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PROGRAM NOTES

Academic Festival Overture, Op. 80
Johannes Brahms
Born in Hamburg, May 7, 1833; died in Vienna April 3, 1897

Although Brahms did not attend the university when he lived in Göttingen in the 
early 1850s, Joseph Joachim and other friends introduced him to the student songs 
of the day and to the freshman initiation “fox-ride” around the tables in the common 
room. He drew on these experiences many years later when he composed his Academic 
Festival Overture, having received an honorary doctoral degree from the University 
of Breslau. In typical fashion, Brahms had not attended the 1879 ceremony and had 
to be persuaded by his friend Bernard Scholz, conductor of the Breslau subscription 
concerts, that the University would be expecting a musical thank-you rather than a 
simple postcard. The resulting Overture, completed in 1880, was premiered in Breslau 
on January 4, 1881, with the composer himself conducting. The University rector, 
senate, and philosophy faculty were all on hand to show their appreciation.

Brahms, who habitually belittled the merits of his own pieces, described the 
Academic Festival Overture as a “jolly potpourri of student songs à la Suppé.” Franz 
Suppé had indeed included several student songs in the simple medley-overture to 
his operetta Flotte Bursch (1863), but though Brahms used one of the same tunes—the 
famous Gaudeamus igitur (Let us now enjoy ourselves)—he went far beyond a mere 
“potpourri” in his ingenious combination of student songs and sonata form.

The introduction presents the main theme in mysterious guise, later to be 
transformed in the triumphal first subject; this introductory material also 
finds its way into the development and preparation for the recapitulation. The 
first student song, Wir hatten gebauet ein staatliches Haus (We have built a stately 
house), crowns the introduction in hymnlike fashion, solemnly intoned by 
trumpets and horn, and leads into a full majestic declamation of the main theme. 
The second student song, Hochfeierlicher Landesvater (Most solemn song to the 
father of the country), becomes the melting second subject, played by second 
violins and violas adorned by a f loating pedal-point in first violins. The “fox-ride” 
song, Was kommt dort von der Höh’? (What comes there from on high?), enters 
in a spirit of irrepressible fun as the closing theme of the exposition, played 
tongue-in-cheek by bassoons and oboe, then interrupted boisterously by full 
forces. Brahms caps his celebration with a grandiose coda based on the last of his 
student songs, Gaudeamus igitur. The orchestration, though modest by Mahlerian 
standards, is the largest Brahms ever used.
	 —©Jane Vial Jaffe
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Concerto for String Quartet and Orchestra
Benjamin Lees
Born in Harbin, China, January 8, 1924; died in Glen Cove, New York, May 31, 2010

Born of Russian parents in China, Benjamin Lees grew up in San Francisco and 
moved with his family to Los Angeles in 1939. After military service he studied at 
the University of Southern California with Halsey Stevens followed by four intense 
years of private study with iconoclast George Antheil. Lees later recalled, “George 
never considered himself a teacher per se. His role was one of analyst. It was a true 
master-apprentice relationship.” Lees gained widespread public notice with the 1954 
airing of his Profile for Orchestra by the NBC Symphony on a national radio broadcast. 
A Fromm Foundation Award and two Guggenheim Fellowships in the 1950s enabled 
him to study in Europe, but he purposely avoided academic centers where American 
composers typically studied because he wanted to develop his own style.

This approach left Lees relatively free from avant-garde schools of composition as he 
combined his interest in Prokofiev’s melodic style, surreal aspects of Bartók’s style, and 
Antheil’s unconventional outlook. His expanded tonal vocabulary includes extensive 
chromatic inflection and juxtapositions of major and minor chords, tritones, and tonal 
centers, and his rhythms are fluid with shifting meters and accents.

Lees produced a series of impressive works during his seven years in Europe, and, 
returning to the U.S., divided his time between composing and teaching. His 
impressive list of teaching positions includes stints at the Peabody Conservatory, 
where he was W. Alton Jones Chair of Composition, and in New York at 
Queens College, Manhattan School of Music, and the Juilliard School. His 
works have been performed by all the major American orchestras—New York 
Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Cleveland 
Orchestra,Boston Symphony Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony Orchestra, Los 
Angeles Philharmonic—and so many more here and abroad.

Among his most frequently performed works, his Symphony No. 4, Memorial 
Candles, commemorates the 40th anniversary of the Holocaust, and his Grammy-
nominated Symphony No. 5, Kalmar Nykel, honors the founding of Wilmington, 
Delaware. But probably his most often performed piece is his Concerto for String 
Quartet and Orchestra, which he completed on December 6, 1964, and premiered 
by the Paganini String Quartet and the Kansas City Philharmonic led by Hans 
Schwieger on January 19, 1965. Lees said very little about the work other than 
saying (in the third person), that “the composer treats the solo quartet almost 
entirely as one unit, rather than four separate solo instruments.”
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As in many of his other symphonic works, Lees employs a three-movement form 
in which the outer movements frame a more expansive central movement. The 
strident opening chords and forceful entry of the quartet launch a remarkable 
perpetual-motion first movement that rarely pauses for breath. The pace slackens 
somewhat in a passage marked “Calmo, ma inquieto” (quiet, yet restless) with its 
oscillating cello then viola solos, but the pace quickly resumes and the ferocity 
continues to the end, highlighted by a reminder of the opening clash.

The solo quartet especially stands out from the orchestral texture in the slow 
movement, where it arises in plaintive imitative entries over steady timpani 
beats. A new section, also led by the quartet leads to several intense peaks and an 
extended violin solo before the marchlike tread of the opening returns.

