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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR
The Seven Shadows of Shakespeare is a multidisciplinary performance which brings 
together theatre, opera, movement, and projection in an intimate duet that 
finally gives a voice to seven forgotten characters from William Shakespeare’s 
body of work. These are the secondary figures who usually die in service of the 
protagonist’s story, characters who effectively drive the drama but are rarely 
heard themselves. 

Seven Shadows shifts the focus. Through powerful arias, personal monologues, 
and physical scenes, these shadow figures step into the spotlight. The 
performance explores the space between presence and absence, between voice 
and silence, and between those who write history and those who vanish from 
it. By placing these forgotten voices at the center, a contemporary ref lection on 
power, representation, and the canon emerges. The performance consciously 
moves between disciplines; opera, spoken theatre, projection, dance, and live 
art/happening are not merely placed side by side but are interwoven into a single 
theatrical language. This cross-pollination breaks down traditional boundaries 
between art forms and creates various entry points for a diverse audience. 

The meeting of classical vocal music and contemporary theatre gives rise to a new 
form of storytelling in which music and text constantly complement, question, 
and reinforce one another. The artistic dialogue between the creators—each 
with their background and expertise—forms the core of the project, resulting in a 
performance that is innovative in both musical and theatrical terms. 

– Emma Kristin Batchvarov
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	 Cecilia Soheily (BM ’28), Soprano
	 Julianne Crossland (BM ’28), Soprano

GE ORGE F R I DE R IC H A N DE L 	 "V'adoro pupille" from Giulio Cesare in Egitto 
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Prologue from Romeo and Juliette 
William Shakespeare 
Two households, both alike in dignity, 

In fair Verona, where we lay our scene, 

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny, 

Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. 

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 

A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life; 

Whose misadventured piteous overthrows 

Do with their death bury their parents' strife 

"Ah! Je Veux Vivre" from Romeo and Juliette 
Charles Gounod

Ah!  Je veux vivre  
Dans ce rêve qui m'enivre;  
Ce jour encore,  
Douce flamme,  
Je te garde dans mon âme  
Comme un trésor!  
Cette ivresse  
De jeunesse  
Ne dure, hélas! qu'un jour!  
Puis vient l'heure  
Où l'on pleure,  
Le cœur cède à l'amour,  
Et le bonheur fuit sans retour.  
Je veux vivre
Loin de l'hiver morose  
Laisse-moi sommeiller  
Et respirer la rose  
Avant de l'effeuiller.  
Ah!  Douce flamme,  
Reste dans mon âme  
Comme un doux trésor  
Longtemps encore!

Ah! I want to live 
In this dream that dreads me; 
This day again, 
Sweet f lame, 
I keep you in my soul 
Like a treasure! 
This intoxication 
Of youth 
Do not last, alas! that one day! 
Then comes the time 
Where we cry, 
The heart gives way to love, 
And happiness f lees without return. 
I want to live, etc 
Away from the gloomy winter 
Let me sleep 
And breathe the rose 
Before stripping it. 
Ah! Sweet f lame, 
Stay in my soul 
Like a sweet treasure 
Long time again!



Sonnet 18 
By William Shakespeare 
Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,

And summer’s lease hath all too short a date;

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,

And often is his gold complexion dimm'd;

And every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm'd;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st;

Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade,

When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st:

   So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

   So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

Antony and Cleopatra, Act II, Scene II
("The barge she sat in, like a burnish'd throne")
William Shakespeare 
Enobarbus: ...Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale

Her infinite variety. Other women cloy

The appetites they feed, but she makes hungry

Where most she satisfies; for vilest things

Become themselves in her, that the holy priests

Bless her when she is riggish.



"V'adoro pupille" from Giulio Cesare
Georg Frideric Handel

Come Away Death from William Shakespeare's 
"Twelfth Night"
Gerald Finzi
Come away, come away, death, 
And in sad cypress let me be laid; 
Fly away, f ly away, breath; 
I am slain by a fair cruel maid. 
My shroud of white, stuck all with yew, 
O prepare it! 
My part of death, no one so true 
Did share it. 
Not a f lower, not a f lower sweet, 
On my black coffin let there be strown; 
Not a friend, not a friend greet 
My poor corpse, where my bones shall be thrown: 
A thousand, thousand sighs to save, 
Lay me, O where 
Sad true lover never find my grave, 
To weep there!

V'adoro, pupille, 
saette d'amore, 
le vostre faville 
son grate nel sen. 
Pietose vi brama 
il mesto mio core, 
ch'ogn'ora vi chiama 
l'amato suo ben. 

Your charming eyes, 
My ravish’d Soul adores, 
The thrilling Pain 
My Heart with Pleasure bears; 
When you with Pity look, 
My Sorrows cease; 
For you alone 
Can heal the Wounds you gave.



Monologue  
(Inspired by William Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night")
Ivana Noa
Escape. Run. Flee. Fight. Don't stop. Run. Revenge. Go. Go. Go! Go! Run! 

But I don't. It's time. I yield. 
I fall into a soft bed of moss, it smells like rain and shadowed earth. As I lay, a 

small strip/beam of sunlight crawls towards my eyes. I'm blinded so I close my 
eyes and wait. I know when the shadow comes to steal the sun, I will be gone. 
I'll be invited to an eternity of nothing. 

A white dove f lies through a giant weeping willow. It wakes the willow, making 
the branches dance like an uncoordinated corps de ballet. And for one moment 
I wish that that white dove would lose its way. In the midst of the giant dancing 
branch maze it would take a wrong turn and crash into the giant center of 
wood. 

