of Susan Quittmeyer

Yiqian Heng 
Chorus, Carmen role study
PPD antic. ’26 
Anhui, China 
Student of Mark Schnaible 
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Aria Jo 
Chorus 
MM antic. ’26 
Seoul, South Korea 
Student of Christòpheren Nomura

Juan Angel Johnston-Chavez 
(MM ’25)

Dancaïro 
PS antic. ’26
San Jose, California 
Student of Sidney Outlaw
Upcoming: Ohio Light Opera,  

Summer 2026

Skyler La Nier 
Zuniga, Chorus, Escamillo cover 
MM antic. ’26 
Queens, New York 
Student of Sidney Outlaw

Myeongyun Mandy Lee 
Micaëla 
PPD antic. ’27 
Seoul, South Korea 
Student of Mary Dunleavy
Upcoming: MSM Opera Workshop 

(Cendrillon), Chicago Summer Opera 

Siyuan Li 
Chorus
MM antic. ’26 
Shandong, China 
Student of Susan Quittmeyer

Shengyang Lin 
Morales, Chorus 
MM antic. ’26 
Wenzhou, China 
Student of James Morris

Ruochen Liu 
Remendado
MM antic. ’26 
Beijing, China 
Student of Mark Schnaible 

Xingyu Liu 
Chorus 
MM antic. ’26 
Chongqing, China 
Student of Joan Patenaude-Yarnell

Zhiyi Mao
Chorus 
MM antic. ’26 
Chengdu, China 
Student of Joan Patenaude-Yarnell

Giovanna Mercurio (BM ’25) 
Chorus
MM antic. ’27 
Redding, California 
Student of Mary Dunleavy
Upcoming: Die Zauberflöte (Pamina), 

Berlin Opera Academy

Patrycja Posluszna 
Micaëla 
MM antic. ’27 
Brooklyn, New York
Student of Jack Li Vigni
Upcoming: Institute for Young 

Dramatic Voices, Nevada,  
Summer 2026

Brendon Rapushaj (BM ’25) 
Dancaïro 
MM antic. ’27 
Bronx, New York 
Student of Dimitri Pittas
Upcoming: Chautauqua Opera 

Conservatory, July 2026

Ziwei Matthew Ren 
Chorus, Don José role study 
MM antic. ’27 
Sydney, Australia 
Student of Jack Li Vigni
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Huxley Robb 
Chorus
MM antic. ’27 
New York, New York 
Student of Christòpheren Nomura

Miryoung Song 
Chorus
MM antic. ’26 
Seoul, South Korea 
Student of Susan Quittmeyer

Hanqing Su 
Chorus 
MM antic. ’27 
Jinan, China 
Student of Jack Li Vigni

Jillian Tam 
Mercédès
MM antic. ’27 
Vancouver, Canada 
Student of Cynthia Hoffmann
Upcoming: L’Orfeo (La Speranza),  

Early Music Vancouver 

Xuru Wang 
Chorus
MM antic. ’26 
Hangzhou, China 
Student of Ruth Golden

Yilin Wang 
Carmen
MM antic. ’26 
Beijing, China 
Student of Mark Schnaible
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OPERA AT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
Manhattan School of Music opera productions have been praised as a significant 
contribution to operatic life in New York City, and numerous performances 
have been released as commercial recordings. Opera is a significant feature of 
the vocal performance experience at MSM. All voice students participate in 
ensembles, and opera experience is available through a rich variety of opera 
related programs  
and courses. 

Graduate students develop their artistry under the guidance of eminent artist 
teachers, while gaining exposure before New York City audiences through the 
many performance opportunities MSM offers. Productions each year include two 
full operas with orchestra on the Neidorff-Karpati stage; a new fall opera scenes 
series; a new fall chamber opera-level production; a fall Opera Workshop to hone 
audition and professional skills; a new spring Opera in Concert collaboration 
with the MSM Symphony Orchestra; a workshop of a new work or a workshop 
performance of a one-act opera; and a Musical Theatre Lab. 

Juniors and seniors participate in a fall opera scenes program that explores a 
wide variety of styles and languages while developing important artistic and 
collaborative skills. In the spring, they audition to appear in a fully staged 
production with chamber orchestra, or in a one-act opera or cabaret-style 
performance with piano.

Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts 
Kristen Kemp, Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts 

OPERA IN CONCERT PERSONNEL
David Callahan, Production Manager
Keaton Viavattine, Associate Production Manager 
Junior Diaz, Production Supervisor 
Chloe Levy, Assistant Wardrobe Supervisor
Baker Overstreet, Props Assistant
David Philyaw and Alex Michels, Follow-Spot Operator
Gunnar Rorholm, Run Crew/Stage Hand

Steven Jude Tietjen, Supertitles Author and Operator
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MSM VOCAL ARTS FACULTY AND STAFF
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts

Voice Faculty 
Edith Bers
Harolyn Blackwell
Mary Dunleavy
Ruth Golden
Cynthia Ho! mann
Jack LiVigni
Catherine Malfi tano
Marlena Malas*
James Morris
Christòpheren Nomura

Mark Oswald†

Sidney Outlaw
Joan Patenaude-Yarnell
Maitland Peters†

Dimitri Pittas
Susan Quittmeyer
Neil Rosenshein†

Mark Schnaible
Cyndia Sieden

OPERA THEATRE
Kristen Kemp, Head of Music in Opera for Vocal Arts

Opera Theatre Vocal 
Coaching Staff 

Manuel Arellano
Travis Bloom
Jeremy Chan
Joel Harder
Chun-Wei Kang
Kristen Kemp
Jackson McKinnon
Djordje Nesic
LeAnn Overton
Jinhee Park
Eric Sedgwick
Shane Schag

Graduate Opera 
Workshop Class  

Gordon Ostrowski  

2025–26 Conductors 
and Music Directors 

Rakefet Hak
George Manahan
Jackson McKinnon
Djordje Nesic
Vinay Parameswaran
Michael Sakir
Shane Schag

Diction  
Donna Gill
Derrick Go! 
Kathryn LaBou! 
Katherine Lerner Lee
Glenn Morton
Nils Neubert

Vocal Literature and 
Chamber Music 

Raymond Beegle†

Joanne Chang
Miriam Charney
Kenneth Merrill
Thomas Muraco*
Djordje Nesic
Nils Neubert
Mark Pakman
Jinhee Park