The energetic drive of the first movement is surpassed in the last, launched 
by raucous brass fanfares. Lees employs a rondo form—alternating refrain and 
episodes—with a final appearance of the rondo refrain that speeds up into a coda 
of gratifying intensity.
	 —©Jane Vial Jaffe

Symphony No. 10 in E Minor, Op. 93
Dmitri Shostakovich
Born in St. Petersburg, September 25, 1906; died in Moscow, August 9, 1975

With the Tenth Symphony Shostakovich returned to the symphonic arena 
after a conspicuous gap of eight years since composing his Ninth Symphony 
in 1945. Most Soviet composers had avoided this most public of genres in the 
years following the infamous 1948 “anti-formalist” decree by the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party. The leading Soviet composers had been 
accused of precipitating a crisis by composing formalist music alien to Soviet 
art. Shostakovich, the most illustrious of the group, responded by composing 
two kinds of music: works for public consumption—patriotic cantatas and film 
music—and works he withheld from public performance—the Violin Concerto, 
the song cycle From Jewish Folk Poetry, and the Fourth and Fifth String 
Quartets. When Stalin died in 1953, a thaw of the ice-hard artistic policies set in. 
Shostakovich’s immediate response was to begin composing a symphony.

Shostakovich still had to tread warily, however, and his Tenth Symphony, 
premiered in Leningrad on December 17, 1953, to great applause, was subjected 
to thorough scrutiny. During the intense three-day debate over the work by the 
Composers’ Union in the spring of 1954, Shostakovich was called upon to make 
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a statement. He spoke self-deprecatingly about possibly having composed the 
Symphony too quickly and possibly miscalculating the proportions of fast to slow 
sections, but he wisely kept any programmatic thoughts he may have had about the 
work’s content to himself, saying only: “In this work I wanted to convey human 
feelings and passions.” Widely considered his greatest symphony, the Tenth never 
received any of the prestigious and financially beneficial awards that the authorities 
had bestowed on his symphonies in the past.

It is entirely possible that ideas for the Tenth Symphony had come to Shostakovich 
prior to 1953; pianist Tatyana Nikoleya recalled his playing her excerpts from it in 
1951. The main work of sketching, filling out, and orchestrating, however appears 
to have taken place in the summer and fall of 1953. Despite the composer’s official 
statement of composing too quickly, he actually appears to have wrestled with 
certain parts longer than was usual for him.

It seems only natural that the brooding first movement took Shostakovich more 
than twice as long to compose as any of the other movements, for it is almost as 
long as the other three combined. Only the cellos and basses are heard at the outset, 
immediately evoking pathos with three-note “questions.” A pure string sound 
sustains the entire first section. The first addition to this timbre, the striking 
clarinet solo, sounds like a quotation from Mahler’s song Urlicht (Primal Light) in the 
Second Symphony, at the words “Man lies in greatest need,” a connection first noted 
by commentator Klaus Roy. Such a quotation is entirely likely, given Shostakovich’s 
declared passion for Mahler and in view of another Mahler similarity that the 
composer himself pointed out in the third movement (discussed below).

The massive development, beginning quietly with the “Mahler” theme, is awe-
inspiring for its section of prolonged intensity, which constantly ranges from 
fortissimo (ff ) to triple forte (fff ), brutally reinforced at its zenith by signature 
Shostakovich drumbeats. The recapitulation and the coda accomplish the scaling 
down process in the movement’s giant overall arching shape. In a novel touch 
Shostakovich concludes the movement with an unearthly piccolo duet, trailing off 
to a single piccolo as the opening motive is intoned in the lower strings.

Like his beloved Mahler, Shostakovich was a master of the menacing, satiric 
scherzo, on which he put his own indelible stamp in a number of works. 
Sinister and explosive, this second movement strikes with such force and is 
sustained at such a fever pitch that its brevity seems ideal and not too short, 
which was the worry Shostakovich voiced at the Composers’ Union hearing. 
A section of contrast, as featured in many scherzi, would have dulled its effect. 
The composer employed brief martial rhythmic units, many unison and 
octave doublings, a preponderance of winds and strings in high register, and 
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characteristic percussion eruptions to  achieve his ends. The persistent rumor 
that Shostakovich meant this movement as a portrait of Stalin cannot be 
substantiated, but we need not assign it a program to feel its fury.

Shostakovich often incorporated his own musical signature into his works—the 
initials DSCH (from Dimitri Schostakowitsch, the German transliteration, 
which in German musical notation equates to D, E-f lat, C, and B-natural). Here 
in the more relaxed third movement the DSCH motive first appears in the winds 
after a gently marching section for the strings alone.

Much less discussed, is another musical “cipher”: Shostakovich fashioned the 
motto that appears so prominently in the horn by transcribing the first name of 
his young piano student, Elmira Nazirova, into the musical pitches E-A-E-D-A. 
The composer’s passing infatuation with Elmira manifested itself in a spate of 
letters he wrote to her throughout the composition of the Tenth Symphony, 
one of which detailed how he arrived at the motto, which he then juxtaposed 
with permutations of his own musical signature. Shostakovich later remarked 
to Elmira that he had just listened to one of his favorite works, Mahler’s Das 
Lied von der Erde (The song of the earth) and had noticed that the motto he had 
created from her name was identical to the howling of the ape in Das Lied ’s first 
movement, Das Trinklied vom Jammer der Erde (The drinking song of earth’s 
sorrow). The motto’s first utterance introduces a dark reminder of the coda of the 
first movement; the final horn call eerily renders Shostakovich’s motive in the 
f lute and piccolo to conclude the movement.

The finale begins with an introspective Andante, first featuring low strings as in 
the opening movement, then mournful wind solos. The fast main section begins 
cheerfully, but all is not light and air here, as touches of darkness intrude—a 
reference to the menacing scherzo, for example, and a solemn unison intoning 
of the DSCH motto. Cheerfulness with underlying tension aptly ref lects 
Shostakovich’s own ambiguous position at the time—Stalin’s death had relieved a 
certain amount of pressure, but the composer remained wary about the future.
	 —©Jane Vial Jaffe



13

Joshua Gersen, Conductor
An artist of impeccable musical credentials, Joshua Gersen is widely respected as 
an engaging and inspiring conductor, able to communicate effortlessly with both 
young and established orchestras internationally. A native of the New York area, 
he made his debut as a conductor at the early age of 11 and has established himself 
as a dynamic presence on the podium ever since.

Joshua recently concluded his tenure as the Assistant Conductor of the New 
York Philharmonic, where he most notably made his subscription debut at just 
a few hours’ notice.  “Impassioned and incisive,” wrote the New York Times, 
“the performance earned a standing ovation and prolonged applause from his 
colleagues in the orchestra.” 