It would fall, between the branches, taking a few sticks with it, the white feathers 
covered in dirt. 

Fall like it f lew too close to the sun. It would fall in my arms, I want to take care 
of it. It would lay in my hands, broken. I want to take care of it. People would 
crush it for less. And I would crush it for all if it meant I could escape and take 
it with me.

Imagine a world where we escape the ever changing maze. 
At some point, it stops. 
We stop. 
Not because we give up, not because we are weak. 
Imagine a world where it is possible to disappear without leaving. To follow light. 

To follow sound. To follow shadow. 
Come away. 
I am not afraid. 
Let my breath f ly away and let the earth bury me. 
Do not scatter a single f lower, Not even a sweet one. 
Let no friend come to greet. 
Let me live on in memory as I am now.



Monologue 
(Inspired by William Shakespeare's "Otello")
Ivana Noa
...To be accused, by others. To be sentenced by other men. 
To die by false accusations 
To ask for forgiveness for crimes I did not commit. 
To be accused of being unfaithful and fear my life because he will come at me at 
the same speed with which the storm comes through my windows. Let lightning 
struck me now and let my last memory of him not be his hands around my neck. 
You told a lie, an odious, damned lie! Upon my soul, a lie, a wicked lie! 
This time I will not hold my tongue. I am bound to speak 
Here I kneel. If I ever violated his love, Either by something I said or by an actual 
action, 
Or that my eyes, ears, or any sense, delighted themselves in any other person, 
If I do not, never did, and never will 
Why am I speaking so bluntly and recklessly? 
I swear by every holy spirit that I've done everything I could to speak up, and I've 
put myself directly in the path of his anger because I spoke honestly. 
I do not fear, I pray for the sinner, for the one who is innocent. 
For the weak and the oppressed and for the mighty also wretched. 
Show thy mercy. If it could not be spared for me 
I pray for the one who bows his head under injustice and misfortune. 
For us. Pray for us. Pray ever and in the hour of our death. 
To not survive my own story once more.



"Ave Maria" from Otello 
Giuseppe Verdi
Ave Maria, piena di grazia, eletta 
Fra le spose e le vergini sei tu, 
Sia benedetto il frutto, o benedetta, 
Di tue materne viscere, Gesù. 
Prega per chi adorando a te si prostra, 
Prega nel peccator, per l'innocente, 
E pel debole oppresso e pel possente, 
Misero anch'esso, tua pietà dimostra. 
Prega per chi sotto l'oltraggio piega 
La fronte e sotto la malvagia sorte; 
Per noi, per noi tu prega, prega 
Sempre e nell'ora della morte nostra, 
Prega per noi, prega per noi, prega. 
Ave Maria . . . 
Nell'ora della morte. 
Ave!. . .Amen! 

Hail Mary, full of grace, chosen one, 
Among brides and virgins, you stand 

supreme; 
Blessed be the fruit—O blessed one— 
Of your maternal womb: Jesus. 
Pray for those who bow before you in 

adoration; 
Pray for the sinner and the innocent, 
For the weak and oppressed, and for the 

mighty— 
Who are wretched too—show them your 

mercy. 
Pray for those who bow their heads 
Beneath insult and cruel fate; 
For us—pray for us—pray 
Always, and at the hour of our death: 
Pray for us, pray for us, pray. 
Hail Mary... 
At the hour of death. 
Hail!... Amen!
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York. He has his undergraduate degree from the Juilliard School and is currently 
completing his graduate degree at the Manhattan School of Music, where he 
studies with Ingrid Jensen and Jon Faddis. He has subbed on two off Broadway 
shows, performed with the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, and was a member 
of the Gutenberg Jazz Collective in 2023/24.

ADDITIONAL CREDITS 
Ramon Tenefrancia, Student Projects Manager 

Special Thanks to Mary Dunleavy, A. Scott Parry, Mamie Duncan-Gibbs, 
Stefan Pedatella,  and David Eisenbach.



ABOUT MANHATTAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Founded as a community music school by Janet Daniels Schenck in 1918, today 
MSM is recognized for its more than 1,000 superbly talented undergraduate and 
graduate students who come from more than 50 countries and nearly all 50 states; 
its innovative curricula and world-renowned artist-teacher faculty that includes 
musicians from the New York Philharmonic, the Met Orchestra, and the top 
ranks of the jazz and Broadway communities; and a distinguished community 
of accomplished, award-winning alumni working at the highest levels of the 
musical, educational, cultural, and professional worlds. 

The School is dedicated to the personal, artistic, and intellectual development of 
aspiring musicians, from its Precollege students through those pursuing doctoral 
studies. Offering classical, jazz, and musical theatre training, MSM grants a 
range of undergraduate and graduate degrees. True to MSM’s origins as a music 
school for children, the Precollege Division is a professionally oriented Saturday 
music program dedicated to the musical and personal growth of talented young 
musicians ages 8 to 18. The School also serves some 2,000 New York City 
schoolchildren through its Arts-in-Education Program, and another 2,000 
students through its critically acclaimed Distance Learning Program. 

Your gift helps a young artist reach for the stars! 
To enable Manhattan School of Music to continue educating and inspiring 
generations of talented students and audiences alike, please consider making 
a charitable contribution today.

Contact the Philanthropy Office at 917-493-4434 
or to make an online gift, scan this code 
or visit msmnyc.edu/givenow.  

Land Acknowledgment
We want to acknowledge that we gather as Manhattan School of Music on the 
traditional land of the Lenape and Wappinger past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the people who have stewarded it throughout the 
generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to learn how to be better 
stewards of the land we inhabit as well.
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