Graduate Performance 
Techniques 

Miriam Charney  
Mignon Dunn†  
Cynthia Ho! mann  
Catherine Malfi tano
A. Scott Parry 

Undergraduate First- 
and Second-Year 
Performance Class

Mary Dunleavy
Christopher Herbert
Timothy McDevitt 

Acting, Movement, 
and Vocal Wellness

C. Alexander
Mamie Duncan-Gibbs
Yehuda Hyman
A. Scott Parry
Tami Petty
Felicity Stiverson

MSM Chorale and 
Chamber Choir 

Deborah Simpkin King
Daniel Navarette-Estassi

† Faculty Emeritus/a       *Deceased   

Collaborative Piano 
Faculty

John Forconi, Chair
Myra Huang  
Thomas Lausmann  
Kenneth Merrill  
Heasook Rhee
Bryan Wagorn 

2025–26 Stage 
Directors  

Katherine M. Carter
Janine Morita Colletti
Rebecca Jo Loeb
Timothy McDevitt
A. Scott Parry
John de los Santos
Felicity Stiverson
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ABOUT THE ORCHESTRAL 
STUDIES PROGRAM
In the tradition of the classical music conservatory, the orchestral studies 
program at MSM forms the heart of the performing experience for classical 
instrumentalists. All students, placed by competitive audition, participate in a 
variety of orchestral projects under the guidance of George Manahan, Director 
of Orchestral Activities, and JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies and 
Orchestral Performance. 

Students play in a variety of orchestral formats, giving them ample opportunity 
to develop their audition and ensemble technique, broaden their knowledge of 
orchestral repertoire, and perform at New York City venues such as Carnegie 
Hall, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and Merkin 
Concert Hall. Winners of the School’s annual Eisenberg–Fried Concerto 
Competition perform with the orchestras as soloists.

In addition to Maestro Manahan, the orchestras work regularly with Leonard 
Slatkin, Distinguished Visiting Artist in Conducting and Orchestral Studies, and 
guest conductors such as Joshua Gersen, Mei-Ann Chen, and JoAnn Falletta.

George Manahan, Director of Orchestral Activities 

JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies and Orchestral Performance
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MSM PERFORMANCE AND PRODUCTION OPERATIONS
Madeline Lucas Tolliver, Dean of Performance and Production Operations 

Performance Operations
Edward Gavitt, Assistant Dean

for Artistic Operations
Jacob Poulos, Performance and Production

Operations Assistant Director 

Matthew Ward, Co-Chair and Co-Artistic
Advisor of Contemporary Performance
and Manager of Percussion

Performance Library
Dr. Manly Romero, Performance Librarian
Clara Cho, Assistant Manager and

Precollege Librarian
Serena Hsu, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
Jihyun Baik, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant
Jianing Song, Performance Library Doctoral Assistant

Piano Technical Services
Richard Short, Associate Director
Victor Madorsky, Performance Tuner/Technician
Hide Onishi, Chief Concert Technician

Scheduling and Patron Services
Ramon Tenefrancia, Associate Director for Scheduling and Patron Services
Veronica Mak, Patron Services and Artistic Sta!  Coordinator
Clayton Matthews, Scheduling and Recitals Associate
Gileann Tan, Scheduling and Rentals Associate

The Orto Center for Distance Learning and Recording Arts
Chris Shade, Assistant Dean for The Orto Center
David Marsh, Assistant Director 

for The Orto Center
Pat Cupo, Instructional Designer & Interim 

Director of Online Programs
for Distance Learning and Recording Arts

Ryan Yacos, Operations Manager 
for The Orto Center

Dan Rorke, Chief Recording Engineer
Kevin Bourassa, Recording Engineer
Tyler Neidermayer, Recording Engineer
Bryant Blackburn, Recording Engineer
Dawood Ghauri, Network Systems Engineer

Theatrical and Concert Production
Christina Teichroew, Assistant Dean 

for Theatrical Production
Matthew J. Stewart, Assistant Dean 

for Concert Production
Kathryn Miller, Associate Director

of Theatrical Operations
Stefano Brancato, Associate Director

of Theatrical Design
Chanel Byas, Production Manager
David Callahan, Production Manager
Josi Petersen Brown, Theatrical

Production Ensembles Manager
Michèle Carter-Cram, Theatrical Productions

Administrative Assistant
Hunter Lorelli, Large Ensembles Manager
Logan Reid, Performance and 

Production Operations Associate
Raiah Rofsky, Instrumental Ensembles Associate

Charlotte Shi, Scenic Coordinator
Lee Lord, Costume and Wardrobe Supervisor
Joshua Larrinaga-Yocom, Props Supervisor
Andres Diaz Jr., Production Supervisor
Tyler Donahue, Assistant Production Supervisor
Pamela Pangaro, Lighting Supervisor
Dash Lea, Production Coordinator
Eric Miller, Production Coordinator
Patrick St. John, Production Coordinator
David Philyaw, Lead Technician
Joshua J Groth, Associate Production Manager
Keaton Viavattine, Associate Production Manager
Baker Overstreet, Prop Assistant
Paul Birtwistle, Prop Assistant
Jessie Tidball, Prop Artisan
Chloe Levy, Assistant Costume 

and Wardrobe Supervisor
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UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS

A P R  1 4  |  T U E S !
MSM GRADUATE OPERA THEATRE    

New American Songbook Cabaret    
Shane Schag (PS ’02), Music Director  
Timothy McDevitt, Director

A P R I L  16 –1 9  |  T H U R S – S U N
MSM GRADUATE OPERA THEATRE

Dark Sisters
MUSIC BY NICO MUHLY
LIBRETTO BY STEPHEN K AR AM

Rakefet Hak (MM ’97), Conductor
Janine Morita Colletti, Director
April 16–18 | THURS–SAT | 7:30
April 19 | SUN | 2 PM
Ades Performance Space
$15 adults, $10 non-MSM students and seniors

MSM Opera Theatre is made possible in part by the Joseph F. McCrindle Endowment for Opera 
Productions.