As an educator, Joshua has frequently worked with students and ensembles at 
the Juilliard School, Manhattan School of Music, Boston University, and the 
Curtis Institute of Music. During his time with the New York Philharmonic, 
he also conducted many of the orchestra’s celebrated Young People’s Concerts 
and worked extensively with both the Very Young Composers Program and the 
Harmony Program, which provides music education for students in underserved 
communities across New York City.  Previously, Joshua was Music Director 
of the New York Youth Symphony, where he conducted numerous concerts to 
critical acclaim, and successfully led the orchestra on their first international 
tour in over 50 seasons.
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ABOUT THE KANTER FAMILY 
INSTRUMENTAL STUDIES AND 
ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCE DIVISION
In the tradition of the classical music conservatory, the orchestral studies 
program at MSM forms the heart of the performing experience for classical 
instrumentalists. All students, placed by competitive audition, participate in a 
variety of orchestral projects under the guidance of Mei-Ann Chen, Director of 
Orchestral Activities and Chair of Conducting, and JT Kane, Dean of the Kanter 
Family Instrumental Studies and Orchestral Performance Division. 

Students play in a variety of orchestral formats, giving them ample opportunity 
to develop their audition and ensemble technique, broaden their knowledge of 
orchestral repertoire, and perform at New York City venues such as Carnegie 
Hall, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and Merkin 
Concert Hall. Winners of the School’s annual Eisenberg–Fried Concerto 
Competition perform with the orchestras as soloists.

In addition to Maestra Chen, the orchestras work regularly with Leonard Slatkin, 
Distinguished Visiting Artist in Conducting and Orchestral Studies, and guest 
conductors such as Joshua Gersen, Tito Muñoz, Daniela Candillari, and JoAnn Falletta.

Mei-Ann Chen, Director of Orchestral Activities and Chair of Conducting 

JT Kane, Dean of the Kanter Family Instrumental Studies and Orchestral 
Performance Division
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Mary Baroutakis
Henrico Bautista

Karen Bedrosian-Richardson
Viktor and Tammy Berberi
Drs. Rosalinda and Norland Berk
Marc Beshar and Howard Horlick
Ellen and Kenneth Blau
Bright Power
Virginia Brody
Barbara Burgan (DMA '85)
Deval Shah-Canning and 

Robert P. Canning
Jeanette Caponegro
Laurie Carney †
Daysun Chang and Lee Tenny
Ted Chapin (HonDMA '24)
Claremont Hall
Concord Advisory Group
The Misty Copeland Foundation
Barbara Corcoran
D'Addario & Co
Leon Lee Dorsey (MM '86)
Michael R. and Nina I. Douglas 
Carl Emont and Eve Mensch
Donis G. Flagello
Judith Friedman
Patrick Galvin
Patti Eylar and Charles Gardner
Marsha Gordon and Javier Garcia
Ann Gottlieb
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Joanne Greenspun 
Jocelyn and James R. Gross
Hansoree 
Gemzel Hernandez, MD
Daniel and Julia Hirschberg
Cynthia Hoff mann †
Maureen D. Hynes (BM '74, MM '75) †
JT Kane †
Michael A. Kaplan ('91)
Jack (BM '63) and Helga Katz
Millen Katz (BM '74, MM '75) 

and Patricia Anders 
Michael Keller (BM '71)
Michael J. Kokola 
Jose M. Landauro
Chung Nung (MM '62) 

and Bik-Lam Lee
David Lee and Jennifer Choe
Hee-Kyung Lee (MM '02)
Kwang Hyun Lee and Juhyun Shon
Christiana M. Leonard
Les Yeaux Art Foundation
Randie Levine-Miller
George Long
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation 
Nicole and John MacDonald
Thomas Maguire (BM '66) 
Catherine Malfi tano (BM '71) †
Mary Lou and George W. 

Manahan (BM '73, MM '76)
Anthony (BM '95, MM '97) 

and Susan Mazzocchi
Elizabeth McCabe
Michael M. McClellan (MM '81)
James McCrory
Linda McKnight 
Amy and Philip Mezey
Leslie Middlebrook Moore (MM '78)
Michelle and John Morris

Jeff rey and Hanna Moskin
Carrie Murray
Anthony (MM '76) and Maggie 

Paraskevopoulos
Inmo and Michael Parloff  †
Lanny Paykin and Laura Ann Hamilton
Maria Magliaro Politano (MM '78)
Joanne Polk (DMA '90) † and 

Jeff rey Langford †
Bennett Pologe  
Jonathan Raskin 
David Reeth
Barbara L. Reissman
Robert and Regina J. 

Rheinstein (MM '79)
David Richter
Mary S. Riebold
Patrick and Marti Ritto
Lucie Robert † and Jeff rey Cohen †
The Rodgers & Hammerstein 

Foundation
Amy S. Rosen (MM '76) and 

Arthur Weisberg
Ted (BM '81, MM '83) † and 

Lesley Rosenthal
Asli Rustemli and Hakan Altintepe
Sabian/Andy Zildjian
James M. and Suzanne M. Santos
Claire and John Sarno
Anthony Scelba (BM '70, MM '71) 
The Thomas P. and Cynthia 

D. Sculco Foundation
Sentinel Technologies
Gaurav and Sawako Shukla
John T. Sielaff 
Marc Silverman (MM '77, DMA '83) † 
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Robert and Victoria Sirota
Ted Smith 
Jennifer and Jonathan Allan 

Soros Foundation
Richard W. Southwick FAIA
Guy St. Clair
Richard Stewart
Jane Steele (MM '80) and 

William Sussman
Tsune and Ann Tarumoto
Shirley and Stephen Teglas
Ginger and John Bessonette
Tiger Baron Foundation
Dace Udris 
Vandewater Condominium
The Vigeland Family
Mallory and Diana Walker
John Walton ('79)
Ronald G. Weiner
Daniel E. Weiss 
Keith L. Wiggs (BM '84) 
Mark Yim and Peter Hare

$500 to $999
Two Anonymous Donors
Actors' Equity Foundation
Roslyn Allison
Main Violin
The Bagby Foundation for 

the Musical Arts 
Cynthia Boxrud (BM '78) 

and Scott Powell

*Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff   Applause Society
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George Braverman
Angela M. Brown (MM '81)
Amane and Stephan Brun
Burda Construction
Harold R. Carlisle ('67)
Dr. Vincent Celenza
The Chang Family
Annette Coco (BM '73, MM '74) 
Robert Stillman Cohen †
Julia Cox
Bill Delaney "Cosmos"
Gale Epstein
Genoveff a Flagello
Marc and Ronnie Fox
Reiko (DMA '00) † and Nani 

Fueting (PS '04, DMA '13)
Ruth Golden † 
Frederic Gordon and Katherine Dean
Sylvia Hemingway
Leonard W. Hindell (BM '64, MM '68)
Judith and Leonard Hyman
Herve M. Jacquet
Stephen M. Johns (BM '69)
Shmuel Katz (BM '98, MM '00) 
Lola Koch
Gary Kunde
Cheryl and Hoon Lee
James Lee and Renee Youn
Susan Madden †
Nicholas Mann †
Susan Olsen Maren (BM '68, MM '68)
Carol Matos †
James (BM '63, MM '64) and 

Mary Beth McCarthy 
Ann M. McKinney (MM '81)
Lucas Li
Nathan J. Mortimer †
Judith Naumburg Bluestone
Marjorie Neuwirth
Edward (BM '62) and Carol Palanker
Duncan Patton † 
Susan Quittmeyer ('78) † 

and James Morris †
Dmitry Rachmanov (DMA '89)
Heather Randall
James and Luce Reiss
Steven Rigolizzo

Frederick B. Rosoff 
Kathy and Martin Schultheis
Yi Shi and Wen Zhu
Judi S. Simmons
Inesa Sinkevych (PS '06, DMA '10) †
James Stalzer (BM '78, MM '79) 
Carol Starmack and Claude Goodwin
David J. Tancredi (MM '76)
Kara Unterberg
Christine van Itallie
Lauren Vernon
Martine and Ronan Wicks
Lingyun Yang and An He
Flora Zhao

$250 to $499
Six Anonymous Donors
Cathy and Robert Altholz
Philip Ardell
Karen Faust Baer and Paul Baer 
Alan ('66, '87) and Barbara Barry
Peter Basquin (MM '67)
James and McKey Berkman
Martha Todd Blaine (BM '68)
David and Marsha Bolden
Etty Bousso
Carol Ingall and Stephan Brumberg
Lisa Bryce (BM '98)
Carol and David Buchdahl
Dalmo* ('58, '61) and Elizabeth Carra
Balakrishnan Chandrasekaran
Soo Jung Cho
Stefan Curcic (PC '13)
Ekta Dastur
Mary Dearborn
Michael Devine (MM '80)
Belinda A. Donnelly
Michael and Marjorie Engber 
Eve and Harry First
Pam Goldberg (MM '95)
Laura J. Greenwald (DMA '98) 
Marilyn Hersh
Lisa Hest
Caroline and Rodney Hine
Jane Hirshberg (MM '90) 

and Scott Schmidt
Ellen Hopkins and Thomas Phillips

Steven Israel and Cara Longworth
Jacqueline Venable Jordan (BM '81)
Karen Juette
Sharon R. Kahn
The Kaiden Family
Judith Klotz
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co.
Stephen J. Kornstein
Kranzdorf Family Foundation
Michael Lamm
Gary Trout and Kenneth Latsch
Chang K. Lee
Lois Greenfi eld and Stuart Liebman
Kaiwen Lin
Katie Mayshak
The Rev. Andy McQuery 

(BM '98, MM '00)
Frank Montaturo
Barbara Moss
James A. Newcomb
Nouveau Elevator
Ellen Freilich and Mark Pakman †
Richard Presser †
Rajagopalan Family
Lisa Raskin Sofi eld
Roger F. Rose 
Cindy Rosenthal and Allen Norin
Arlene Rubenstein
Kristin and Julian Salgado
Kenneth Scheff 
Mary A. Schmidt (MM '81)
Andrew Sieff  ('67)
Charles (BM '69, MM '71) and 

Kathleen Stellingwerf
Rebecca Sweeney
Anne Teshima
Julia C. Tobey ('67)
Dorothy Toung
Rebecca C. Tracy
Iris Trotman
Thomas Venable (BM '75, MM '77)
Katharina Volk ('00) and James Zetzel
Barbara and Harel Weinstein
Courtenay P. Worthington

We also gratefully recognize the 
436 donors of gifts under $250.

The Applause Society recognizes the steadfast and loyal support of foundations and individuals who have made gifts 
to the School each and every year for 10 years or more. 

We have made every eff ort to list MSM donors accurately. If your name is not listed as you wish, or if you notice an 
inaccuracy, please contact Jake Levyns in the Philanthropy Offi  ce at 917-493-4490, or at jlevyns@msmnyc.edu.

THE SECOND CENTURY CAMPAIGN
Gifts received since July 1, 2018

Donors who have made endowment gifts to the School’s Second Century Campaign are helping to ensure a bright 
future for an extraordinary institution, one that has marshaled the talents and shaped the lives of accomplished and 
passionate musicians across the globe for more than a century.

$3,500,000
Carl Kanter/Kanter Foundation

$3,000,000 
Cate Ryan Estate

$2,000,000 
Michael Neidorff  (HonDMA ’17)* 

and Noémi Neidorff  (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)

$1,000,000 to $1,999,999
Gart Family Foundation
Philip Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85) Estate 
Carol Lieberman 
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

$750,000 to $999,999
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
Terry Allison, PhD and Sylvain Hétu 
Maurice Eisenstadt Estate 

$500,000 to $749,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Christianne Orto Estate

$250,000 to $499,999
Lorraine Gallard
Eric Gronningsater
Jane A. Gross
Carol B. Grossman



18 *Deceased   †MSM Faculty/Staff

Françoise Girard and David G. Knott
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)
Charles B. Nelson Jr. (MM ’54) Estate
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Catherine Prince Trust
Susan B. and David A. Rahm 