A P R  21  &  2 2  |  T U E S  &  W E D!
MSM UNDERGRADUATE OPERA THEATRE    

La Périchole 
MUSIC BY JACQUES OFFENBACH 
LIBRETTO BY HENRI MEILHAC AND LUDOVIC HALÉV Y 

Jackson McKinnon, Conductor    
John de los Santos, Director 
7:30 PM The Riverside Theatre   
$15 adults, $10 non-MSM students and seniors  

A P R  3 0 – M AY  3  |  T H U R S – S U N   !
MSM GRADUATE OPERA THEATRE  

La clemenza di Tito 
MUSIC BY WOLFGANG MOZART AND LIBRETTO BY CATERINO MAZZOL À 

George Manahan (BM ’73, MM ’76), Conductor 
A. Scott Parry, Director  
APR 30 – May 2 | THURS – SAT  | 7:30 PM   
May 3 | SUN  | 2 PM   
Neidorff-Karpati Hall    
$30 adults, $15 non-MSM students and seniors  

For more information, visit MSMNYC.EDU/PERFORMANCE
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC DONORS
Gifts received in FY 2025 (July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025)

Manhattan School of Music is deeply grateful to the community of generous donors who support our commitment to 
excellence in education, performance, and creative activity and to the cultural enrichment of the larger community. 
For more information about giving opportunities, please contact Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy, at 
917-493-4115 or smadden@msmnyc.edu.

$1 Million and above
Noémi K. Neidor!  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) 

$500,000 to $999,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Stanford N. Sesser Trust

$200,000 to $499,999
Brody Family Fund
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Han Jo and Busra Kim
David G. Knott and Françoise 

Girard / McKinsey & Company
Estate of Charlotte Mayerson

$100,000 to $249,999
Ilse Gordon
Estate of Warren La! redo
Estate of Margaret Park Mautner
The Solomon Gadles Mikowsky 

Charitable Foundation
Anthony Napoli
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$50,000 to $99,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Estate of Elizabeth G. Beinecke
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Nancy Freund Heller and Je! rey Heller
Dominique La! ont
Peter Luerssen / Maecenata Foundation
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
The Rubin-Ladd Foundation
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
An Anonymous Donor
Augustine Foundation 
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Dr. Andre H Clavel Charitable Foundation
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
The Enoch Foundation 
Clark R. Green Charitable Foundation
Carol B. Grossman 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton 
Jephson Educational Trusts 
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23) 
New York State Council on the Arts
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
The Rochlis Family Foundation
The Fan Fox and 

Leslie R. Samuels Foundation 
Estate of Harold Schonberg
Mónica and Angel Sosa
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

Paul Tse (MM ’75) and 
Hye-Young Choi (PD ’76)

Shalini P. Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)
Nanar and Tony Yoselo! 

$10,000 to $24,999
Two Anonymous Donors
Joyce Aboussie
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation 
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and Danielle 

Wiener-Bronner / Google
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Charitybuzz
Ernest Chung & Mary Lee
Aris Economides and Heike Doerr
Chloe Flower (P ’00)
Estate of Kenneth R. Force
Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72)
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Jane A. Gross 
Sylvia Hemingway
J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of New York
The Jin Hua Foundation
Max Kade Foundation
Ruth M. Knight Foundation 
Gina C. Malin and Reilly Tierney
MSM Korean Alumni Association
The Walter W. Naumburg Foundation
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ’23)
Carl and Aviva Saphier
Chiona Xanthopoulou Schwarz 
Mari and Kenneth Share
Elena Voltolina and Maurizio D. Bianco
Kurt Weill Foundation for Music
Angela Rose White
Michelle Deal Winfi eld and 

Claude L. Winfi eld

$5,000 to $9,999
The ASCAP Foundation 
Ed Annunziato
The Hilaria and Alec 

Baldwin Foundation
Rohyt Belani and Vidula Pant
Bond Schoeneck & King
Veronica Bulgari
Chartwells Dining Services 
Estate of Morton B. Cohen
Complete Mechanical Solutions
Jennifer and Matthew Crossland
Catherine and Michael Diefenbach
EALgreen
Daniel Epstein†

Eric Gronningsater
Howard Herring (MM ’78, HonDMA ’15)
J & J Flooring
Christopher Yoo Suk Kim 

(BM ’90, MM ’92)
Patinka Kopec† and Jay Selman 
Joan B. Levine, DDS
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation 
The Arthur L. Loeb Foundation 
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Pedro and Maria McDougal
Jason Mraz Foundation
Huiying Mu and Li Zhang
Barbara (P ’89) and Dermot O’Reilly
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan Rahm 
Lucie Robert† and Je! rey Cohen†

Arthur T. and Beverly Shorin
Michael Stewart
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
The Vigeland Family
Nils Vigeland
The Wonderful Foundation
The Lucille and Jack Yellen Foundation

$2,500 to $4,999 
An Anonymous Donor
Advanced Home Audio
Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu
Elizabeth A. Browne
Steven Dawson
Susan Elizabeth Deaver (BM ’75, 

MM ’76, DMA ’94)†

Shirley Brumbaugh Dillard (MM ’77)
Leon Lee Dorsey (MM ’86)
Eagan Family Foundation
Emerson Rogers
Evco Mechanical Corporation
Alexander Farivar and Kimberly Riehle
Janet F. Frank (’65)
General Plumbing Corporation
Hans Gesell 
Joyce Griggs†

Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
Peter L. Horvath (BM ’64, MM ’65) 
IDB Bank
Nikhil Iyengar and Dr. Meera Mani
Cecile Reyes-Jim (MM ’74)

and Guan-Kooi Jim
Michael A. Kaplan (’91)
Chloe Ki! er (MM ’14, PS ’15)†

and Alexandre Moutouzkine 
(MM ’03, PS ’05, AD ’06)†

Zuoliang Liu (MM ’14, PS ’15, DMA ’22)
Lubrano Ciavarra Architects
Peter and Ayumi Manda
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
Judy and Ed Newman
O#  ce of the Manhattan 

Borough President
James J. Petercsak (BM 

’66, MM ’68) 

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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Bennett Pologe
The Presser Foundation 
Barbara L. Reissman
Mary S. Riebold 
RIK Electric Corporation 
Patrick and Marti Ritto
Irene Schultz
The Thomas P. and 

Cynthia D. Sculco Foundation
Howard Sendrovitz and David Sinclair
Adrienne and Gianluigi Vittadini
The Widder Foundation
Victoria Fasani Williams (BM ’70, MM ’71)

$1,000 to $2,499
Five Anonymous Donors
Pamela Averick
Gabrielle Bamberger 
Michael A. Bamberger 
Eric M. Katz and Susan Barbash
Mary Baroutakis
Henrico Bautista
John Lee Beatty
Karen Bedrosian-Richardson
Wayne Bellet / Bellet Construction 
Ginger and John Bessonette
Bright Power
Virginia Brody
Noreen Buckfi re
Lawrence and Barbara Cagney
Ryan Cain
Laurie Carney†