(HonDMA ’07)/ Allen H. & Selma 
W. Berkman Charitable Trust

Robert Sharon (’79)
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation

$200,000 to $249,999
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and 

Robbie Moray
Han Jo Kim (PC '98) and Busra Kim
Frank Lotrario (BM ’63, MM ’65) 
Charlotte Mayerson Estate
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Twiford Foundation
Dr. Theo George Wilson Estate

$100,000 to $199,999
Kishore Ballal and Maithili Rao
Fred J. Brotherton Charitable 

Foundation
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
Ilse Gordon
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA 

’23) and Donald Hamilton 
Patinka Kopec † and Jay Selman
Warren Laff redo Estate
Linda and Tobia Mercuro*
Anthony Napoli
PwC Charitable Foundation
Susan Rochlis 
Paul and Joanne Schnell
Steven P. Singer and Alan Salzman
Widder Foundation
Claude and Michelle D. Winfi eld
Ann Ziff  (HonDMA ’24)

$75,000 to $99,999
Gabrielle Bamberger
The Chisholm Foundation 
Dorothy Strelsin Foundation

$50,000 to $74,999
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, 

MM ’92, DMA ’98) 
Anna Bulgari Estate
Fiorella Canin*
Shirley Katz Cohen Estate
Chloe Flower (PC ’00)
Kimberly-Clark Foundation
So-Chung Shinn Lee (MM 

’19, PS ’21, PPD ’24) 
Dominique Laff ont
Maureen Mac Dougall
Susan Madden †
Perpetual Kindness Foundation
James Petercsak (BM ’66, MM ’68)
Saul D. Raw and Constance Nickel
Yvonne and Howard Tsao
Susan Zohn

$25,000 to $49,999
Arts and Letters Foundation
Carl Baron (MM ’11) and 

Danielle Wiener-Bronner
Brody Family Fund
Aris Economides and Heike Doerr
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17) Estate
Nancy Freund Heller
Marquis George MacDonald 

Foundation
Gina Malin
The Clement Meadmore Foundation 
Barbara O’Reilly (PC '89)
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
The Rohatyn Group 
Irene Schultz
Horace Silver Foundation/

Jemela Mwelu
Theodore E. Somerville (’78) 
Harold and Ruth Stern Estate
Nils Vigeland
Xiao Wang (BM ’13, MM ’15, AD ’16) †

$10,000 to $24,999
Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation
Alex Assoian Music Project
Michael Bamberger
Carl Baron (MM '11) and Danielle 

Wiener-Bronner / Google

Tiehan Pan (BM '21, MM '23)
Irene Schultz
Chiona Xanthopoulou Schwarz

Up to $9,999
An Anonymous Donor
Ariel Backenroth and Laura Albers
John K. Blanchard (MM '89) †
George S. Braverman
Bruce Charash
Xilun Chen
Jeff rey Cohen † and Lucie Robert †
Dan Epstein †
Dianne Flagello (BM '52, 

MM'52, HonDMA '99)
Donis Flagello
Judith Friedman
Adolphus Hailstork (BM '63, 

MM '65, HonDMA '19)
Michael Keeney
Chloé Kiff er (MM '14, PS '15) † 

and Alexandre Moutouzkine 
(MM '03, PS '05, AD '06) †

Judith Klotz
Cheryl and Hoon Lee
Les Yeux Art Foundation
Alan Lurie
Catherine Malfi tano †
Mike and Lynn McClellan
Jane Olian † and Donna Gill †,

for Classical Singing and 
New York in June

Oliff  and Waxenbaum Families
Bennett Pologe
Johnathan Raskin
Yi Shi and Wen Zhu
John K. Smith
Lisa Raskin Sofi eld
Steinway & Sons
Tsune and Ann Tarumoto
Ellen Taylor (BM '74) and Susan Wells
Flora Zhao

THE CENTENNIAL PROJECT / 
NEIDORFF-KARPATI HALL RENOVATION 
The Centennial Project was an ambitious program of improvements to the School’s architecturally distinguished 
campus coinciding with MSM’s 100th anniversary. The centerpiece of the Project was the renovation of Neidorff-
Karpati Hall, which has been transformed into a state-of-the-art venue to showcase our talented students. The 
Project also included a dramatic and welcoming new campus entrance on Claremont Avenue, new practice rooms, 
and an expansion of the main entryway and lobby.

Anchor Gift
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and   

Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70,  
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17) / Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$2 million and above
City of New York

$250,000 to $499,999
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund 
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton  

David G. Knott and Françoise Girard 
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata 

Foundation 
Bill and Patricia O’Connor 
Melody Sawyer Richardson 
Sceneworks Studios 

$150,000 to $249,999
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20) 

and Marco Pecori 
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy 
Edward Lowenthal (HonDMA ’23)

$100,000 to $149,000
Ed Annunziato 
James Gandre† and Boris Thomas 
Linda and Toby Mercuro* 
Michelle Ong/First Initiative 

Foundation Limited 

$50,000 to $99,999 
Alfredo and Mita Aparicio 
Jane A. Gross 
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez 
New York State Council on the Arts 
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$10 million and above
Michael* (HonDMA ’17) and 

Noémi K. Neidorff  (BM ’70, 
MM ’72, HonDMA ’17)/Centene 
Charitable Foundation

$5 million to $10 million
G. Chris Andersen and

SungEun Han-Andersen

$1 to $5 million
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14) and 

Alan M. Ades (HonDMA ’10)*
The ASCAP Foundation
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Baisley Powell Elebash Fund
The ELMA Philanthropies
Lorraine Gallard and Richard H. Levy
Gart Family Foundation
Gordon K. Greenfi eld*
Gordon and Harriet

Greenfi eld Foundation
Marcia Clay Hamilton (HonDMA ’23) 

and Don Hamilton
Estate of Jacqueline Kacere
Carl Kanter/Kanter Foundation
Estate of Phillip Kawin
David G. Knott and Françoise Girard
Estate of Dora Zaslavsky Koch
Carol Lieberman
Ilene* and Edward Lowenthal