Xilun Chen
Claremont Hall
Misty Copeland Foundation
The Cowles Charitable Trust
Toby and Les Crystal
D’Addario & Co
Michael R. and Nina I. Douglas
Dianne Flagello 

(BM’ 52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99) 
Donis G. Flagello
Judith Friedman
Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner
Naomi L. Gerber and Leonard B. See! 
Karen and Phil Glick
Michael and Deborah Goldberg
Marsha Gordon and Javier Garcia
Ann Gottlieb
Tom and Bobbie Gottschalk
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Joanne Greenspun 
Jerald and Madelon Grobman
Jocelyn and James R. Gross
Valborg (MM ’71) and 

Robert (BM ’72) Gross
Laura A. Hamilton (BM ’81, MM ’82, 

DMA ’84) and Lanny Paykin
Debra and Steven Hanks / Amgen
Hansoree 
Daniel and Julia Hirschberg
Jack (BM ’63) and Helga Katz
Millen Katz (BM ’74, MM ’75) 

and Patricia Anders 
Dan and Gloria Kearney
Michael Keller (BM ’71)
Michael J. Kokola 
Jose Landauro
Christiana M. Leonard

George Long
Alan Lurie
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation 
Thomas Maguire (BM ’66)
Michael M. McClellan (MM ’81)
Linda McKnight 
Amy and Philip Mezey
Leslie Middlebrook Moore (MM ’78)
Michelle and John Morris
Je! rey and Hanna Moskin
Inmo and Michael Parlo! †

Joanne Polk (DMA ’90)† and 
Je! rey Langford†

Jonathan Raskin
Robert and Regina J. Rheinstein (MM ’79)
The Rodgers & Hammerstein Foundation
Amy S. Rosen (MM ’76) and 

Arthur Weisberg 
Mary and Morris Rossabi
Asli Rustemli and Hakan 

Altintepe / IBM
Peter Santogade (BM ’82)
Claire and John Sarno
Anthony Scelba (BM ’70, MM ’71) 
Catherine Sharkey and Ina Bort
Gaurav and Sawako Shukla
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)† 
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Ted Smith 
Annaliese Soros 
Richard W. Southwick
William M. Stein, Jr.
Richard Stewart
John Sweeney (BM ’78, MM ’85)*
Telebeam Telephone Systems
Robin and Tom Trynin
Mallory and Diana Walker
John Walton (’79)
Ronald G. Weiner
Daniel E. Weiss 
Martine and Ronan Wicks
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84) 
David J. Wolfsohn (DMA ’84)

$500 to $999
Three Anonymous Donors
Louis E. Alexander (MM ’79)
Approved Oil of Brooklyn
The Bagby Foundation for the 

Musical Arts 
Rosalinda and Norland Berk
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, 

DMA ’98) 
Michael E. Bitz (P ’90)
Cynthia Boxrud (BM ’78) and Scott Powell
George Braverman
Angela M. Brown (MM ’81)
Carol Ingall and Stephan Brumberg
Amane and Stephan Brun
Robert Canning
Bonnie and David Cantor
Fang-Ru and Shih-Fu Chang
Ted Chapin (HonDMA ’24)
Linda Chesis†

Katherine Deans and William Conger
Walid M. Dardir (’92)
Allan J. Dean (BM ’59)
Mary Dearborn

Harold Dubro! 
Gale Epstein
Michael Fordney
Marc and Ronnie Fox
Barry Goldberg
Ruth Golden†

Jennifer Green (BM ’87, MM ’89) 
and Mitchell Kahan

Hong Guo and Jing He
Kathleen B. Haskins
Cynthia Ho! mann†

Elizabeth Hutchins
Maureen D. Hynes (BM ’74, MM ’75)†

Herve M. Jacquet
Jacqueline M. Johnson (BM ’15)
Chang K. Lee
Ira M. Lieberman (’56)
Susan Madden†

Maria Magliaro Politano (MM ’78)
Nicholas Mann†

Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Elizabeth McCabe
Mary Beth and James P. McCarthy 

(BM ’63, MM ’64) 
Ann M. McKinney (MM ’81)
Kathleen McNenny
Barbara Babcock Millhouse
Frank Montaturo
Nathan Mortimer†

Margaret and John Muller
Marjorie Neuwirth 
Mimi and Je!  Norman
Susan Quittmeyer (MM ’78)† 

and James Morris†

Heasook Rhee†

Kristin and Julian Salgado
Eve M. Schooler
Sentinel Technologies
Inesa Sinkevych (PS ’06, DMA ’10)†

Robert and Victoria Sirota
Tamara and Michael Sload
Ying Huang and Qianli Song
James Stalzer (BM ’78, MM ’79) 
Jane Startz and Peter Barton
David J. Tancredi (MM ’76)
Catherine Traykovski
Bing Wang (MM ’91, HonDMA ’23)

$250 to $499
Four Anonymous Donors
Actors’ Equity Foundation
Roslyn Allison & Bert Lewen
Cathy and Robert Altholz
Philip Ardell
Karen Faust Baer and Paul Baer 
Peter Basquin (MM ’67)
Viktor and Tammy Berberi
Martha Todd Blaine (BM ’68)
Etty Bousso
Madge Briggs
Richard B. Carr (MM ’75)
Dalmo (’58, ’61) and Elizabeth Carra
Olivia Casriel Foundation
Vincent Celenza
Annette Coco (BM ’73, MM ’74) 
Cosmos Communications
Gary Stephens and Swati Desai
Michael Devine (MM ’80)
Michael and Marjorie Engber 

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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Frederic Engelbrecht
Daniel D. Farrey
Laura J. Greenwald (DMA ’98) 
Adam Hockman
Judith and Leonard Hyman
Anthony Iannaccone (BM ’66, MM ’68)
Jacqueline Venable Jordan (BM ’81)
Sharon R. Kahn
Stanley King
Judith Klotz
Stephen J. Kornstein
Ellen Lapson
Gary Trout and Kenneth Latsch
Andrew Lipsky

Catherine Malfi tano (BM ’71)†

Stephen and Linda Mantone
Karen McAuley and Jim Klausen
The Rev. Andy McQuery 

(BM ’98, MM ’00)
Judith Moore 
Ellen Freilich and Mark Pakman
Anek Pooviriyakul and Evelyn C. Uy
Richard Presser†

Dmitry Rachmanov
Lisa Raskin Sofi eld
Reliable O#  ce Solutions
Jarvis and Mary Jo Ryals
Mikhail Seleznev

William Spitzig
Anne Teshima
Nickolas and Liliana Themelis
Julia C. Tobey (’67)
Mimi Tompkins†

Dorothy Toung
Rebecca C. Tracy
Katharina Volk 
Stephen L. Wailes
Caroline and Rodney Hine

We also gratefully recognize the 
408 donors of gifts under $250.

The Applause Society recognizes the steadfast and loyal support of foundations and individuals who have made gifts 
to the School each and every year for 10 years or more. 

We have made every e! ort to list MSM donors accurately. If your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an 
inaccuracy, please contact Jake Levyns in the Philanthropy O#  ce at 917-493-4490, or at jlevyns@msmnyc.edu.

THE SECOND CENTURY CAMPAIGN
Gifts received since July 1, 2018

Donors who have made endowment gifts to the School’s Second Century Campaign are helping to ensure a bright 
future for an extraordinary institution, one that has marshaled the talents and shaped the lives of accomplished and 
passionate musicians across the globe for more than a century.

$3,000,000
Cate Ryan Estate

$2,000,000
Michael Neidor!  (HonDMA ’17)* and
Noémi Neidor!  

(BM ’70, MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)

$1,000,000 to $1,999,999
Gart Family Foundation
Philip Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85) Estate
Carol Lieberman
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

$750,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Maurice Eisenstadt Estate

$500,000 to $749,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Christianne Orto Estate

$250,000 to $499,999
Lorraine Gallard
Eric Gronningsater
Jane A. Gross
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Catherine Prince Trust
Robert Sharon (’79)

$200,000 to $249,000
Brody Family Fund
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Carol B. Grossman
Han Jo and Busra Kim
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65)
Charlotte Mayerson Estate

Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Twiford Foundation

$100,000 to $199,999
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable Foundation
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
Ilse Gordon
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Donald Hamilton
Warren La! redo Estate
Linda and Tobia Mercuro*
Anthony Napoli
PwC Charitable Foundation
Susan Rochlis
Paul and Joanne Schnell
Steven P. Singer and Alan Salzman
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation
The Widder Foundation

$75,000 to $99,999
Gabrielle Bamberger
The Chisholm Foundation
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation
Claude and Michelle D. Winfi eld

$50,000 to $74,999
Allen H. and Selma W. Berkman 

Charitable Trust
David (HonDMA ’07) and Susan Rahm
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Anna Bulgari Estate
Shirley Katz Cohen Estate
Chloe Flower (P ’00)
Dominique La! ont

So-Chung Shinn Lee 
(MM ’19, PS ’21, PPD ’24)

The Frederick Loewe Foundation
Susan Madden†

Perpetual Kindness Foundation
Yvonne and Howard Tsao

$25,000 to $49,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)*
Nancy Heller
Marquis George MacDonald Foundation
The Clement Meadmore Foundation
The Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation
The Rochlis Family Foundation
The Rohatyn Group
Horace Silver Foundation / Jemela Mwelu
Theodore E. Somerville (’78)
Harold and Ruth Stern Estate
Nils Vigeland

$10,000 to $24,999
Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation
Alex Assoian Music Project
Michael Bamberger
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and 

Danielle Wiener-Bronner
Irene Schultz

Up to $9,999
John K. Blanchard (MM ’89)†

George S. Braverman
Xilun Chen
Je! rey Cohen† and Lucie Robert†

Dan Epstein†

Dianne Flagello 
(BM ’52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99)

Donis G. Flagello
Adolphus Hailstork 

(BM ’63, MM ’65, HonDMA ’19)
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THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT / 
NEIDORFF-KARPATI HALL RENOVATION 
The Centennial Project was an ambitious program of improvements to the School’s architecturally distinguished 
campus coinciding with MSM’s 100th anniversary. The centerpiece of the Project was the renovation of Neidorff-
Karpati Hall, which has been transformed into a state-of-the-art venue to showcase our talented students. The 
Project also included a dramatic and welcoming new campus entrance on Claremont Avenue, new practice rooms, 
and an expansion of the main entryway and lobby.

Anchor Gift
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and   

Noémi K. Neidor!  (BM ’70,  
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) / Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$2 million and above
City of New York

$250,000 to $499,999
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton  
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard 
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation 
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Melody Sawyer Richardson 
Sceneworks Studios 

$150,000 to $249,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 

and Marco Pecori 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)

$100,000 to $149,000
Ed Annunziato 
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Linda and Toby Mercuro* 
Michelle Ong/First Initiative 

Foundation Limited 

$50,000 to $99,999 
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio 
Jane A. Gross 
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Maria E. Salgar 
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz 
Mónica and Angel Sosa 
Maria and Guillermo F. Vogel 

$25,000 to $49,999 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis 
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)* 
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09) 
Nancy Freund Heller and Je! rey Heller 
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
McKinsey & Company 

Margot and Adolfo* Patron 
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13) 

and Cindy McTee 
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$10,000 to $24,999 
Joyce Aboussie 
Joan (HonDMA ’14) and Alan 

Ades-Taub Family Foundation 
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Chartwells 
Sharon E. Daley-Johnson 

(BM ’88, MM ’89) 
Evco Mechanical Corporation 
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS 

(ret.) (BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 
Ruth Golden† 
Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Warren Jones 
Henry A. Kissinger and   

Nancy M. Kissinger (’54) 
Orin O’Brien† 
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Carl and Aviva Saphier 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff

FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Founder’s Society honors the extraordinary generosity of the following individuals and institutions whose 
cumulative giving to Manhattan School of Music exceeded $250,000 (as of June 30, 2025). These exceptional 
donors enable MSM to provide world-class conservatory training to immensely talented students. We are deeply 
grateful for their special dedication to the School’s mission and culture of artistic excellence and musicianship.