(HonDMA ’23)
Peter Luerssen/Maecenata Foundation
Alfred* and Claude Mann
Joseph F. McCrindle Foundation

and Estate of Joseph F. McCrindle
Estate of Homer Mensch
Miller Family Foundation
William R. Miller*
Bill and Patricia O’Connor
Octavian Society
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Susan and David Rahm (HonDMA ’07)
Estate of Cathleen A. Ryan
Harold and Helene Schonberg Trust
Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)

Helen F. Whitaker Fund

$500,000 to $999,999
An Anonymous Donor
Altman Foundation
Rose L. Augustine* and

Augustine Foundation
Nancy Terner Behrman*/

Fund for Individual Potential
Elizabeth G. Beinecke*
Mary Owen Borden Foundation
Estate of Ruth Chatfi eld
Estate of Maurice Eisenstadt
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Michael W. Greene*
Eric Gronningsater
Jephson Educational Trusts
Jewish Foundation for

Education of Women
Estate of Kellogg Johnson
Estate of Marga King
Ruth M. Knight Foundation
Estate of Edith Kriss
A. L. and Jennie L. Luria Foundation
Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Estate of Viola B. Marcus
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Linda Bell Mercuro* and

Toby Mercuro*
Solomon Mikowsky*
Ambrose Monell Foundation
Estate of Christianne Orto
Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation
Sceneworks Studio
Stanford N. Sesser*
Twiford Foundation

$250,000 to $499,999
An Anonymous Donor
Annie Laurie Aitken Charitable Trust
Estate of C. J. Stuart Allan
Amato Opera Theater
Ed Annunziato
Arts and Letters Foundation
Herbert R. and Evelyn Axelrod
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation
Michael R. Bloomberg

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Delin and Abelardo Bru
Luisa G. Buchanan (BM ’63)
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Edgar Foster Daniels*
Scott Dunn (MM ’97) and Robbie Moray
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
The Enoch Foundation
Ervika Foundation
Cecilia and John Farrell
Estate of Ellen G. Fezer
First Initiative Foundation/Michelle Ong
Yveta S. Graff  *
Jane A. Gross
Carol B. Grossman
Raul M. and Magdalena Gutierrez
William Randolph Hearst Foundation
Nancy Freund Heller and Jeff rey Heller
Estate of Rea F. Hooker
Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation
Anna-Maria and Stephen 

Kellen Foundation
Han Jo (PC '98) and Busra Kim
Estate of Anna Case Mackay
National Endowment for the Arts
Estate of Charles B. Nelson, 

Jr. (MM ’54)
New York State Higher Education 

Capital Matching Grant Board
Henry Nias Foundation
Catherine Prince Trust
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Jody and Peter Robbins
The Rochlis Family Foundation
Paul and Joanne Schnell / Skadden Arps
Robert B. Sharon (’79)
Evelyn Sharp Foundation
Mónica and Angel Sosa
The Starr Foundation
Surdna Foundation
Patrick N. W. Turner
Estate of Rosalie J. Coe Weir
Rosalie J. Coe Weir Foundation
Gabe Wiener Foundation
Maria and Guillermo Vogel

FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Founder’s Society honors the extraordinary generosity of the following individuals and institutions whose 
cumulative giving to Manhattan School of Music exceeded $250,000 (as of June 30, 2026). These exceptional 
donors enable MSM to provide world-class conservatory training to immensely talented students. We are deeply 
grateful for their special dedication to the School’s mission and culture of artistic excellence and musicianship.

Maria E. Salgar 
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz 
Mónica and Angel Sosa 
Maria and Guillermo F. Vogel 

$25,000 to $49,999 
Delin and Abelardo Bru 
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis 
Richard Gaddes (HonDMA ’17)* 
Thomas Hampson (HonDMA ’09) 
Nancy Freund Heller and 

Jeff rey Heller 
Margot Alberti de Mazzeri 
McKinsey & Company 

Margot and Adolfo* Patron 
Leonard Slatkin (HonDMA ’13) 

and Cindy McTee 
Epp K. J. Sonin (MM ’70)

$10,000 to $24,999 
Joyce Aboussie 
Joan (HonDMA ’14) and Alan 

Ades-Taub Family Foundation 
Louis Alexander (MM ’79) 
Chartwells 
Sharon E. Daley-Johnson 

(BM ’88, MM ’89) 
Evco Mechanical Corporation 

Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS 
(ret.) (BM ’64, MM ’65, PD ’70)* 

Ruth Golden† 
Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Warren Jones 
Henry A. Kissinger* and   

Nancy M. Kissinger (’54)* 
Orin O’Brien† 
Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation 
Carl and Aviva Saphier 
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines
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Anonymous Donors (2)
Richard E. Adams (MM ’61)
Joan Taub Ades (HonDMA ’14)
John B. Albright*
Louis E. Alexander (MM ’79)
Frank Bamberger
Gabrielle Bamberger
Alan (’66, ’87) and Barbara Barry
Renée Bash
Peter Basquin (MM ’67)
Hans G. Bauer*
Elizabeth Beinecke*
Thomas Hughes Bell*
Yvette Benjamin
Justin Bischof (BM ’90, MM ’92, DMA ’98)
Blanche Heisler-Blitstein (MM ’52)
Louis M. Bonifati (BM ’74, MM ’85)
Carla Bossi-Comelli (HonDMA ’20)
Luisa Guembes-Buchanan (BM ’63)
Larry Campbell (’69)
Matilda Cascio*
Ruth Chatfi eld*
Annette Coco (BM ’73, MM ’74)
James B. Coker (MM ’96)
Barbara Fay Cox (BM ’58, MM ’60)*
Alex Davis*
Michael Devine and George L. Evans
Mario di Lonardo
Maurice Eisenstadt*
J. S. Ellenberger*
Susan Ennis and Owen Lewis
Jonathan Fey*
Dianne (BM’ 52, MM ’52, HonDMA ’99) 

and Nicolas* Flagello
Capt. Kenneth R. Force, USMS (ret.) 