$10 million and above
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and 

Noémi K. Neidor!  (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)/Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$5 million to $10 million
G. Chris Andersen and

SungEun Han-Andersen

$1 to $5 million
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14) and 

Alan M. Ades (HonDMA ’10)*
The ASCAP Foundation
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
The ELMA Philanthropies
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
Gart Family Foundation
Gordon K. Greenfi eld*
Gordon and Harriet

Greenfi eld Foundation

Estate of Jacqueline Kacere
Estate of Phillip Kawin
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Estate of Dora Zaslavsky Koch
Carol Lieberman
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal

(HonDMA ’23)
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata Foundation
Alfred* and Claude Mann
Joseph F. McCrindle Foundation

and Estate of Joseph F. McCrindle
Estate of Homer Mensch
Miller Family Foundation
William R. Miller*
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Octavian Society
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Susan and David Rahm (HonDMA ’07)
Estate of Cathleen A. Ryan
Harold and Helene Schonberg Trust
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 

Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Helen F. Whitaker Fund

$500,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Altman Foundation
Rose L. Augustine* and

Augustine Foundation
Nancy Terner Behrman*/

Fund for Individual Potential
Elizabeth G. Beinecke*
Mary Owen Borden Foundation
Estate of Ruth Chatfi eld
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Michael W. Greene*
Eric Gronningsater
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton
Jewish Foundation for

Education of Women

Michael Keeney
Alan Lurie
Mike and Lynn McClellan

Jane Olian and Donna Gill, for Classical 
Singing and New York in June

Oli!  and Waxenbaum Families

Jonathan Raskin
John K. Smith
Steinway & Sons
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Anonymous Donors (2)
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61)
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
John B. Albright*
Louis E. Alexander (MM ’79)
Frank Bamberger
Gabrielle Bamberger
Alan (’66, ’87) and Barbara Barry
Renée Bash
Peter Basquin (MM ’67)
Hans G. Bauer*
Elizabeth Beinecke*
Thomas Hughes Bell*
Yvette Benjamin
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Blanche Heisler-Blitstein (MM ’52)
Louis M. Bonifati (BM ’74, MM ’85)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Larry Campbell (’69)
Matilda Cascio*
Ruth Chatfi eld*
Annette Coco (BM ’73, MM ’74)
James B. Coker (MM ’96)
Barbara Fay Cox (BM ’58, MM ’60)*
Alex Davis*
Michael Devine and George L. Evans
Mario di Lonardo
Maurice Eisenstadt*
J. S. Ellenberger*
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
Jonathan Fey*
Dianne (BM’ 52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99) 

and Nicolas* Flagello
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.) 

(BM ’64, MM’65)*
Janet F. Frank (’65)
Rabbi Mordecai Genn

Hans Gesell
Nathan Gilbert (BM ’53)*
Lillian Giskin (’38)*
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
John M. Gotwalt*
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marian Greathouse (BM ’77)
Valborg (MM ’71) 

and Robert (BM ’72) Gross
Holly Hall
Heather A. Hamilton (MM ’93, MM ’95)
Laura A. Hamilton 

(BM ’81, MM ’82, DMA ’84)
Carolyn Zepf Hagner (MM ’69)
Grace Ho! man*
Shirley Katz-Cohen*
Phillip N. Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85)*
Diane Kettering (BM ’78)
Alan M. (BM ’58, MM ’59)* and Karen 

Schiebler Knieter (MM ’68)
Doris Konig
Warren La! redo (’59)*
Eva Lang (MM ’54)*
Gail R. Levine, Ph.D
Robert Ira Lewy*
Carol Lieberman
Susan Madden†

Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Ursula Mamlok*
Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Shigeru Matsuno
Margaret Park Mautner*
Charlotte Mayerson*
Claire Meyer
Solomon Mikowsky†*
Warren R. Mikulka
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)

Barbara (P ’89) and Dermot O’Reilly
Christianne Orto*
Walter P. Pettipas*
Anthony Posk (BM ’64)
John A. and Catherine Prince*
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
Barbara L. Reissman
Robert and Regina J. 

Rheinstein (MM ’79)
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Mary S. Riebold
Susan Rochlis
Evelyn Ronell
Ted (BM ’81, MM ’83) and 

Lesley Rosenthal
Penelope Russiano! *
Cathleen A. Ryan*
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Gerald J. Sebesky (BM ’62, MM ’63)
Stanford N. Sesser*
Alex Shapiro (’83)
Robert Sharon (’79)
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)†

Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Allen Lee Smith (BM ’77)
Theodore E. Somerville, Esq. (’78)
Amy R. Sperling
Carleton B. Spotts (BM ’53, MM ’59)*
Jonathan Sternberg*
Sondra Tammam (BM ’73)
Hetty Te Korte (BM ’59, MM ’60)*
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines
Nils Vigeland
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84)
Dr. Theo George Wilson
Claude Worrell (MM ’59)*

GALAXY SOCIETY
Members of the Galaxy Society ensure the future of Manhattan School of Music through inclusion of the School in 
their long-range financial and estate plans. We are grateful for their vision and generosity, which helps ensure that 
MSM continues to thrive into the next century and enables aspiring young artists to reach for the stars.

Estate of Kellogg Johnson
Estate of Marga King
Ruth M. Knight Foundation
Estate of Edith Kriss
A. L. and Jennie L. Luria Foundation
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Estate of Viola B. Marcus
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Linda Bell Mercuro* and

Toby Mercuro*
Solomon Mikowsky*
Ambrose Monell Foundation
Estate of Christianne Orto
Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation
Sceneworks Studio
Stanford N. Sessor*
Twiford Foundation

$250,000 to $499,999
An Anonymous Donor
Annie Laurie Aitken Charitable Trust
Estate of C. J. Stuart Allan
Amato Opera Theater
Ed Annunziato

Arts and Letters Foundation
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation
Michael R. Bloomberg
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Edgar Foster Daniels*
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Ervika Foundation
Cecilia and John Farrell
Estate of Ellen G. Fezer
First Initiative Foundation/Michelle Ong
Yveta S. Gra!  *
Jane A. Gross
Carol B. Grossman
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Nancy Freund Heller and Je! rey Heller
Estate of Rea F. Hooker
Jephson Educational Trusts
Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation

Anna-Maria and Stephen 
Kellen Foundation

Han Jo and Busra Kim
Estate of Anna Case Mackay
National Endowment for the Arts
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54)
New York State Higher Education 

Capital Matching Grant Board
Henry Nias Foundation
Catherine Prince Trust
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Jody and Peter Robbins
The Rochlis Family Foundation
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Robert B. Sharon (’79)
Evelyn Sharp Foundation
The Starr Foundation
Surdna Foundation
Patrick N. W. Turner
Estate of Rosalie J. Coe Weir
Gabe Wiener Foundation
Maria and Guillermo Vogel
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ANNUAL NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Anselmo Academy of Music 

and the Arts Piano Scholarship
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation Scholarship
The ASCAP / Fran Morgenstern 

Davis Scholarship
Augustine Foundation Scholarship
Theodore H. Barth Foundation 

Scholarship
Bettina Baruch Foundation 

Scholarship
Elizabeth Beinecke Scholarship
Thomas Hughes Bell 

Piano Scholarship
Frank & Lydia Bergen 

Foundation Scholarship
Elizabeth Brody Opera Scholarship
EALgreen Scholarship

Lillian F. Gardner Annual 
Scholarship in Classical Violin

International Advisory 
Board Scholarship

J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce and
Industry of New York Scholarship

Jephson Educational 
Trust Scholarship

Maecenata Foundation Scholarship
Hugh Masekela Heritage Scholarship
Walter W. Naumburg 

Foundation Scholarship
Arthur and Mae Orvis Annual 

Opera Scholarship
Jim Petercsak Annual Scholarship
Presser Undergraduate Scholar
David Rose Scholarship for Composing
Harold and Helene Schonberg 

Pianist Scholarship

Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Music Scholarship
Bernie Williams Scholarship
The Lucille and Jack Yellen 

Classical Music Scholarship

Precollege
Susan E. Deaver Precollege 

Woodwinds Scholarship
Janice B. and Milford D. Gerton 

Precollege Scholarship
Hansoree Scholarship
Chloé Ki! er Precollege Scholarship
Josephine Luby Precollege 

Scholarship
Maureen MacDougall 

Precollege Scholarship
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship

ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Alan M. and Joan Taub 

Ades Scholarship
Licia Albanese Scholarship
Augustine Guitar Scholarship
Herbert R. and Evelyn 

Axelrod Scholarship
Frances Hall Ballard Scholarship
Artur Balsam Scholarship
Hans & Klara Bauer 

Scholarship for Cello
Jordan Berk Scholarship
Selma W. Berkman Memorial 

Scholarship
Vera Blacker Scholarship in Piano
Luisa Buchanan Graduate 

Piano Scholarship
Carmine Caruso Scholarship
Bossi-Comelli Scholarship
Edgar Foster Daniels 

Scholarship in Voice
Scott Dunn and Robbie Moray 

Scholarship in Collaborative Piano
Baisley Powell Elebash Scholarship
Gart Family Foundation Scholarship
Lloyd Gelassen Fellowship 

Fund Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Rita Y. and Herbert Z. 

Gold Scholarship
Ruth Golden Classical 

Voice Scholarship
William Goldstein Scholarship
John Graham and Paul 

Ochman Scholarship
Michael W. Greene Scholarship
Charles Grossman Memorial 

Scholarship
Grusin / Rosen Jazz Scholarship
Adolphus Hailstork-Mary 

Weaver Scholarship
Marcia Clay Hamilton and Donald 

Hamilton Classical Flute Scholarship
William Randolph Hearst Scholarship

Helen Fahnestock Hubbard 
Family Scholarship

Alexandra Hunt Vocal Scholarship
Deolus Husband Scholarship 

for Composition
Eugene Istomin Capital 

Campaign Scholarship
Peter Karpati Scholarship
Phillip Kawin Piano Scholarship
Peter J. Kent Scholarship
Marga and Arthur King Scholarship
Kraeuter Violin Scholarship
Edith Kriss Scholarship
Lado Scholarship
Warren La! redo Memorial Scholarship
Ilene and Edward Lowenthal 

Scholarship
Marquis George MacDonald 

Scholarship
Robert Mann Scholarship for 

Violin and Chamber Studies
Viola B. Marcus Memorial Scholarship
Masolinar “Mackie” Marks 

Scholarship
Robert Henry Mayerson Scholarship
Joseph F. McCrindle Scholarship
Clement Meadmore 

Scholarship in Jazz
Homer and Constance 

Mensch Scholarship
Anthony Napoli Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Charles B. Nelson Jr. Scholarship 

in Classical Piano
Samuel and Mitzi Newhouse 

Scholarship
Birgit Nilsson Scholarship
Scott Edward Oakley Scholarship 

in Musical Theater
Mae Zenke Orvis Opera Scholarship
Ethel Hollander Plancher Scholarship
Paul Price Percussion Scholarship
Rahm / Berkman Scholarship
Judith Raskin Scholarship
Susan Rochlis Scholarship

Jay Rubinton Scholarship
Leon Russiano!  Memorial Scholarship
Elizabeth Byrne Sayre Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Walt Sayre Trombone Scholarship
Paul and Joanne Schnell Scholarship
Robert Sharon Scholarship 

in Collaborative Piano
Scott Shayne Sinclair Scholarship
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. 

Salzman Scholarship in Clarinet
Joseph M. Smith Scholarship
Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Violin Scholarship
Margaret Hoswell van Der Marck 

Scholarship in Opera
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano
Dona D. Vaughn Voice Scholarship
Emily M. Voorhis Scholarship
Rachmael Weinstock 

Scholarship in Violin
Dora Zaslavsky Scholarship
Avedis Zildjian Percussion Scholarship 

Precollege
An Anonymous Jazz 

Precollege Scholarship
An Anonymous Precollege Scholarship
Alex Assoian Music Project 

Precollege Scholarship
Dr. Michelle Solarz August 

Precollege Scholarship in Piano
Kate Bamberger Memorial 

Violin Scholarship
Matilda Cascio Precollege Scholarship
Cuker / Stern Precollege Scholarship
Florence Duvall Precollege 

Scholarship
Marion Feldman Cello Scholarship
Dianne Danese Flagello 

Precollege Scholarship
Chloe Flower Scholarship
Dorothy Hales Gary Scholarship
Jocelyn Gertel Precollege Scholarship
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GIVE TODAY!

Your gift supports MSM’s important work nurturing 
and developing the next generation of performing 
artists. We thank you for sharing our belief in the 

transformative power of music!