(BM ’64, MM’65)*
Janet F. Frank (’65)
Barbara A. Gallay
Rabbi Mordecai Genn

Hans Gesell
Nathan Gilbert (BM ’53)*
Lillian Giskin (’38)*
Ruth Golden†

William Goldstein (BM ’65)
John M. Gotwalt*
John Graham and Paul Ochman
Marian Greathouse (BM ’77)
Valborg (MM ’71) 

and Robert (BM ’72) Gross
Holly Hall
Heather A. Hamilton (MM ’93, MM ’95)
Laura A. Hamilton 

(BM ’81, MM ’82, DMA ’84)
Carolyn Zepf Hagner (MM ’69)
Grace Hoff man*
Shirley Katz-Cohen*
Phillip N. Kawin (BM ’82, MM ’85)*
Diane Kettering (BM ’78)
Alan M. (BM ’58, MM ’59)* and 

Karen Schiebler Knieter (MM ’68)
Doris Konig
Warren Laff redo (’59)*
Eva Lang (MM ’54)*
Gail R. Levine, Ph.D
Robert Ira Lewy*
Carol Lieberman
Susan Madden†

Alta (BM ’69) and Marc Malberg
Ursula Mamlok*
Susan Olsen Maren (BM ’68, MM ’68)
Shigeru Matsuno
Margaret Park Mautner*
Charlotte Mayerson*
Claire Meyer
Solomon Mikowsky†*
Warren R. Mikulka
Charles B. Nelson, Jr. (MM ’54)*
Barbara (P ’89) and Dermot O’Reilly

Christianne Orto*
Walter P. Pettipas*
Anthony Posk (BM ’64)
John A. and Catherine Prince*
Saul D. Raw and Constance E. Nickel
Barbara L. Reissman
Robert and Regina J. 

Rheinstein (MM ’79)
Melody Sawyer Richardson
Mary S. Riebold
Susan Rochlis
Evelyn Ronell
Ted (BM '81, MM '83) † and 

Lesley Rosenthal
Penelope Russianoff *
Cathleen A. Ryan*
Walt (BM ’74, MM ’79) and Liz Sayre
Gerald J. Sebesky (BM ’62, MM ’63)
Stanford N. Sesser*
Alex Shapiro (’83)
Robert Sharon (’79)
Marc Silverman (MM ’77, DMA ’83)†

Steven P. Singer and Alan S. Salzman
Allen Lee Smith (BM ’77)
Theodore E. Somerville, Esq. (’78)
Amy R. Sperling
Carleton B. Spotts (BM ’53, MM ’59)*
Jonathan Sternberg*
Sondra Tammam (BM ’73)
Hetty Te Korte (BM ’59, MM ’60)*
Nickolas and Liliana Themelis
Flavio Varani (BM ’68, MM ’70)
Dona D. Vaughn and Ron Raines
Nils Vigeland
Keith L. Wiggs (BM ’84)
Dr. Theo George Wilson*
Claude Worrell (MM ’59)*

GALAXY SOCIETY
Members of the Galaxy Society ensure the future of Manhattan School of Music through inclusion of the School in 
their long-range financial and estate plans. We are grateful for their vision and generosity, which helps ensure that 
MSM continues to thrive into the next century and enables aspiring young artists to reach for the stars.

ANNUAL NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
College
Anselmo Academy of Music 

and the Arts Piano Scholarship
Louis Armstrong Educational 

Foundation Scholarship
The ASCAP / Fran Morgenstern 

Davis Scholarship
Augustine Foundation Scholarship
Theodore H. Barth Foundation 

Scholarship
Bettina Baruch Foundation 

Scholarship
Thomas Hughes Bell Piano Scholarship
Frank & Lydia Bergen 

Foundation Scholarship
Elizabeth Brody Opera Scholarship
EALgreen Scholarship
Lillian F. Gardner Scholarship in Voice
International Advisory 

Board Scholarship

J.C.C. Fund, Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce and
Industry of New York Scholarship

Jephson Educational Trust Scholarship
Frederick Loewe Scholarship
Maecenata Foundation Scholarship
Hugh Masekela Heritage Scholarship
Solomon G. Mikowsky 

Piano Scholarship
Walter W. Naumburg 

Foundation Scholarship
Arthur and Mae Orvis 

Opera Scholarship
Jim Petercsak Scholarship
Presser Undergraduate Scholar
David Rose Scholarship for Composing
Karen Ritscher Viola Scholarship
Harold and Helene Schonberg 

Pianist Scholarship
Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship

L. John Twiford Music Scholarship
Bernie Williams Scholarship
The Lucille and Jack Yellen 

Classical Music Scholarship

Precollege
Nora Berman Violin Scholarship
Susan E. Deaver Precollege 

Woodwinds Scholarship
Janice B. and Milford D. Gerton 

Precollege Scholarship
Hansoree Scholarship
Chloé Kiff er Precollege Scholarship
Josephine Luby Precollege Scholarship
Maureen MacDougall 

Precollege Scholarship
Solomon G. Mikowsky Precollege 

Piano Scholarship
Rochlis Family Foundation Scholarship
Susan Zohn Precollege Scholarship



College
Alan M. and Joan Taub 

Ades Scholarship
Licia Albanese Scholarship
Augustine Guitar Scholarship
Herbert R. and Evelyn 

Axelrod Scholarship
Frances Hall Ballard Scholarship
Artur Balsam Scholarship
Hans & Klara Bauer 

Scholarship for Cello
Jordan Berk Scholarship
Selma W. Berkman Memorial 

Scholarship
Vera Blacker Scholarship in Piano
Luisa Buchanan Graduate 

Piano Scholarship
Carmine Caruso Scholarship
Bossi-Comelli Scholarship
Edgar Foster Daniels 

Scholarship in Voice
Scott Dunn and Robbie Moray 

Scholarship in Collaborative Piano
Baisley Powell Elebash Scholarship
Gart Family Foundation Scholarship
Lloyd Gelassen Fellowship 

Fund Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Rita Y. and Herbert Z. 

Gold Scholarship
Ruth Golden Classical 

Voice Scholarship
William Goldstein Scholarship
John Graham and Paul 

Ochman Scholarship
Michael W. Greene Scholarship
Charles Grossman Memorial 

Scholarship
Grusin / Rosen Jazz Scholarship
Adolphus Hailstork-Mary 

Weaver Scholarship
Marcia Clay Hamilton and 

Donald Hamilton Classical 
Flute Scholarship

William Randolph Hearst Scholarship
Helen Fahnestock Hubbard 

Family Scholarship
Alexandra Hunt Vocal Scholarship
Deolus Husband Scholarship 

for Composition
Eugene Istomin Scholarship
Jazz Arts Legends Scholarship
Peter Karpati Scholarship
Phillip Kawin Piano Scholarship
Peter J. Kent Scholarship
Marga and Arthur King Scholarship
Patinka Kopec Violin and 

Viola Scholarship
Kraeuter Violin Scholarship
Edith Kriss Scholarship
Lado Scholarship
Warren Laff redo Memorial 

Scholarship
Ilene and Edward Lowenthal 

Scholarship

Marquis George MacDonald 
Scholarship

Robert Mann Scholarship for 
Violin and Chamber Studies

Viola B. Marcus Memorial 
Scholarship

Masolinar “Mackie” 
Marks Scholarship

Robert Henry Mayerson Scholarship
Joseph F. McCrindle Scholarship
Clement Meadmore 

Scholarship in Jazz
Homer and Constance 

Mensch Scholarship
Anthony Napoli Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Charles B. Nelson Jr. Scholarship 

in Classical Piano
Samuel and Mitzi Newhouse 

Scholarship
Birgit Nilsson Scholarship
Scott Edward Oakley Scholarship 

in Musical Theater
Mae Zenke Orvis Opera Scholarship
Ethel Hollander Plancher Scholarship
Paul Price Percussion Scholarship
Rahm / Berkman Scholarship
Judith Raskin Scholarship
Susan Rochlis Scholarship
Jay Rubinton Scholarship
Leon Russianoff  Memorial 

Scholarship
Elizabeth Byrne Sayre Scholarship 

in Musical Theatre
Walt Sayre Trombone Scholarship
Paul and Joanne Schnell Scholarship
Robert Sharon Scholarship 

in Collaborative Piano
Scott Shayne Sinclair Scholarship
Steven P. Singer and Alan S. 

Salzman Scholarship in Clarinet
Joseph M. Smith Scholarship
Glen K. Twiford Piano Scholarship
L. John Twiford Violin Scholarship
Margaret Hoswell van Der Marck 

Scholarship in Opera
Flavio Varani Scholarship in Piano
Dona D. Vaughn Voice Scholarship
Emily M. Voorhis Scholarship
Rachmael Weinstock 

Scholarship in Violin
Dr. Theo George Wilson 

Jazz Arts Scholarship
Dr. Theo George Wilson Musical 

Theatre Scholarship
Dr. Theo George Wilson Orchestral 

Studies Scholarship
Dora Zaslavsky Scholarship
Ann Ziff  Voice Scholarship
Avedis Zildjian Percussion 

Scholarship 

Precollege
An Anonymous Jazz 

Precollege Scholarship

Terry L. Allison and Sylvain Hétu 
Precollege Scholarship

Alex Assoian Music Project 
Precollege Scholarship

Dr. Michelle Solarz August 
Precollege Scholarship in Piano

Kate Bamberger Memorial 
Violin Scholarship

Fiorella Canin Precollege 
Piano Scholarship

Matilda Cascio Precollege 
Scholarship

Cuker / Stern Precollege Scholarship
Florence Duvall Precollege 

Scholarship
Marion Feldman Cello Scholarship
Dianne Danese Flagello 

Precollege Scholarship
Chloe Flower Scholarship
Dorothy Hales Gary Scholarship
Jocelyn Gertel Precollege 

Scholarship
Rosetta Goodkind Precollege 

Scholarship
Andrew Goodman Memorial 

Precollege Scholarship
Constance Keene Precollege 

Piano Scholarship
Chloé Kiff er Precollege Scholarship
Han Jo and Busra Kim 

Accord Scholarship
Patinka Kopec Precollege 

Violin Scholarship
Mary B. Lenom Scholarship
Carol Lieberman Precollege 

Scholarship
Frank and Joseph Lotrario 

Precollege Scholarship
Josephine Luby Precollege 

Scholarship
Maureen Mac Dougall Scholarship
Susan Madden Precollege 

Scholarship
Sassa Maniotis Precollege 

Scholarship
Jan Morreel Precollege Classical 

Music Scholarship
Nana’s Way Precollege 

Division Scholarship
Carl Owen Memorial Scholarship
Maitland Peters and Karen Beardsley 

Precollege Voice Scholarship
Precollege Parents Scholarship
Rita and Morris Relson Scholarship
Jonathan and Conrad Strasser 

Memorial Scholarship
Yvonne and Howard Tsao 

Precollege Scholarship
Elva Van Gelder Memorial 

Piano Scholarship
Michelle Deal and Claude L. Winfi eld 

Precollege Jazz Scholarship
Susan Zohn Scholarship 

ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS
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Ryan Kamm, Assistant Dean for Youth 
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Brazil/United States
Chiona Xanthopoulou-Schwarz, Germany
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ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its more than 1,000 superbly talented undergraduate and 
graduate students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; 
its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 8 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making 
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434 
or to make an online gift, scan this code 
or visit msmnyc.edu/givenow.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.

  MSMNYC   MSM.NYC    MSMNYC  MSM.NYC

MSMNYC.EDU



 plannedgiving.msmnyc.edu

The Galaxy Society

What Will Your 
Legacy Be?
Through a bequest or other planned gift, 
you can help to ensure that Manhattan 
School of Music will provide a music 
education of the highest quality to 
exceptionally talented young artists for 
generations to come while also strengthening 
the School’s long-term financial health. 

Bequests are one of the easiest ways to 
create a living legacy and to help MSM 
meet important priorities, including 
increasing our scholarship endowment 
and supporting our world-class faculty. 

For further information and to join our 
Galaxy Society, which honors those who have 
committed to making a planned gift to the 
School, pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  SSuussaann  MMaaddddeenn,,  VViiccee  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  ffoorr  PPhhiillaanntthhrrooppyy, at 917-493-4115, 
or visit:   ppllaannnneeddggiivviinngg..mmssmmnnyycc..eedduu

Help a young 
artist reach 
for the stars!