SCANME

MSMNYC.EDU/GIVENOW

Rosetta Goodkind Precollege 
Scholarship

Andrew Goodman Memorial 
Precollege Scholarship

Constance Keene Precollege 
Piano Scholarship

Han Jo and Busra Kim 
Accord Scholarship

Patinka Kopec Precollege 
Violin Scholarship

Mary B. Lenom Scholarship
Carol Lieberman Precollege 

Scholarship

Frederick Loewe Precollege 
Composition Scholarship

Frank and Joseph Lotrario 
Precollege Scholarship

Susan Madden Precollege 
Scholarship

Sassa Maniotis Precollege 
Scholarship

Jan Morreel Precollege Classical 
Music Scholarship

Nana’s Way Precollege 
Division Scholarship

Carl Owen Memorial Scholarship

Maitland Peters and Karen Beardsley 
Precollege Voice Scholarship

Precollege Parents Scholarship
Rita and Morris Relson Scholarship
Jonathan and Conrad Strasser 

Memorial Scholarship
Yvonne and Howard Tsao 

Precollege Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Michelle Deal and Claude L. Winfi eld 

Precollege Jazz Scholarship 
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MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC LEADERSHIP

President’s Council
James Gandre, President
Joyce Griggs, Executive Vice President and Provost
Nathan Mortimer, Senior Vice President 

and Chief Financial O#  cer
Je!  Breithaupt, Vice President for Marketing, 

Communications, and Alumni A! airs
Rebecca Charnow, Dean of Youth Education 

and Community-Career Connections
Monica C. Christensen, Dean of Students
Melissa Cocco-Fernandes, Vice President 

for Enrollment Management
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
Liza Gennaro, Dean of Musical Theatre
Nicolas Gonzalez, Assistant Vice President for 

Strategic Innovation and Special Initiatives
Carleen Graham, Dean of Vocal Arts and Collaborative Piano

Bryan Greaney, Associate Vice President 
for Facilities and Campus Safety

JT Kane, Dean of Instrumental Studies 
and Orchestral Performance

Devon Kelly, Chief of Sta!  and Liaison 
to the Board of Trustees

Neeraj Kumar, Interim Chief Information O#  cer
Susan Madden, Vice President for Philanthropy
Carol Matos, Vice President for Administration 

and Human Relations
James Saltzman, Dean of Jazz Arts
Kelly Sawatsky, Dean of Academic A! airs
Madeline Tolliver, Dean of Performance 

and Production Operations
Ilya Vesialou, Associate Vice President 

of Finance and Controller

Board of Trustees
Lorraine Gallard, Chair
Kishore Ballal, Vice Chair
James Gandre, EdD, President
Nancy Freund Heller, Treasurer
David G. Knott, PhD, Secretary
Peter Andreacchi
Rohyt Belani
Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08,

HonDMA ’22)
Scott Dunn, MD (MM ’97)
Han Jo Kim, MD (P ’98)
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Gina Malin

Alexandre Moutouzkine 
(MM ’03, PS ’05, AD ’06)

Anthony Napoli
Noémi K. Neidor!  (BM ’70, 

MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Bill O’Connor
Paul Schnell
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Angel Sosa
Michael Stewart, MD, MPH
Yvonne Tsao
Shalini Vijayan (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Bernie Williams (BM ’16)

 Trustees Emeriti
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Susan Ennis
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23)
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
David A. Rahm (HonDMA ’07), 

Chair Emeritus
Robert G. Simon

Terence Blanchard (HonDMA ’17)
Anthony Roth Costanzo (MM ’08, 

HonDMA ’22)
Glenn Dicterow
Peter Duchin

Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09)
Stefon Harris (BM ’95, MM ’97)
Marta Istomin (HonDMA ’05), 

President Emerita
Bernard Labadie (HonDMA ’18)

Lang Lang (HonDMA ’12)
Bebe Neuwirth (HonDMA ’15)
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13)
Melissa Wegner (MM ’05)
Pinchas Zukerman (HonDMA ’93)

Artistic Advisory Council

Department Chairs and Program Directors
Michelle Baker, Chair, Brass
David Chan, Head, Orchestral Performance Program
David Leisner, Chair, Guitar
Reiko Füting, Dean of Academic Core and 

Head of Composition and CPP
John Forconi, Chair, Collaborative Piano
Christopher Lamb, Chair, Percussion
George Manahan, Director of Orchestral 

Activities and Chair, Conducting
Nicholas Mann, Chair, Strings

Ryan Kamm, Assistant Dean for Youth 
Programs and Director of Precollege

Alexandre Moutouzkine, Co-Head, Piano
Erin Rogers, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
William Short, Chair, Woodwinds
Inesa Sinkevych, Co-Head, Piano
Matt Ward, Co-Artistic and Co-Administrative 

Advisor, Contemporary Performance Program
Lisa Yui, Interim Associate Dean of Doctoral Studies

International Advisory Board

Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20), 
Chair, Switzerland

Guillermo Vogel, Vice Chair, Mexico
Mita Aparicio, Mexico
Delin Bru, United States
Ernest W. Chung, United States
Heike Doerr, Germany/ United States
Chloe Flower (P ’00), United States/

South Korea

Edith Hall Friedheim (MM ’72), Canada
Raul M. Gutierrez, Mexico/Spain
Sylvia Hemingway, United States/

Hungary
Yung Shin Kwon (MM ’89), South Korea
Zuoliang Liu (MM ’14, PS ’15, DMA ’22),

China
Masaaki Maeda, Japan/United States
Tiehan Pan (BM ’21, MM ’23), China

Angel Sosa, Mexico
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70), 

Brazil/United States
Elena Voltolina, Italy/Switzerland
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz, Germany
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ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its more than 1,000 superbly talented undergraduate and 
graduate students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; 
its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 8 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making  
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434  
or to make an online gift, scan this code  
or visit msmnyc.edu/givenow.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.

  MSMNYC   MSM.NYC    MSMNYC  MSM.NYC

MSMNYC.EDU



MSMNYC.EDU/GALAXY-SOCIETY

The Galaxy Society

What Will Your 
Legacy Be?
Through a bequest or other planned gift, 
you can help to ensure that Manhattan 
School of Music will provide a music 
education of the highest quality to 
exceptionally talented young artists for 
generations to come while also strengthening 
the School’s long-term financial health. 

Bequests are one of the easiest ways to 
create a living legacy and to help MSM 
meet important priorities, including 
increasing our scholarship endowment 
and supporting our world-class faculty. 

For further information and to join our 
Galaxy Society, which honors those who have 
committed to making a planned gift to the 
School, pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  SSuussaann  MMaaddddeenn,,  VViiccee  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  ffoorr  PPhhiillaanntthhrrooppyy, at 917-493-4115, 
or visit: msmnyc.edu/galaxy-society. 

Help a young 
artist reach 
for the stars!


